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THE SHELLEY LIBRARY. 

I. ' 

HIS OWN BOOKS, PAMPHLETS, AND BROADSIDES ; 

POSTHUMOUS SEPARATE ISSUES; AND 

POSTHUMOUS BOOKS WHOLLT 

OR MAINLY BY 

SHELLEY. 



THE first diyision of this work deals with the editume$ 
prindpeB and with all separate reproductions of them. A 
ooUeotion of the first editions of Shollej's Works is not bj anj 
means a complete collection of all he left, because a large 
number of his compositions, both verse and prose, first appeared in 
newspapers, magazines, Lives, miscellaneous books, or collected 
editions. These will be described hereafter in several groups. 
A first look at the present group will surprise manj readers, 
who, though perhaps acquainted with the mass of Shellej's 
wrings, were not aware how many separate appearances he 
made. It is not unlikelj that many things remain to be dis- 
covered, such as the private issues of juvenile compositions 
mentioned in "A Newspaper Editor's Reminiscences,*' in 
Fra8er*$ Mctgaaine for June 1841. This hitherto unidentified 
worthj sajs at pag^ 702 of the magaiine in question, when 
speakkig of Sir Bjsshe Shellej, '* It was his purse which sup- 
plied young Bjsshe with the means of printing many of his 
fugitive pieces. These issued from the press of a printer at 
Horsham . . •; and although thej were not g^t up in good 
style, the expense was much greater than Shelley could have 
afforded, if he had not received assistance from his grandfather." 
It may be doubted whether anything of great intrinsic merit or 
interest is any longer missing ; but one may own without shame 
a curiosity to behold anything and everytliing that ever issued 
from tiie hand of the poet whose after achievements made his 
life and himself of the deepest interest. Gladly would I de- 
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scribe liere any of those trifles which are thought to have issued 
from the press at Horsham ; but for the present tiiere is no 
help for our beginning to trace Shelley's tangible doings from 
the first half of the year 1810^ when he was in his eighteenth 
year and put forth that veritable curiosity ZastrozgL 



ZASTROZZI. 

Zattrozzi^ which appears to be the first substantiye work 
issued by Shelley, is a duodecimo volume, consisting of fly- 
title, Zoiirozzij/ a B<nnanee^ with imprint at foot. Printed 5y 
& HamUUm^ Wmfifridge^ title-page as given below, and 252 
pages of text with tiie head-line Za$frozz% throughout. 

(1) 

ZASTROZZI, 

A BOMANCE. 



BT 

P. B. S. 



That their God 

May prore their foe, and with repenting hand 
Abolish his own works — This would surpass 
Common rerengc. 

PABADI8S LOST. 



LONDON: 

PBINTXD FOB O. WILXIS AND J. BOBDfSON, 
57, PATEBNOSTEB BOW. 



1810. 



Generallj when copies are found thej are from circulating 
libraries, dirty and dilapidated ; but they ap|>ear to have been 
issued in blue boards backed with dn^b, bearing the label 
** ZASTBOZZI./A BOUANGE./ Price 5«." 

Medwin (ShdUy Papers, 1833, page 10) says Shelley told him 
that some chapters of it were written by Harriet Grove, the poet*s 
cousin and first love. Mr. D. F. MacCarthy (She0ey*8 Early Life^ 
1872, pages 11 and 12) records tiiat it iiras published on the 5th 
of June 1810, and advertiied in The Timee on the 5th and 12th» 
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ZcLstrozzL 5 

There are at least three extant letters of Shelley's (two of them 
hitherto nnpablished) bearing on the date of Zoitrazzi^t oom- 
position and publication. In one dated the 7th of May 1809 
(Prose Works, Yolome III, page 329), he says he means to finish 
and publish *' a Romance," of which he has already written ^* a 
large portion," bnt does not expect ** any pecuniary adrantage.*' 
The next letter, which is among the Montagu .Letters in the 
Bodleian • Library, is addressed to Edward Oraham, Esq., No. 
29 Vine Street, Piccadilly, and is as follows : — 

Eton, April 1, ISIO ' 
My dear Oraham— 

I will see you at Easter,— ^next Friday I shall be in 
London, but for a very short time— unable to call on you till 
Passion week — Robinson will take no trouble about the 
reviewers, let every thing proper be done about the renal 
rillains and I will settle with you when we^ meet at Easter,— 
We will all go in a posse to the bookseller's in Mr. Orore^a' 
barouche Sd four — Shew them that we are no Orub Street 
garretteers— but why Harriet more than any one else— -a faint 
essay I see in return for my enquiry for Caroline— 

We will not be cheated again — let us come over Jock,^ for if 
he will not give me a devil of a price for my Poem A at 
least £60 for my new Romance in three Volumes * the dog 
shall not have them. 

FDuch the reviewers — 10£ will be sufficient I should suppose^ 
and that I can with the* gpreatest ease repay when we meet at 
Passion week. Send the reviews in' which Zastrozzi is mentioned 
to Field Place, the British review is the hardest, let that be 
pouched well — ^My note of hand if for any larger sum is quite 
at your service, as it is of consequence in fiction to establish 
your name as high as you can in the literary lists^- 

' Adieu 

Yours most devotedly 

Percy Bysshe Shelley 

Let me hear how you proceed in the business of Reviewing. 

P. B. & 

This curious letter, wildly practical for a boy of seventeen, 
seems to indicate thatihe book was on the eve of publioaiion^^ 
perhaps just published. In the third letter, dated the 29th of 

^ J. RobinMn, dM pnbliaher, I presaiM. 

* Pkobably Se. /ityiMi Shelley expraned MurpriM whcm Stookdab toM kirn 
it would only make one folnme. 
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Maj 1810, also from Eton, and to the same correspondent, — a 
most interesting letter sold bj Messrs. Sothebj ^ Go. on the 
18th of January 1877 and not yet, I belieye, published, — there 
is a postscript asking that a copy may be sent to a clergyman 
** directly," Shelley having ** written to say it is coming." This 
I think almost positiyely implies that Zasirozzi was then pub- 
lished. Had it not been pnblished, there wonld almost of a 
certainty have been a good deal abont hurrying on the printer, 
binder, or publisher. 

Whether the reviewers were *' pouched," and if so what 
came of it, there is no eyidence at present. If The Ontical 
Beview receiyed a doticeur from Almoner Oraham, it was not 
taken kindly; for a two-page notice found by Professor 
Dowden in that review for November 1810 is anything but 
lenient in its tone towards the youthful romancist. The story 
and the style are characterised as ** so truly contemptible that 
we should have passed it unnoticed had not our indignation 
been excited by the open and barefaced immorality and gross- 
ness displayed throughout." The virtuous reviewer was un- 
able to say when he had ** felt so much indignation as in the 
perusal of this execrable production. The author of it cannot 
be too severely reprobated. Not all his * acmtiUaied eyes,* his 

* hcMing emotionSj* his ^frigorific torpidity of despair,' nor his 

* Lethean torpor,^ with the rest of his nonsensical and stupid jargon, 
ought to save him from infamy and his volume from the flames." 

Less than thirty years later a literary gentleman of mature 
years took so different a view of the matter that he reprinted 
the peccant volume in a ooUection, not of Shelley's works, but 
of novels and romances selected on their merits ; and Zastrozzi 
may be found figuring as the work of Shelley in No. 10 of The 
SomoMoiitf and Notdiete Library (q.v.). 



ORIGINAL POETRY BY VICTOR AND OAZIRB. 

The second book of Shelley's whereof we have any trace is a 
volume of Poems of which no copy is at present forthcoming, 
but which certainly existed, and is pretty sure to come to the 
flurfaoe sooner or later. The fact that Shelley had issued in the 
Autumn of 1810 a volume entitled Original Poetry by Victor and 
OoKire^ though made public in 1826, was not generally known 
to Shdiley students until Mr. Gamett, having discovered it in 
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Original Poetry by Victor and Cazire. 7 

1859, made it* known in Jane 1860 throngh MacmUlan*i 
Magazine, Nnmbers I to IX of StockdMs Budget (18 Decem- 
ber 1826 to 7 February 1827) contain a series of articles hj 
Stookdale headed with Shelley's name. From the first of these 
it appears that, in the Antnmn of 1810, Shelley called vpon 
Mr. J. J. Stookdale, pnblisher, of Pall Mall, and arranged with 
him for the issue of a book printed at Horsham under the title 
quoted, and that, on the 17th of September 1810, Stockdale re- 
ceiyed 1480 copies of the book, *' a thin royal 8yo. yolume." 
Shelley is said to haye been in a difficulty with the printer about , 
the payment of the bill. The letters purporting to be from 
Shelley, published by Stockdale and republished by Mr. Gkunetti 
are certainly genuine ; for I haye seen and carefully examined 
the original holographs ; but only one of these letters is on the 
subject of the yolume of poems, and that one does not giye the 
title. It refers to the deliyery of *' the last proof impression '* 
as haying taken place on the 6th of September 1810 (see Prose 
Works, Yolume III, page 331) ; so that we haye it upon Shelley*d 
own authority that the yolume was set up in type, whateyer 
may haye been its subsequent fate. The book was adyertised 
in The Morning Ohronide for the 18th of September 1810. The 
adyertisement also appears in The Morning Poet for the 19th 
of September and The Times for the 12th of October. The 
price of the book was 49. There is eyery reason, primd faeie^ 
for accepting Stockdale's reminiscences of Shelley as substan- 
tially true. The adyertisements would be unlikely to represent 
a book only going to exist ; and the fact that the yolume was 
reyiewed will probably be held to establish its existence conclu* 
siyely. The following notice of it appeared in The PoeUced 
Begisier for 1810-1811 (q.y.). 

** Original Poetry, By Victor and Oaeire. Small 8yo. pp. 64. 

• 

*' There is no * original poeiry ' in this yolume ; there is no- 
thing in it but downright scribble. It is really annoying to see 
the waste of paper which is made by such persons as ^e putters- 
together of these sixty-four pages. There is, howeyer, one 
consolation for the critics, who are obliged to read all this sort 
of trash. It is, that the crime of publishing is generally fol* 
lowed by condign punishment, in tilie shape of bills from the 
stationer and printer, and in the chilling tones of the bookseller, 
when, to the questions of the anxious rhymer, how the book sella, 
he aaawers that not more than half a doien copies haye been 
sold." 
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Perhaps if this reyiew were the onlj one in eyidenoe it wonld 
be more cironmspect to accept it as presmnptive proof of the 
strongest kind in fayonr of the book's existence than to re- 
gard it as proof positive ; for it is of course conceivable that the 
amount of circnmstance which it contains was invented bj some 
weary hack, reviewing books firom a list of titles, and that some 
of those titles were onlj announced and never got affixed to 
real completed books. But those who have already been over- 
wearied with unearthed juvenilia of Shelley's must dismiss from 
their minds the solace derivable from this attitude of sceptical 
caution. Even if it were not unscientific, from a psychological 
point of vieW| to assume that Stockdale and the reviewer de- 
scended into tilie depths of almost aimless invention which would 
be implied, it wonld be preposterous to reject the review with 
extracts which Professor Dowden discovered in The British 
Critic. In that magazine for April 1811 occurs the following 
notice, which the wildest theorist on the side of non-existence 
must accept as demolishing the last hope that the Original 
Poems of Victor and Oazire never issued from the press at all :— 

^^YHien we ventured to say that poetical taste and genius 
abound in the present day, we by no means intended to assert, 
that we always meet with either tiie one or the other. Miserable, 
indeed, are the attempts which we are often doomed to en- 
counter ; so miserable sometimes that it seems quite wonderful 
how any individuals fancying themselves able to write should be 
80 far behind their contemporaries. One of the unknown 
authors of this volume begins by complaining, most sincerely, 
we are convinced, of the difficulty of writing grammatioally, but 
there is another difficulty, which seems never to have entered 
the lady's head (if a lady I) — ^that is, the difficulty of writing 
wietricaUy, In this she is still less successful than in the other, 
and does not seem at all to suspect it. The verse intended to 
be used is that of * The Bath Onide,'and so it is sometimes ; but 
eometimes also not. For example — 

* This they friendly will tell, and n'er make you blush. 
With a jeering look, taunt, or an O fie ! tush ! 
Then straight all your thoughts in black and white put. 
Not minding the f/'t, the he*s, and the (ut't.'— P. 6. 



Again; 

*Hy excuse shall be humble, and faithful, and true 
Skieh a§ I fear can be made hut byfew.^-^P. 7. 
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This hmtHe and fcuiU^ ladj lays claim ondy to * sense, wii| 
and grammar ! ' Yet she tells her fHend :— 

< Be not a coward, Bhrink not a tense, 

Bat read it all oyer, and make it out seme. 

What a tiresome girl I — pray soon make an end.' — P. 9. 

This last line, if not measnre, contains at least truth in the first 
part, and a reasonable wish in the second. 

''Two epistles, in this exqnisite style, begin the Tolnme, 
which is filled np by songs of sentimental nonsense, and Tery 
absurd tales of horror. It is perfectly clear, therefore, that what- 
ever we may say in favour of the poetry of this time, such volumes 
as this have no share in the commendation. One thing may be 
said in its favour, that the printer has done his task well ; 
would he had been employed on something better ! If he has 
taste as well as skill, he must dread the names of Victor and 
Cazire." 

According to Stockdale, about a hundred copies had been put 
into circulation, when he discovered in regard to some of the 
verses what the reviewer in The Poetical Begister alleges of all, 
that they were not original. Shelley seems to have had a real 
collaborator ; and Stockdale found out that one of the poems 
(doubtless of "Oazire") had already appeared as the work 
of M. G« Lewis. He communicated with Shelley, and the 
book was at once suppressed. Mr. (fomett coi\jectures that 
Cazire was the same colleague who is said to share with Shelley 
the glory of Zaetroui^ his cousin Harriet Orove. In default oif 
the wording of the title-page, 1^ give the Mommg Poet Advert 
tisement: 

(2) 

Thie day ie pubUehed, in royal 8vo., price 4$ in loardtf 

ORIGINAL POBTET, 

Bt Yictob akd Gazibx, 

Sold by Stockdale, Junior, No. 41, Pall MaU. 

It will be observed that the missing book, though advertised 
and remembered by St()ckdale as a royal octavo, is reviewed as a 
$maU octavo. People on the look-out for it must therefore not 
feel too sure as to the size. Sixty-four is most likely the right 
number of pages ; and the date on the title-page is in all pro- 
bability 1811 ; for the oritioisms of verse for 1810 in tha 
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Tolvme of Th/BPbMccSL BegUier referred to are separated from 
those for 1811 ; and the Vieior and Oaxire Tolnme is notioed 
vnder 1811. 



POSTHUMOUS FRAGMENTS OF MARGARET 

NICHOLSON. 

This book is a quarto, oonsisting of fly-title, PoBthummu Frag* 
menU j iff j Margaret NiehoUon^ title, a third leaf bearing the 
*« Adyertisement," and text pages 7 to 29. At the foot of page 29 
is the imprint Munday^ Printer^ Oxford. 1 snspeot the work was 
issued as a stabbed pamphlet, — as the copies I hare seen bear 
the nsnal traces of snch issne. The title-page rons thns :— 

(3) 

POSTHUMOUS FRAGMENTS 

OP 

MARGARET NICHOLSON; 

BEINO POEMS FOUND AMONGST THE FAFEBS OF THAT 

KOTED FEMALE WHO ATTEMPTED THE LIFE 

OF THE KING IN 1786. 



IDITED BT 

OXFORD t 
PRINTED AND SOLD BY J. MUNDAY. 



1810. 



A iiill account of this Tolnme is to be fonnd in Hogg's Life 
(^ ShiMeyfYolume I, pages 260 d$eq. ; bntithadalreadj been in- 
aocnrateij referred to bj Medwin, both in The BheOey Papen and 
in his L^e of Shelley. Hogg's account, written from memorj, is 
oertainly inaccurate in some points that can be checked hj 
reference to the book itself; and this shows that his memory was 
not to be trusted implicitly. His talent for the picturesque, 
oombined with this want of exactness, may easily have led him 
fitt from the facts, without any intention on his part to depart 
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from them.' He relates that the poems were originallj written 
bj Shellej hond fide, with the exception of the first, of which 
*< the MS. had been confided to Shellej by some rhymester of 
the day," — ^that Shelley showed the proof sheets of Uiem to his 
fntare biographer, and that the two friends eventnally worked 
npon them to make them into borlesqnes. When this was effec- 
tnally done, the printer, who was to have published the Tolnme 
at Shelley's cost, offered to do so at his own, and it was issued 
under the name of the poor washerwoman who had attempted 
the life of (}eorge III., and who was still alive, confined as a 
lunatic during the pleasure of that monarch whom Shelley not 
many years later described with tolerable accuracy as '* An old, 
mad, blind, despised, and dying king." So successful was the 
hoax, says Hogg, that ** we used to meet gownsmen in High- 
street reading the goodly volume as they walked— pensive 
with a grave and sage delight. . • • It was indeed a kind of 
fashion to be seen reading it in public, as a mark of a nice dis^ 
comment, of a delicate and fastidious taste in poetry, and the 
very criterion of a choice spirit. Nobody suspected, or could 
suspect, who was the author; the thing passed off as the 
genuine production of the would-be regicide.'* It is, however, 
to be noted that, in the contemporary letter from Oxford printed 
, in the Dtary Illustrative of ike Times of Oeorge the Fourth (q.v.), 
the writer, who gives the common gossip of the University, 
speaks of Shelley as having published this book, and evidently 
understands it to be Shelley's own : he says ** Shelley's style is 
much like that of Moore burlesqued, for Frank is a very foul- 
mouthed fellow, and Charlotte one of the most impudent brides 
that I ever met with in a book " ; and this clearly implies that 
the writer considered the Epithalamium of Frangois Bavaillao 
and Charlotte Corday the production of Shelley and not o€ 
Margaret Nicholson, I agree with Mr. Bossetti in thinking that 
the traces of the process of burlesquing are not at all obvious. 
The poems, with one exception, do not strike me as more ex- 
travagant than others written by Shelley as a youth. If the ac- 
count is correct, the first poem should keep its place in Shelley's 
works for the sake of his share in burlesquing it : if incorrect, it 
is as likely to be his own as the rest ; and I must say that I think 
it more likely that Shelley produced the whole volume except 
that part of the Epithalamium of Bavaillao and Charlotte Corday 
mentioned in the following letter, not^ as far as I am aware^ 
published before,— -a letter having a very curious biUiographioal 
interest^ and not uninteresting on other grounds :— 
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Oxford Not. 80 1810 

Mj dear Graham 

I enclose a 5£ note which is all I can immediaielj 
spare ; I shall see jou in a forhiight. Whenever joa mention 
money make it visible^ as since haying looked oyer your letter I 
•can find nothing like it. — The part of the Epithalaminm which 
yon mention, (i.e. from the end' of Satan's triamph) is the pro- 
•dnction of a friend's mutresB ; it had been conclnded there, but she 
thought it abmpt and added this ; it is omitted in numbers of 
the copies, — that which I sent to my Mother of conrse did not 
-contain it— -I shall possibly send yon the abuse to-day, but I am 
afraid that they will not insert it— -But you mistake ; the Epi- 
thalaminm will make it sell like wildfire, and as the Nephew is 
kept a profound secret, there can arise no danger from the in- 
•deHcacy of the Aunt — ^It sells wonderfully here, and is become 
the fashionable subject of discussion — ^What particular subject 
do you mean, I cannot make out I oonfe8s.--Of course to my 
FaUier Peg is a profound secret ; he is better and recovering 
very fast. — ^How is the "King and what is thought of Political 
-aifainu 

Will you tell me what I owe you. 

Yours affec* 

P. B. Shelley 

Although Mr. Slatter ^ of the firm of Munday A Slatter has 
recorded that the book was *' almost still-born," it now appears 
that Shelley and Hogg are agreed in attributing to it a certain 
•circulation; and it may therefore be hoped that one of the 
castrated copies may yet come to light ; hvL% I have never yet 
seen one. 

I have only heard of four copies as extant at the present time ; 
and all of these contain the passage which the poet considered 
too indelicate for his mother's perusal, but which he seems to 
have relied upon as an incentive to buyers. This letter lends 
no support to the participation of Hogg in the authorship ; and 
it seems likely enough that the contribution towards the 
ridiculous epithalaminm is really the portion of the volume 
which Hogg had in his mind when he said the first poem was 
** confided to Shelley by some rhymester of the day." The 
reference to certain abuse which Shelley might possibly send to 
<xTaliam would amply sufiice a blindly infuriated assailant, such 
«8 Shelly has been blessed withal, as foundation for a round 

^ MdntgooMiT't Obc^fd (q.r.). 
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st&iement that the young Oxonian of eighteen years, whose ideas 
of literary morality were decidedly omde, had himself written.- 
an abnsiye notice of the indelicacy of the epithalamium, and' 
only feared it might not be inserted in the newspaper to which 
he had communicated it ; but such an interpretation of the- 
sentence would be, to say the least, decidedly insecure. 

Those who are sufficiently curious may learn something of 
the lunatic whose name seryed Shelley for a title, by consulting 
the Life and Transactioni of Margaret NtchdUon^ containing a- 
Particular Account of her Attempt to AeeoMinate his Majesty ; 
also Memoirs of her Bemarkable lAfCy from Irtfancy to 9 A Augusi 
when she was conducted to Bedlam^ by J, Fiske, 1786. Among- 
the curiosities of Shelleyan bibliography, it is amusing to note ' 
that a respectable London bookseller, desirous of conferring a 
fictitious Talue on this worthless Tolume, inserted in his cata- 
logue, wherein £1 15f. was demanded for a copy, a note to the 
effect that ** For editing the Posthumous Remains of Margaret 
Nicholson, the poet Shelley was expelled from Oxford,*' — a 
statement worthy of Shelley's last assailant. 

Some years ago a so-called fao-simile of the Fosthumaus- 
(4) Fragments was issued without any intentional indicaticm 

that it was not the original. But I presume it was exe- 
cuted from a much cut-down copy, for it is a considerably 
smaller quarto than the original. The same general particulars 
answer for the one book as for the other ; but for the benefit of 
the unwary it may be set down that the paper of the reprint is- 
thicker and stiffer than that of the original ; that the two long 
rules in the title-page aboye and below the words edited by John 
Fittsvictor are straight rules in the reprint and &ncy rules in 
the original ; that at page 8 of the reprint, line 12, halrfid is 
misprinted hatrfvl; that in the heading of the poem beginning 
at page 11 the word BavaiUac is transferred in the reprint to 
the third line, being in the second in the original, and that the 
** French rules " which are of the plain form '^ in the 
original are of two less simple forms in the ^ fieuysimile." 

The <mly other separate issue of the Pnthmnom Fragmewte- 
known to me is an ootayo reprint, namely 

POSTHUMOUS FRAOMBNTS OF MABOABBT NIOHOL. 
SON./ EoniD BT H. Boxtov Fobkah,/ and printed Sat- 
priTato distribatkio./ Moooouxm. 
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This reprint oonsiBtfl of tide as abore, a second leaf bearing a 
bibliographical note, flj-title, title-page, and Adyertisement as in 
the original, and pages 11 to 24of text. The issne was restrioted 
to 50 copies on ordinary paper, 25 on Whatman's hand-made 
paper, and 5 on Yellum. 



ST. IRVYNK 

St, Jrvyne is a dnodeoimo volnme consisting of flj-title, 8t 
Ifvyne;/ off/ the Basierucian^ with imprint at foot of the rerso, 
8. GoifiM^ Printer^ Littk Queen Street^ London^ title-page, and 
236 pages of text, with head-lines throoghont^ SU Irvine ; or^ 
on the left-hand, ihe Boikrv^iam on the right. At the foot 
of page 236 is the imprint Pnided by S. OoinM^ LitOe Queen 
Skeet^ London. The title-page is as follows : — 

(6) 

ST. IRVYNE ; 

OR, 

THE B08JCBUCJAN: 
A BOMANCK 



A GENTLEMAN 

or THE UN1TER8ITT OF OXVORD. 



LONDON: 

PRINTED FOR J. J. STOCKDALE, 

41, FALL MALL 

1811. 

In the letter of the 1st of April 1810, printed at page 5 of this 
Tolnme, Shellej says that, if some one whom he designates as 
Jock (probablj Bobinson, the publisher of Zastrozzi) will not 
giro 1^ *' a devil of a price " for his poem ** and at least £60 " 
for his *' New Bomance in three Tolnmes, the dog shall not 
hare them." Perhaps we may safely take this as a reference to 
SL Jrvyns^ and condnde that Mr. Bobinson did not see his way 
to giving £60 for the book ultimately published by Stockdale 
vnder cironmstances related in the series of articles discovered 
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by Mr. Garnett in BtockdMi Budget (q.T.). From one of 
Shelley's letters in that pnblication, it seems tliat Stockdale was 
at pains to *' fit 8U Irvyne for the press/' Shellej beinp^ ** bj no 
means a good hand at correction.*' On the 2nd of December 

1810, Shellej wrote asking ** When doe$ * St. IrvTne ' come 
ont P " ; on the ]8th of the same month he had seen Stookdale's 
adyertisement of it ; on the 20th he wrote to Hogg (Life, 
Volume I, page 145), *' St. Irvyne is come out ; it is sent to jou at 
Mr. Dayrell's ; jou can get one in London by mentioning my 
name to Stockdale"; on the 28th he wrote again (page 151 ),, 
** Yonr discrimination of that chapter is more just than the 
praises which you bestow on so nnconnected a thing as the 
romance taken collectiTely " ; and on the 11th of January 1811 
he had already had the bill for the printing, and was writing to 
Stockdale to request that a copy of the book might be sent to 
Harriett Westbrook. Mr. MacGarthy fonnd, in The THmet for 
the 26th of January and 2nd of February 1811, an advertisement' 
of 8t* Irvyiie opening with ^ The Univenity Bomance, — This day 
UpMished^ price only 5«."; and in The BrUiih OriHe for the 
same month Professor Dowden discoTcred a derisiye notice of 
the work. 

There seems to hare been a remainder of the book 
(7) unsold in 1822 ; for copies are frequently found made 

up from the original sheets, with a fresh title-page, 
worded precisely as the original title-page is worded, but 
with the date 1822. St Irvyne^ as well as Zaeirozzi^ was re- 
printed in The BomancUt as the work of Shelley (in No. 00, 
1840). 1 have neyer met with a 8t Irvyne as made up in 

1811, with a back label ; but the copies made up in 1822 have a 
back label which reads «« ST. IRV TNB ;/ OB, the/ Eo§%oruckm.l 
a IRomanCeV Price 4s./ Boards./ 1822." 



AN ESSAY ON LOVE. 

In a letter from Shelley to Godwin, headed ** Keswick, 
(8) Jan. 16, 1812 ", and printed in Hogg's Lifo (Volume II, 

pages 58-68) w^.read as follows: '^I have desired the 
publications of my eaiiy youth to be sent to you. You will 
perceiye that *Zastroszi' and * St Irryn' [fie] were written 
prior to my acquaintance with your writings — ^the 'Essay on 
Lore,' a little poem — since." 



h 
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It 18 of course possible that, as suggested by Mr. MaoCarthj, 
An E88ay an Love is another name for A Poetical Eeeay on the 
ExUting State of Thinge ; but it seems to me highl j improbable ; 
and if it were the same, the second title wonld afford another 
reason for not confoondhig the book with a missing satire of 
1811. It seems likely that An E$$ay on Love was one of the 
occasional trifles which ** A Newspaper Editor *' belieyed to 
hftTe been printed at Horsham at the cost of Sir Bysshe. 



LEONORA. 

Another sabstantiye work which was in all proba- 
(9) bility completed in mannscript, and almost entirely set 
up in type, was a novel entitled Leonora, said to have 
been written in conjanction with Thomas Jefferson Hogg. In 
the fourth edition of Bobert Montgomery's Oxford (q.T.)* in 
a ** Biographical Summary of Eminent Characters connected 
with the UniTersity,*' occurs a most interesting communication 
firom Mr. Henry Slatter, of the firm of Munday and Slatter* 
Among other details concerning Shelley, Mr. Slatter gave the 
following:— 

** About this same period * he wrote a novel, (in conjunction, I 
have since learned, with Mr. Hogg, of the same college), entitled, 
* Leonora,' which was commenced at the same press, but the 
printers refused to proceed with it, in consequence of discovering 
that he had interwoven his free notions throughout the work, 
and at the same time strongly endeavoured to dissuade him from 
its publication altogether ; but this was disregarded, and he 
afterwards took the copy to Mr. King, the printer, at Abingdoui 
who had nearly completed the work, but was stopped in its 
further progress, by the circumstance of Mr. Shelley's expulsion 
from Oxford, with his friend and associate Mr. Hogg.'* 

Of so much of the work as was set up there would at all 
events have been a certain number of proof sheets ; and the 
chances are that the term ** nearly completed*' includes printing 
off the issue of the greater part of the sheets. This venture 
therefore probably represents a considerable mass of print and 
paper ; and it is by no means safe to assume that the book went 
completely out of existence when the Oxford catastrophe came. 

> That if to My aboiit the JlfofyorffAScAotiMi period. 
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Book-hnnters sbonld be on the look-out for a book or poriions 
of a book entitled Leonora^ and sbonld not disdain the linings 
of earl J nineteentb centnry trunks as mines of possible biUio- 
graphioal wealtb. 



THE NECESSITY OF ATHEISM. 

Shellej*8 next extant publication after St. Irvyne appears to 
be the tract which led to his expulsion from Oxford. It is a 
single foolscap sheet, folded in octayo, and consists of fly*title| 
€it/ ipece00(tp of atfieWm, title-page as given below, a 
third leaf bearing the ** Adrertisement," the text occupjing 
pages 7 to 13, and finally a blank leaf. The imprint at the end 
is PkHUpif PrifUert, Worthing* There are no head-lines ; and 
the pages (8 to 13) are numbered oentrallj in Arabio figures* 

(10) 

THE 

NECESSITY 
or 

ATHEISM. 



Quod darft et penpicuft demonstratione careat 
pro Tero habere mens omnino nequis hnmana. 

JBaam de AuffmenL SeimU, 



WORTHING : 

Printed bt E. & W. PniLLm. 

Sold ia Loadkm aad Ozfofd. 

There is much talk about this little work in the books of Hogg, 
Medwin, and others ; but it has not been generally known that anj 
copj of it was extant. Some years ago I ascertained that the 
late Mr. Hookham had a copy bound up with other pamphlets by 
Shelley ; and from that copy, now in the possession of Sir Percy 
and Lady Shelley, the tract was reproduced in my edition. I haye 
only succeeded in hearing of one other extant example ; but it was 
probably from neither of these that the tract was reriewed in 
1822 in The Bright^m Magcmine (q.T.). Medwin says {Ljfe of 
ShOUy, Volume I, pages 189 et $eq.) that The NeemUy oj 
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waB ** never offered for sale *' : it was, he says, ** a general issue, 
a compendions denial of every allegation in order to pnt the 
whole case in proof. ... A formal mode of saying, — *Yon 
afiEurm so and so, — ^then prove it/... Bat those who are anxious 
to see this syllahns, may find it toiidem verbis in the notes to 
Queen Mab. This syllabus he sent to me among many others, 
and circulated it largely among the heads of colleges, and pro* 
fessors of the university, forwarding copies it is said to several 
of the bishops." There are two inaccuracies here, at least : it 
was offered for sale ; and the corresponding note to Queen Mab 
(that on the words *' There is no Gk>d ") varies much from the 
tract in detail. As to its being offered for sale, it is to be 
observed that Mr. MacCarthy (see SluMey's Early Life^ page 
108) found in the Oxfwd University atut City Herald of the 9th 
of February 1811, under the words Speedily wiU he pvUislied, to 
he had of the Booksellers of London and Otrford^ the title of the 
tract, and the motto from Bacon which turns out to be on its 
title-page. 

Moreover, Mr. Slatter*s contribution to the Appendix to 
Montgomery's Oxford^ already mentioned, is conclusive and 
unquestionable on this point. The following extract on the 
sulject of the pamphlet leaves no possible doubt as to its having 
been offered for sale ; and I have good authority for stating that 
the period for which it was *' on sale '* at Munday and Slatter's 
shop in Oxford was twenty minutes : — 

''The pamphlet for which Mr. Shelley was expelled his 
college was entitled ' The Necessity of Atheism,' and he himself 
strewed the shop windows and counters of his booksellers in 
Oxford, unknown to them, but gave instructions to their shop- 
man to sell them as fast as he could and at the charge of six- 
pence each ; shortly afberwards a judicious friend of the book- 
sellers, a fellow of a college, dropped in, and was attracted, by 
the novelty of the title, to examine the contents of the pamphlet ; 
he immediately desired to see one or both the principals, and at 
once inveighed against the dangerous tendency of such a 
pamphlet, and advised the destruction of them forthwith ; this 
was immediately complied with, and they proceeded into a back 
kitchen and burned them in this gentleman's presence ; at the 
same time these booksellers sent a request to Mr. Shelley, to be 
allowed a few minutes' conversation with him at their house ; he 
came instanter, and it so happened that counsellor Clifford, of 
0. P. notoriety, was in the house, and, being made acquainted 
with the Bolgeot and at the earnest request of the booksellenr. 
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undertook, in oonjanotion with the parties above-named, to use 
his best endeayonrs bj entreaties, till entreaty seemed of no 
avail, and next by threats, to dissaade him from the error of 
his ways ; for the sake of himself, his friends, and conneotions ; 
all seemed of no avail — he appeared to glory in the course he 
had adopted, and said that he had sent a copy of his pamphlet 
to every bishop in the kingdom, to the Vice-Chancellor, and the 
other heads of houses in Oxford, and other dignitaries, address* 
ing them under the fictitious signature of ' Jeremiah Stukeley.* *' 

Shelley's statement about the bishops may have been ** brag/! 
I do not think it was ; and it should at all events give us pause 
before dismissing as *' transparently improbable or impossible ** * 
Medwin's independent assertion ihsA, Shelley sent the pamphlet 
to the Bishops. The '' fellow of a college '* who '* dropped in ** 
is stated in a foot-note to have been the Rev. John Walker, 
B.C.L., fellow of New College, and afterwards vicar of Horn* 
church, Essex, editor of ''The Oxoniana'* <fec. It is well to bei 
particular on this point, because this meddlesome gentleman 
may perhaps be regarded as a claimant to the honour of having 
denounced Shelley to the authorities of University College. 
Mr. Rossetti records that *' A tutor of a different college is sup- 
posed to have denounced him." (Memoir, three volume edition. 
Volume I, page 23.) 

Mr. Slatter's record has its bearing upon the probabilify of 
recovering further copies of Tlie Necessity of Atheism; and it 
mast be borne in mind that Shelley sent one to Godwin later 
on, and therefore probably had some copies by him afber he 
left the University. On the other hand, Mr. Slatter says his 
firm sent a friendly hint to Messrs. Phillips, the printers, 
M warning them of the dangerous tendency of disseminating such 
vile principles, and the liabilify they ran of a prosecution by the 
Attorney General, at the same time advising the destruction of 
every remaining oopy, together with the MS. oopy, types, &c/' 
For the rest, as regards the considerable number of copies 
which probably got about, it must be remembered that the 
smallness of the tract rendered its existence peculiarly pre- 
carious. 

* Mr. RoMetti adopb this aoeptioal attitade in Um •sotDent OMnoir prefixed 
to hit three Toluoie editiofi ( V^amt I, psg* S8). 
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A POETICAL ESSAY ON THE EXISTING STATE 

OF THINGS, 

A Poetical Essay on the Existing State of Things is Raid to have 
been published bj Shelley for the benefit of Peter Finnertj, ini« 
prisoned for a libel on Castlereagh. There is enough evidence 
of such a Poem having been published, to justify its insertion 
in a Shelley bibliography. Personally, indeed, I do not doubt 
the existence of the book, or its authorship ; but as I conceive 
the laws of evidence, neither the one nor the other is proved. It 
is to the late Mr. D. F. MacCarthy that we owe the discovery that 
such a book might be added to the catalogue of Shelley's writings ; 
and the main facts in evidence are of Mr. MacGarthy's finding, 
and are to be apprehended by a patient examination of his volu- 
minous work ShMey*$ Early Life (q.v.). No copy of the book 
is forthcoming ; but that fact goes for nothing. That Shelley 
was interested in Finnerty is shown by the paragraph about 
that patriot and journalist in the Address to the Irish People 
(Prose Works, Volume I, page 352) ; but Mr. MacCarthy dis- 
covered that Shelley subscribed to a fund for Finnerty*s benefit, 
the subscription being acknowledged in The Oxford Herald for the 
2nd of March 1811 ; while, in the number for the 9th of March 
I8II9 Mr. MacCarthy found the following advertisement ** filling 
a space of about three inches, and printed in the most con- 
mpeuoQM pari of the paper, at the head of the first column " :— 

(11) 

flrttrratiirr. 

J^a pMiBked, Price Two SakiOinsif, 
A POETICAL ESSAY 

OM TBM 

Existing State of Things, 

' Amd FaMIHB at BBS BIDDIMO WASTED WIDB 
TbB WmBTCHBD LaKD, tux IH THE PuBUC WAT, 
FftOMlBCUOUS WHERE TUB DEAD AMD DTIHO LAT, . 
Boot FBD OV HUMAN BOEBB IN TBB OPEN LIOBT OF DAT. 

BT A 

GENTLEMAN of the University of Otxfard. 
For wnMng to maintain in Prison 

MB. PETER FINNERTY, 

IMniSONBD lOB A LIBEL. ^ 

LoiiKWi Sold bt B. Crosiit and Co., 

AND ALL OTBBR BOOXBBLLBRS. 
1811. 
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There is no donbt that, while Shellej was in Dablin in 
March 1812, agitating for Catholio Emancipation &e.^ a notice 
of him appeared in The Weekly Messenger^ a Dablin paper ; a 
letter from Shellej to Godwin pablished in Hogg's Life (Yolome 
II, pages 90-5) refers to a newspaper as being sent to the philo- 
sopher with a copj of Shelley's second Irish Pamphlet on the 
8th of March 1812 ; and in a postscript are the words '* You will 
see the account of lis in the newspapers." Mr, MaoCarihj 
showed that the newspaper sent vjo* that which he found to 
contain an account of Shelley, for (Godwin in reply quotes 
(Hogg's Life, Volume II, page 96) a passage from the Propoioli 
for an AssocicUion as giyen in The WeMy Messenger; but the fact 
that the poet sent the newspaper is hardly enough to authenti* 
cate, as Mr. MacCarthy contended, the Editor's statements about 
Shelley, one of which is as follows : — * 

**Mr. Shelley, commiserating the sufferings of our distin- 
guished countryman Mr. Finnerty, whose exertions in the cause 
of political freedom he much admired, wroto a yery beautiAil 
poem, the profits of which we understand, from undoubted autho- 
rity, Mr. Shelley remitted to Mr. Finnerty ; we hare heard they 
amounted to nearly an hundred pounds." 

The difficulty in regarding this as eren approximate proof of 
the thesis maintained is enhanced by the consideration that^ if 
the sale of the 2s. work were all profit, 1000 copies must be sold 
to produce £100. Moreoyer it should be obyious that other 
documents may exist undiscoyered, other poems unadyertizedi 
capable of throwing a different light on the affair; and it 
is altogether hasty to assume as a preyed and indisputable 
fact that the *' yery beautiful poem " was published or is idea* 
. tified. Mr. Bossetti, howeyer, discoyered and communicated to 
The Academy (19 December 1874) an additional statement of ' 
great yalue, and containing what seems to be an insoudani 
bungle, suggesting to the careful analyst at least authenticity. 
In the first yolume of A Diary iUustrative of the Timet i/ 
Oeorge the Fourth (q.y.) there is a letter dated the 15th o£ 
March 1811, written from Christ Church, Ozfordi detailing 
Shelley's doings. Here we read — 

" Talking of bookil, we haye lately had a literary Sun shine 
forth upon us here, before whom our former luminaries must 
hide their diminished heads— a Mr. Shelley, of TJniycrsify 
College^ who liyes upon arsenic, aqua-fortiSf hiJf-an-hour's sleep 
in the night, and is desperately in loye with the memofj of 
Margaret Nicholson. He hath published what he terms, tha 
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Postiramous Poems, printed for the benefit of Mr. Peter Finnertj, 
which, I am grieyed to saj, though stnfied fall of treason, is 
extremelj doll, but the Author is a great genius, and if he be 
not clapped up in Bedlam or hanged, will certainly proye one 
of the sweetest swans on the tuneful margin of the Charwell 
• • . . Our Apollo next came out with a prose pamphlet in praise 
of atheism • • . . and there appeared a monstrous romance in 
one yolume, called St. Ircojne [fie], or the Bosicrucian. 
Shelley's last exhibition is a Poem on the State of Publio 
Affairs." 

In a later letter the writer, whom Mr. Bossetti identifies as 
Mr. Kirkpatrick Sharpe, mentions Shelley's expulsion. The 
degree of accuracy or the reyerse seems to correspond well 
enough with the state of mind that would haye mixed up the 
facts about the two poetical yolumes ; and the passages quoted 
form strong presumptiyeeyidence that the Oxford adyertisement 
of the Poettcal Essay discoyered by Mr. MacCarthy refers to the 
fourth of the books mentioned in the Diary, But it is right to 
mention that another Oxford authority, Mr. Slatter (see ante, 
pages 12 and 16) was under the impression that Shelley designed 
the profits of Margaret Nicholson for Finnerty. As Mr. Rossetti 
says (Poetical Works, 1878, Yolume I, page 21), ** it is difficult to 
doubt that a composition named A Poetical Essay on the Existing 
State of Things was actually published, and that the author of it 
was Shelley." The mention of this title in the '* Catalogue ** 6£ 
The Poetical Eegister for 1810-1811 (q.y.) has no bearing on the 
question. Mr. MacCarthy conjectured that the poem would be 
satirical, and attempted to identify it with a missing satire of 
that period mentioned in Shelley's letters. It seems unlikely 
that the writer in The Weekly Messenger would call an early satire 
of Shelley's '* a yery beautiful poem " ; and I shall presently haye 
to consider the claims of a pamphlet to be regarded as the miss- 
ing satire. To saye the risk of disappointment in the Poetical 
Bseay^ let us clearly understand that, when that '* yery beautiful 
poem " does turn up, it will assuredly be found to be in the yery 
beautiful taste of the eighteenth century — ^probably a little less 
hollow and trifling than the Posthwmoue Fragments of Margaret 
Nieholson^ and somewhere midway between that leyel and the 
precarious altitudes of Queen Mabf wherein the still young 
muse of Shelley thought itself seriously oooupied in the interests 
cf posterity. 



\ 



•^ 



The Missing Satire of 1811. 28 



LINES ON A FETE AT CARLTON HOUSE, 

Mr. Bossetti in 1870, and again in 1878, published the 
(12) following fragment taken down bj Mn Oamett ** tram 

the month of the Bey. Mr. Oroye, a relatiye of Shellej,'* 
a fragment said to be all that Mr. Groye conld recall of **a 
poem of about fifty lines which Shelley wrote and printed on a 
f(§te which had taken place towards the beginning of the summer 
of 1811." The fragment runs thus : 

By the mossy brink, 
With me the Prince shall sit and think ; 
Shall mnse in risioned Regeney, 
Rapt in bright dreams of dawning Royalty. 

'* A stream of water," says Mr. Bossetti, *'had been made to 
meander down a long table ; and the eztrayagance of the afiair 
generally had excited some murmurs. Shelley, it is said, 
< amused himself with throwing copies of the poem into the 
carriages of persons going to Carlton House after the fdte.' ** 
It may be useful to add that, beside the expressions of dis- 
satisf action referred to aboye, there were at least two other 
poems on the subject. The first is probably well known to 
many people — Oadton House F4te; or^ the Disappoinied Bard 
Ac. iy Peter Pindcar, Esq, : in reyiewing this The Poetiedl Begttisr 
for 1810-11 (q.y.) speaks as if the matter were one of current 
ridicule. The other poem I find mentioned in the Catalogue of 
the same yolume of the Begisier, — 7^ Begent^e Fite or the PriMics 
and hU Couniry. By E, Fitzgerald^ Esq. Let us hope that soma 
one who has sayed these trifles for a ** Begency " ooUectioB haa 
also sayed Shelley's leaflet or pamphlet, whioheyer it was. 



THE MISSING SATIBE OF 1811. 

In a letter to Hogg dated the 20th of December 1810, printed 
in Hogg's Life of Shelley, Yolume I, pages 141-5, we read— **I 
am composing a satirical poem ; I shall print it at Oxford, unless 
I find, on yisiting him, that B. is ripe for printing whateyer will 
sell. In case of that, he is my man." **B." probably staada 
for Bobinsoui one of the publishers of ZatiromL Lei^ Hu&t 
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says in bis Autobiography that he " first saw Shellej daring the 
early period of the Examiner^ before its indictment on aocount of 
the Regent*'; and against this passage Mr. Thornton Hunt 
noted in the edition of 1860 that it was ** Mr. Rowland Hnnter 
who first brought Leigh Hunt and his most valued friend per- 
Bonallj together. Shelley had brought a manuscript poem which 
proTed by no means suited to the publishing house in St. Paul's 
Churchyard [Mr. Hunter's]. But Mr. Hunter sent the young 
reformer to seek the counsel of Leigh Hunt." Assuming the 
son's interpolation into the father's Autobiography to be accu- 
rate, this first meeting must hare taken place after the 2nd of 
March ISll, on which day Shelley in the express character of a 
stranger wrote to Hunt as editor of the Examiner (see Prose 
Worln, Volume III, page 339). Let us suppose he had finished 
the satire he was writing at Christmas and was awaiting the result 
of negotiations with Robinson or some other bookseller. In the 
summer of 1811 came the Carlton House F^te, at the period of 
which we know he was in Town ; and I think the allusions to a 
streamlet and a mossy bank (see page 23) indicate that that f ^te 
was fresh in his mind when he wrote the following undated 
letter now in tlie possession of Mr. F. Locker : 

** If Graham, within that democratical bosom of thine, yet 
lingers a spark of loyalty, if a trae and firm king's man ever 
found fayour in thy sight, if thou art not totally hardened to 
streamlets, whose mossy banks invite the repose of the wan* 
derer. • . .^ If, I repeat, yet thou lovest thy rulers, and kissest 
the honeyed rod : : — Then, Oraham do I conjure thee, by the 
great G^rge our King, by our noble Prince Regent and our 
inimitable Commander in Chief then do I conjure thee by Mrs. 
Clarke, the Duke of Kent and Lord Castlereagh, together with 
Lord Grenville, that thou wilt assist me, (as heretofore thou 
didst promise) in my loyal endeavour to magnify, if magnifica- 
tion be possible, our Noble Royal Family. High let them soar 
. • • liigh as the expanse of the empyrean, and may no invidious 
louse dare to interrupt the reveries of frensied enthusiasm. — In 
fine, GraBme, thou hast an harp of fire and I a pen of honey. 
Lei then the song roll • . • wide let it roll • • . Take thou thy 
tuning fork • ... for the ode is coming— lo I Fargy thou art as 
the bard of old, I as the poet of other times . . • When kings 
murdered men ; then was the lay of praise poured upon their 

' Hmm poinU art SheUey's and do not indioate omiaaioot. 
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ears . • when adnlaiioii fled far, and trnthy white robed eeraph, 
descended to whisper into royal ears . . . Thejr were not so mde 
as to saj * Thou Tyrant.' No ! nor will I •• see if I do. 

PhUobasUeos '* 

Outside the sheet is written the following stanaa, already 
giyen in my edition of the Poetical Works (Volume lY, page 
353), an efinsion, by the bye, which, as Mr. J* MacOarthj writes 
to me to point out, is translated from the Marsmllaise : 

Tremble Kings deHpised of man I ' 

Ye traitors to your Country 
Tremble I Your parricidal plan 

At length shall meet its destiny • • . 
Wo all are soldiers fit to fight 
But if we sink in glory's night 
Our mother KAUTll will give ye new 
The brilliant pathway to pursue 

Which leads to DEATJU or VICTOllY ... 

Now one would suppose that the help for which Shelley was 
here appealing to Graham, who was clearly used to receiving 
appeals of this kind, was help to got a poem in praise of the 
Boyal Family published ; and one knows that no such praise 
from Shelley would be other than ironical. That he had a poem 
to publish after March 1811 is clear, granting the accuracy of 
the Hunt evidence ; and wbat more natural than that ho should 
appeal to his confidant Graham after Hunter's people had re- 
ferred him to Hunt and Hunt had duly deprecated the publica- 
tion of anything Shelley had written at that time, as Hunt 
infallibly would 'have done P Whoever knows the Shelley of that 
period will feel pretty sure that he got his satire published, so 
that there is nothing left to do but to find and identify it. 

Some years ago, before I had any familiarity with the partiou* 
lars set forth above, I found at a bookseller's shop a thin 
pamphlet which I picked out from a large number of such things 
because it commended itself to me as having the general air of a 
juvenile work of Shelley's. Careful examination of it has dis- 
covered so many points of contact with Shelley that I describe 
it here in the hope that someone may either bring forward other 
and better evidence of its being his, or such evidence of its being 
someone else's as will *' put us to ignorance again " in regard 
to the missing satire of 1811. The title of my pamphlet nina 
thus : 
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(13) 

LINES, 
ADDBES8ED 

TO 

HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS 

THE 

PRINCE OF WALES, 

ON H18 

Being: appofnteti ^tstnu 

BY PHILOPATBIA, JUN. 

8BBU8 IN OELUM REDEA8 ; DIUQCB 
IXETUB 11VTBR8I8 POFULO QUIRINl. 

Horace, Ode 2. lab. 1. 

LONDON t 
PRINTED FOR SHERWOOD, NEELY, AND JONES, 

PATEBN08TKR-R0W { 
AND 80LD BT ALL OTHKR BOOK8ELLEft8. 



1811. 



It is an octavo pamphlet consisting of title-page, 4 pages of Pre- 
face headed To the Public^ with head-line Address and no nume- 
rals, and 18 pages of text containing fourteen lines in a full page. 
There is a pastoral-musical ornament at the head of page 1, re- 
peated at the end of the poem. At the hack of the title-page is the 
imprint Hamelin and Seijfang^ Printers, Queen Street, Cheapside, 

Concerning the title-page we have to note the resemblance 
between '* Philopatria, Jun." and *' Philobasileus," and the fact 
that the publishers are the same whose imprint afterwards ap* 
peared on the title-page of Loion eund Cythna, Hamelin and 
Sejfang, I belieye, were represented bj Seyfang only in later 
years ; and C. F. Seyfang was the printer of Swdlfoot tlie Tyrant, 
another Shelley pamphlet about George lY. The motto of 
Philopatria Junior shows that he had in mind, when writing 
these Lines to the Prince Regent, that ode to Ootavianus Ceesar 
in which Horace set forth that in Octavianns only could the 
state hope for support, and in which he implored him to '* seek 
his native skies late and live long among the people of Quiri- 
nos.** Such is the line of ironical adulation taken by Philo* 
pfttria Junior ; and such a composition might well be the " ode *^ 
with which Phiiobasilens threatened the devoted Graham. 
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AN ADDRESS TO THE IRISH PEOPLE. 

An Address to the Irish People is a *' stabbed " octavo pamphlet^ 
oonsifitiDg of title-page and 22 pages of text, inolading the post- 
soript, which occupies the last leaf. It is printed on three half- 
sheets, the title-pag^ being tho final leaf of the last half-sheeii 
and doubled back over the first two half-sheets. The pages hare 
no head-lines, but are numbered centrallj: and no printerV 
name appears. The title-page runs thus : 

AN ADDRESS, 

TO TUB 

IRISH PEOPLE, / 



BY PERCY BYS8HE SHELLEY. 
ADVERTISEMENT. 



The lowest possible price is set on this pHhlicaiiony heeanse it is the intenti&m ef 
the Author to awaken in the minds of the Irish poor ^ a knowledge ef thdr 
real state^ summarily pointing out the evils qfthat state, and suggesting 
rational means of renudy,'^Catholie Emancipation^ and a Repeal qf tie 
Union Act, (the latter, the most successful engine thai England ever wielded 
over the misery of fallen Ireland,) being treated qfin the following address^ 
as grievances which unanimity and resolution may refnove, and associations 
conducted with peaceable firmness, being earnestly recommended, as meems 
for embodying that unanimity and firmness, which must finally ks suecss^fuL 

ISubltn: 



1812 
Price — 5d, 

The type is exceedingly small and poor, and the paper very 
bad. Though jast double the length of the second Irish pam- 
phlet it has only two more leayes. The typography is mode- 
rately correct, though the punctuation, probably Shelley's, is 
eccentric. In editing the Prose Works, I followed it raUier 
than make and record^ innumerable small alterations, and I 
noted all those that it was absolutely necessary to make. There 
is a copy in the British Museum. Mr. MacCarthy, whose re* 
searches in the matter of the Irish Campaign are iuTalnable as 
to facts and details, fixed the date of publication of the Aditrm^ 
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fts nearly as need be : he allowed {8hdUy*$ Early Life^ pages 149 ei 
8eq.) that it came from the printer on the 24th of Febrnarj 1812, 
that copies of it were sent to Gt>dwin and Hamilton Bowan on 
that and the following day respectiyelj, and that an adTortise- 
ment appeared in The Dvblin Evening Post of the 25th and 29th 
of Febrnaiy, and Srd of March. 



PROPOSALS FOR AN ASSOCIATION. 

The Pfx>po8al8 for an Assodation appeared on Monday, the 2nd 
of March 1812, according to Mr. MaoGarthj (SheOey's Early 
Li/e^ page 172). It is an octaro pamphlet, consisting of title- 
page as giTen below, undated, and 18 pages of text, without 
head-lines, but nnmbered centrallj. 

(16) 
PBOPOSALS 

F0> AX 

ASSOCIATION 

OF THOSE 

PHILANTHROPISTS, 

WHO CONVINCED OF THE INADEQUACY OF THE 
MORAL AND POLITICAL STATE OF IRELAND TO 
PRODUCE BENEFITS WHICH ARE NEVERTHELESS 
ATTAINABLE ARE WILLING TO UNITE TO AC- 
COMPLISH ITS REGENERATION. 



BT 
PEBCT BTS8HE SHELLEY. 



IBulblm : 

PRINTED BY L ETON, WINETAVERN-STREET. 

The pamphlet is printed in the roughest style, with the worst 
possible inky on the worst possible paper ; and many letters are 
dropped ; but it is not particularly incorrect, except in regard to 
the words philanthropy^ phUanihropic^ <fec., in which, oftener than 
not, there is an ^ after the p in the last syllable. Though these 
redundant aspirates were omitted in the reprint given in the 
Library Edition, I did not think it worth while to record the 
particular instances of correctness or the rererse, or to alter 
mad record certain minor errors in grammar Ac*, for which 
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Shellej is probably responsible. The text was giren from Lord 
CarliDgford's oopj, formerlj in the ooUection of Sir Fnmois 
Freeling, who appears to haye come into possession of it through 
his connexion with the Post Office espionage of which an aooonnt 
was giren by Mr. MacCarthy. Stitched up with thia eopj are the 
original official correspondence relating to Shelleyt and a oopj 
of the Broadside Deelaration of Bight$, 



DECLARATION OF RIGHTS, 

In addition to the two Irish pamphlets, Shelley appears 
(16) to have got printed in Dublin the broadside entitled 

Declaration of BiglUs^ which afterwards led to the impri* 
sonment of his Irish servant Daniel Hill (or Healy) for nttering 
the same without an imprint. It is a roughly printed affi^ir, — 
a single leaf measuring 14 J. inches by 8{-^ inches. Although 
this curious document was reprinted by Richard Carlile in The 
Bepvhlican for the 24th of September 1819 (q*T*)f and figaree 
in Lowndes's Bibliographer's Manual (Bohn's edition, page 2374) 
as haying occurred in a certain copy of Queen Mab not now 
forthcoming, it remained for Mr. Rossotti to place it before the 
present generation of Shelley's readers in an article oontribnted 
to The Fortnightly Review for January 1871, entitled ** Shelley 
in 1812-13.*' Mr. Rossetti (page 71) points out the resemblances 
between this Declaration and two such Documents of the Frenok 
RcTolution, ** the one adopted by the Constituent Assembly in 
August, 1789, and the other proposed in April, 1798, by Bobes- 
pierre." Mr. MacCarthy (SheOen/s Early Life^ page 823) called 
attention to the recurrence, in the Deelaration of Bighii^ of cer- 
tain thoughts and phrases from the Proposdlifor an Aetociaiian. 
For a concise account of Shelley's proceedings at Barnstaple with 
this hand*bill, see page 37 of the memoir prefixed to Volume I of 
Mr. Rossetti's edition of Shelley's Poetical Works (3 Tolnmes, 
1878). There are two copies of the Broadside preserred in th» 
Public Record Office ; and Lord Carlingford has the copy sent 
officially to Mr. (afterwards Sir Francis) Freeling, Secretary of 
the Post Office, by the Post Office Agent at Holyhead, under 
circumstances fully detailed by Mr. MacCarthy (flheOey^e Bhtrfy 
Life^ pages 309 et $eq.). By his Lordship's courtesyi the text 
giyen in the IiibraTy Edition from that copy. 
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In collating the broadside Declaration with the reprint in The 
Bepublican for the 24th of September 1819, I have onlj found a 
single yerbai variation, an evident misprint, we for they, in the 
thirid line of article 26. The punctuation is also practically the 
same. We shall perhaps never know whether Shelley furnished 
Oarlile with the copy of the broadside from which the reprint 
was made; but it is not impossible, — scarcely improbable, as 
the poet had certainly a feeling of friendly interest in the more 
daringly practical agitator, which friendly interest was reci- 
procal. For, on the one hand, in a letter headed Florence, Nov. 
6, 1819 (Piose Works, Volume IV, page 138), Shelley says he 
1ms *'just finished a letter of five sheets on Garlile*s afiair** (a 
prosecution for selling books called irreligious) ; and, on the other 
hand, the fourteen volumes of The Bepttblican contain a number 
•of laudatory articles on and friendly references to Shelley. In 
the same number with the Dedaratioih of Bights is a rashly 
outspoken letter from Carlile to the Prince Regent, *'0n his 
answer to the Address and Petition of the Citizens of London^ 
in Common Council assembled, praying his Boyal Highness to 
institute an enquiry into the conduct of the Magistrates and 
Yeomanry Cavalry of Manchester,"— on the occasion of the 
^* massacre*' which inspired Shelley to write 2%6 Mask of 
Anarchy. The Declaration is followed in The Bepublican by 
three abstracts of "Benefits,'' which are extremely well set 
forth, and might or might not be memoranda of Shelley's for 
his still unpublished treatise on Reform. The first of these 
abstracts is headed «« BENEFITS OF THE REYOLITTION IN 
FRANCE, Concerning which it is presumed few wUl disagree.*^ 
The second is headed ** other brakches of reform. Concerning 
which it is presumed a great part of tJie consistent Friends of 
Freedom and of Human Happiness wHl he agreed,** The third is 
headed *' Ben^ts likely to accrue from a Beform in the House of 
. Commons^ or properly speaking, a Beix)lution in the Affairs of Great' 
Britain and Irdand.** These notes do not appear to be con- 
seoted with Shelley's Irish Campaign ; but, if his, might have 
been sent to Carlile with a copy of the JDecJoraium, irhioh was 
jippropriate enough to the political situation. 
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THE DEVIL'S WALK. 

The DeviVs Walk, a BaUad, published hj Shellej in 
(17) 1812, is a broadside measaring 18^ by 14^ inches : the 
ballad is printed in three oolnmns, divided into stansas 
as shown in my edition, but without numerals, which I added 
for convenience of reference. The title is in large old-English 
characters. The poem did not become generally known (indeed 
I do not know of any living person having heard of it) Qntil 
Mr. Hossetti reprinted it in a valuable article entitled ** Shelley 
in 1812-13,*' which appeared in The FortnighUy Reoiew for 
January 1, 1871 (q.v.). The circumstances under which the 
only copy of the broadside I have heard of as now extant got 
preserved, and eventually filed in the .Public Becord Office, 
form an important episode in the early career of Shelley. It 
is sufficient to state here that the original broadside was dis- 
tributed together with the Deda/ratian of Bightif with the aid 
of Shelley's servant, Daniel Hill (or Healy), and a curious 
machinery of boxes and bottles for marine service, about the 
shores of North Devon. Shelley was living at Lynmoutii at 
the time ; but it was at Barnstaple that Daniel Hill was appre- 
hended, convicted of distributing printed papers with no printer's 
name on them, and imprisoned. This poem of The DeviVs Walk 
is by no means unimportant as a land-mark in the history of 
Shelley's poetic developement ; and, as the honour of unearthing 
it belongs to Mr. Rossetti, I can do no better than quote the 
following remarks from his article. '* Many readers will re- 
member that there is a poem by Sonthey named The DeviV$ 
Walkf and also a poem by Coleridge named The DeviVs ThoughiSf 
the two being to a great extent identical. The original antiior- 
ship of this joint composition has been much discussed ; one 
statement is that Person was the real inventor. However^ I 
suppose that Southey's distinct assertion ought to be accepted : 
Southey himself started the idea, and wrote the larger part of 
the poem, in 1799 ; Coleridge wrote various stansas ; Person had 
nothing to do with it. Shelley's poem is obviously, nndis- 
guisedly, founded on that of Southey and Coleridge : he has 
borrowed the idea, and written a different composition to develop 
it. There is only one stansa (that which begins * Satan saw a 
lawyer a viper slay') that is directly appropriated from the 
eari^er work,— as I gathery from Coleridge's portion of it; and 
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OTen ihia is differentlj worded. Coleridge's prodnctioD, read 
apart from Sonthej*8, is no doubt better than Shelley's ; bnt I 
think Shellej's compares creditably with the completed joint 
original. There are certainly some good points in his DeviVi 
Walk ; and it may safely receiTO this extremely qualified meed 
of praise, that it is the best now extant piece of poetry pro- 
duced by the future author of Protneihem Unbound prior to the 
printing of Qneen Mab (1813)." 



A LETTER TO LORD ELLENBOROUOH. 

A Leiter to Lord EUenborotigh is a small octayo, or large old* 
fiishioned duodecimo : I cannot say which, for there are no signa- 
tures to mark the sheets, and Lady Shelley's copy, the only one 
I haye seen, is bound up in one precious Tolume with 2%a 
NecesiUy of Atheinn and the two Irish pamphlets. It consists 
of tiUe-pago as giren below, Adrertisement on a second leaf, 
and pages 1 to 28 of text, without head*lines, numbered cen* 
trmlly with Arabic figures in square brackets. It bears no 
pnnter^B name* 

(18) 

A LETTER 

TO 

LORD ELLENBOROUOH, 

Ooeukmed by the Sentence which he paned on 

M" D. I. EATON, 

At Fublieher of 
The THIRO PART of FAINE's AGE OF REASON. 



Beomm oflense, Diis cane. 



—It is oontnury to the mild spirit of the Christian Relieion, for no 
MAction can be found under that dispensation which will warrant a 
Qorenunent to hnpoee disabilities and penslties npon any man, on 
■eeouit of his reUgkNis opinions. {Hear, Bear.] 

Marqais WelMey's Speech. Globe^JnlyS. 
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A Letter to Lord Ellenbcrough. .33 

In a letter to (Godwin dated '* Cwm-Bhajader, June 11, 1812 *' 
(Hogg's Life, Yolnme II, page 129), Shellej writes thus : ** What 
do you think of Eaton's trial and sentence P I mean not to 
insinuate that this poor hookseller has anj charaoteristios in 
common with Socrates, or Jesus Christ, still the spirit which 
pillories and imprisons him, is the same which brought them to 
an untimelj end — still, eren in this enlightened age, the moralist 
and reformer may expect coercion analogous to that used with 
the humble yet zealous imitator of their endeavours. I have 
thought of aiddressing the public on the subject, and indeed 
haye begun an outline of die address. May I be favoured 
with your remarks on it before I send it to the world ?** Bj 
the 29th of Jaly the essay on this subject seems to haye been 
written and printed. Hogg (Volume II, page 152) represents 
Shelley as writing on that date that it had been printed in 
London ; but without seeing Shelley's letter we cannot be sure 
of the precise bearing of his words. Mr. J. B. Chanter, in 
SheicheB of the Literary History of Bamitaple (1866, page 55) 
giyes a circumstantial account of the printing of the tract hj 
Mr. Syle of Barnstaple; and Mr. MaoCarthy (Shdley^s Ecuiy 
Life^ page 345) accepts this statement. The greater part of the 
edition of A Letter to Lord EUenborough is said to haye been 
destroyed by Mr. Syle on his obsenring the nature of it ; bat 
fifty copies were sent to Mr. Hookham of Bond Street ; and Mr. 
Chanter says that they were distributed and could not be got 
back. Their transmission is mentioned in Shelley's letter to 
Hookham of the 18th of August 1812 (Shelley Memoriale, page 
38) ; and it was from a copy of the pamphlet presenred by IBEook* 
ham that Lady Shelley reprinted in the MemoriaU those portions 
which, being personal to Mr. Eaton and Lord Ellenborough, 
had not already been reprinted in the note on the words I wiU 
beget a Son in Queen Mob, From the same copy, by the kindness 
of Sir Percy and Lady Shelley, the pamphlet was giyen in its 
integrity in the Library Edition. Some yery trenchant passages 
were out of currency from 1812 till 1880. As in the case of The 
Necessity of Atheitm^ Shelley reyised his work when inserting it 
in Queen Mob, 

An abridged edition of the Letter, reprinted from the SKsttei^ 
Memorials^ appeared in New York in 1879 as No. 156 of the 
** Truth Seeker Tracts." It consists of six leayes sewn together, 
without title«page or wrapper, but headed thus :-* 
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(19) 
Free Speech and Free Presd./ BY PEROT BTSSHB 

SHELLEY./ A LETTER TO LORD* ELLENBOROUGH OOOA- 
8I0NED BT/ a BENTENGE PASSED BT HIM UPON ME. J. D./ 
EATON FOR PUBLISHIKQ PART THIRD OF PAINE's/ ** AGE OF 

reason" about THE TEAR 1812./ {Dediooied io Judge 
Benedioi] 

Mr. B. Forder, to whom I am indebted for this tract, tells me 
that the occasion of its issoe was the imprisonment in 1879 of 
Mr. D. M. Bennett, Editor of The New York Tndh-seeker^ who 
was sentenced hj Jndge Benedict to thirteen months* imprison- 
ment, serred eleyen, was afterwards sent on a Yojage ronnd the 
world by the free-thinkers of America, was fdted in London at 
the Hall of Science in September 1881, arrived home in October 
1882, and died suddenly a few days after his retnm. My in- 
formant says the tract had an immense sale in the United States 
and Oanada, and that Ool. Knox-Browne of Texas spent a then- 
fland dollars in copies which he gare away in most of the prin- 
cipal cities of the States. 

In 1883 the complete Letter was reproduced from my edition 
as a separate pamphleti witk the following title :— - 

(20) 

SHELLEY/ on/ BLASPHEMY./ being his/ %ztttt tO %Otb 
(ClUnbOtOUffl),/ occasioned BT the/ Sentence which he 
passed on Mr. D. L EATON,/ as Publisher of the Third 
Part of/ PAINE'S •* AGE OP REASON."/ PBIOE 
ONE PENNY./ LONDON:/ PROGRESSIVE PUBLISH- 
ING COMPANY,/ .28 Stonecutter Street, E.G./ 1888. 

This is a single sheet folded in eight, without wrapper. On 
the Terso of the title-page is Shelley's Adyertisement. A short 
** Introduction " beg^ins on page 8 and ends on page 5, where the 
Letter commences. At page 8 is a foot-note signed ** J. M. W." 
(Joseph MaEsini Wheeler). The Letter ends on page 14. 
Page 15 is occupied by the lines ** Think not the tyrants will 
rule for erer," Ac, and the imprint of the Oompany ; and at 
page 16 are adTertisements of Mr. G. W. Foote's publications. 
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QUEEN MAB. 

Thea(2i<ta|)rinc«pffof QiMenlfodiB aorownootoTOToliimaooii* 
sisting of title-page, Dedication, pages 1 to 122 of tezt^ fly-title 
^o^Mf and pages 125 to 240 of Notes. Inerer saw aoopy with a 
printed label, and hare no reason to think there was one. The 
title-page runs thns : 

(21) . • 

QUEEN MAB; 

■ A 

PHILOSOPHIOAL POBH: 

WITH NOTES. 

t 

BY 

FEBOT BYSSHE SHELLEY. 



ECRASEZ LIKFAME! 



Avia Pieridum peragro loca, nalliut ante 
IVita solo ; Javat integros aocedere fonteif j 
Atqne haurire : jaratque dotos deoerpere flociat. 



Unde prias nulli Telarint tempora muas. 
Primnm quod magnis dooeo de rebus $ et arotb 
Beligioniim animoa nodis extolTcre pergo. 

iMcrdAfhAr. 



Arokimeda, 



LONDONt 

PRINTED BY P. B. SHELLBY, 

23, Cbapd Street, GroeTenor Square. 

1813. 

In a letter to Mr. Thomas Hookham, dated the 18th of 
August 1812, Shelley says '* I enclose alsoy by way of specimen, 
all that I hare written of a little poem begun since my arriral 
in England. I conoeire I hare matter enough for six more 
cantos. You will peroeiye that I hare not attempted to temper 
my constitutional enthusiasm in that poem. Indeed, a poem is 
mie ; the iron-souled Attorney-General would scarcely dare to 
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attack. The Past, the Present^ and the Fatnre, are the grand 
and comprehensiye topics of this poem. I hare not yet half 
exhausted the second of them." The editor of the Shelley Me- . 
moriaU^ wherein, at page 39, this passage occnrs, says **The poem 
here allnded to is (I conceire) Queen MaW* This assumption 
is ahnost certainly correct ; for, even if we may tmst that state- 
ment of Medwin {Life of Shelley ^ Volume I, page 153) which 
carries the commencement of the composition as far back as the 
antomn of 1809, we may be qnite certain that anything sketched 
by Shelley in 1809 and resumed in 1812 wonld be entirely re» 
written ; and he might naturally speak of it as a newly-com- 
menced work. The poem was finished in February 1813 ; and 
the notes were put together after that date. He did not publish 
the book in the usual way, but printed it privately. I should 
say the errors and irregularities of the press were comparatiyely 
few. The book was printed on fine paper, in the belief that, 
though it would not be read by the aristocrats of that day, it 
might be by their sons and daughters ; and the chances are that 
not a copy, of the 250 said to hare been printed, was wasted. 
Carlile, one of the numerous publishers of piratical editions of 
Queen Mab^ affords us a curious piece of eridence on this point : 
an advertisement was issued by this man in Hie BepMican in 
1822, shortly after Shelley's death, to the effect that he had on 
sale, with his own edition of Queen Mabf 180 copies of Shelley's 
edition ; and, looking at the rapidity with which pirated editions 
followed Oarlile's, I should not doubt that he got rid of all of 
bis. 

In the Ahuior volume, it will be remembered, Shelley pub- 
lished 2%e Doemon of the Worlds a Fragment^ — a very much altered 
version of the first two Oantos of Queen Mob. This altered ver^ 
sion he completed by a similar revision of the last two Cantos, as 
" Pftrt II." The two parts show pretty clearly what the mature 
Shelley of 1815 considered worth preserving of Queen Mob ; and 
it seemed to me when editing the poems far better to introduce 
Part II among the mature works than to give it in the form of 
extensive notes along with the immature Queen Mob, in the 
appendix of juo6niUa. Indeed, no ordinary reader could form 
anideaof thescopeof jT^Dcenionof i^ TTorJiif it were left to 
be picked out from notes, however careMly those might be 
ihuned with a view to facilitate this operation ; and only a few 
iitadenta wonld find time to reoonstract the poem in imagi* 
nation. 

The revised oopy of Qi*^0pi Mai from which the oomplement 
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The Revised Copy of Queen Mob. 37 

of The DoBmon of the World was giren in mj edition laj perdu 
for nearly twenty years. It was mentioned by Medwin as long 
ago as 1847, in ike first Tolnme of his Life of SheUey (pages 101 
ei seq,) ; and some further acoonnt of it appeared in Middleton's 
SheUey and hie Writings in 1858. Medwin refers to it as in the 
possession of Mr. Brooks, who reissued several of Shelley's 
works : '* He had,** says Medwin, ** a correspondent at Marlow, 
who knew Shelley, . • . firom whom he obtained a copy of 
Queen Mdb^ which, like The Wandering Jato, had probably been 
left by SheIIey*s inadyertence in his abode there. This copj 
was exceedingly interlined, rery much curtailed and modified, 
as by a specimen given in a fragment entitled The Dcemon of the 
Wwld appended to AloBtoT ; and what is still more important 
and worthy of remark, with the Notes torn out. This copy 
had been revised with great care, and as though Shelley had an 
intention at the time of bringing out a new edition, an idea 
which his neglect of his labour shews he soon abandoned. This 
emendated work is a great curiosity, and has scattered about the 
pages rude pen-and*ink drawings of the most fantas^ kind, 
proving the abstraction of his mind during this pursuit . • • • 
That Mr. Brooks (he was the publisher if not the printer of the 
Owenites) did not make use of the refaeeiamenti or penUmaie 
[sic'] in his reprints of Queen Mdbf may easily be conceived, for 
ikese very alterations were the only objectionable parts to him, 
and he would have thought it a sacrifice to have struck ont m 
word of the original text, much less the notes. Queen Mab is 
indeed the gospel of the sect, and one of them told me that he 
had found a passage in Scripture, that unquestionably applied 
to Shelley, and that the word Shibh was pronounced in the 
Hebrew precisely in the same manner as his name.*' 

Middleton says in his preface, ** Captain Medwin, who was 
aware of the existence of the volume revised and corrected bj 
Shelley himself, appears to have been but imperfectly acquainted 
with it. I have been enabled to supply a deficiency in this 
respect, and the specimens given will convey a favourable idea 
of the value of the whole.** As will be presently apparent, 
Middleton himself was in 1858 either ^ but imperfectly ac- 
quainted ** with the book, and also with the intentions of its 
owner,— or desirous of keeping the public ill-informed on the 
subject. He announced in a foot-note that ** a new edition of 
Queen Mab, with Shelley's own revisions," was ** preparing for 
the Pt«ss " ; but no such edition has yet, I believe, been pnUishad. 
His account of the disoovery of the volume is a mystified repro* 
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duction of Medwin's aoconnt. ** The volume which Shelley re- 
vised/* says Middleton, ** and enriched with many additions and 
oorrectionSy was left at Marlow, where it had been thrown aside, 
and, no donbt, forgotten, among the many anxieties he was there 
subject to. It fell afterwards into the hands of a gentleman 
attached to the Owenites, and has been ever since oar^Uy con- 
cealed from the eyes of tiie world. As the poem stands in the 
original, its doctrines exactly accord with their tenets, and it is 
to a considerable extent the gospel of the Owenites, while these 
revisions and erasures would have produced it in a very modi- 
fied form.'* 

Middleton collated four passages of the Doemon of the World 
firagment (in the AUutor volume) with the corresponding pas- 
sages in Queen Mab^ italicizing the variations (and these pas- 
sages show one or two verbal variations that are not in the 
fragment and are in the book) ; he printed three lines which he 
described as being introduced into the '* conclusion of the fourth 
division of the poem," though they really happen to be the three 
dearest lines of a rather complicated interpolation for the open- 
ing of the fifth division, written in the convenient blank half- 
page fiunng that opening ; and he quoted two other manuscript 
variations of three lines each,r— one for the fifth and one for the 
ninth section. Thus, as Part I of The DcBmon of the World was 
already published by Shelley himself, the public was indebted to 
Middleton for nine lines of variorum readings. It is curious to 
find the revisions g^ven by Middleton difiering occasionally from 
both the AJoiior version and that of the revised Queen Mai. 
For instance the passage which in Queen Mob stands thus 

TIm other, rosy as the mom 

When throned on ocean's ware 

It blushes o'er the world : 
Yet both so passing wonderful ! 

m said 1^ Middleton to be remodelled into 

The other, glowing like the rital day 

When, throned on ocean's wave 

It bloshes o'er the world t 
Yet both so strange and wonoerfiiL 

Now the first line as altered in pencil in the book oan be so 
Blade out, though Shelley eventually printed 

. The other glowing like the rital 1110m 

When throned on ocean's ware 

It iteatkm ever the world 
YtC both mpamitig tirmige end wonderfiiL 
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The word hreaiheB ia also plainlj written in the reriaed book 

and hlutiheM plainlj cancelled; bnt the cancelling of oV and 

writing of over are rery faint. There ia a ea/nt between paaing 

and vHmderfidf no word marked ont in that line, but the word 

dark written in the margin, and strack cat agaby another word 

being pnt beside it, which is nnintellig^ble, bnt ia certeiniy not 

the word itrange. The inference sejsms to me to be that Mid- 

dleton had had rerj limited access both to this book and to the 

Aloitar Tolnme ; for how can he have got the word iiramg§ bnt 

from that, or the vital day bnt from this ? Later on, he aaja the 

line 

lyom the eelettial hoofs, 

(by the bye, he says hoof) is altered to 

From (he oelettial jwiioM, 

and so it is in the reyised book, plainly, in ink ; whereaa in the 
Alasior yolame we hare 

From the swift sweep of wings. 

If on one occasion he had jotted down, in a copy of Queen Mab^ 
some of the revisions in this book, and on anotiier some of those 
in the Alasior Tolnme, he might easily haye got snoh a result as 
we find, when he came to make np his notes for a parade of 
yariations shown by the book. Referring to the passagea he 
quotes, he says, — ** These I only give as specimens of the re- 
yisions contained in this curious yolume. It is evident from 
their variety and the nature of them, that Shelley had gone 
carefully through the poem ; and it is to be regretted that he did 
not publish it in the form his riper judgment and discriminaiioii 
would have approved of; but two years later he seems to bare 
entertained the idea of entirely remodelling the poem in the 
form of the regular rhyming stanza of octosyllabic verse;. an 
idea which, from the specimen given in Mrs. Shelley's notes of 
the Invocation to the Soul of lanthe, the reader will observe it 
is by no means to be regretted he did not accomplish.** It is 
here to be remarked that the expression **two years later'* 
seems to imply that the revisions were made in 1813 ; indeed 
Middleton says *' no sooner was this volume printed than he 
began to waver in his notions concerning it, and industriodaly 
sat down to the work of revision"; but no autiiority for thin 
statement is adduced beyond the fact of a copy having been re- 
vised ; and I think it most unlikely that the revisiona were of 
an earlier date than 1815. Thus the idea tiiat Shellqr vnr 
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tboagbt of doing the whole poem in rhyming st&nsas maj be 
dismiBsed m an asenmption of Middleion's based npon a fictitious 
dissociation of the Diemon's Inrocation^ from the rest of the re— 
Tisions. Mrs. Shelley, in her note on Queen Mdb^ says, ** a few 
years after, when printing AUutor^ he extracted a small portion 
which he entitled *The Dsomon of the World;* in this he 
changed somewhat the yersification — and made other alterations 
scarcely to be called improyements. I extract the invocation of 
Qaeen Mab to the Soul of lanthe, as altered in * The Dasmon 
of the World.' I g^ye it as a specimen of the alterations 
made." This has always seemed to me to fix the date of the 
rerision as 1815. 

This superficial acquaintance of Middleton*s with the bearings 
of Mrs. Shelley's note corresponds precisely with a very meagre 
acquaintance with the revised book about which he makes so 
much parade to such small result; and, in support of my 
suspicion that he had only been able to make an inspection of 
the most cursory kind, I may obserre that two of the three-line 
specimens which he quotes from the emendations are written 
prominently and clearly, and that the third, which is a little 
difficult to make out (but certainly not more difficult than the 
passages from the AUutar volume given as from the revised copy 
of Queen Mob) is not only imperfect, but incorrect even as far as 
it goes. I think that, if Mr. Brooks held the views attributed to 
him by both Medwin and Middleton, he would not have been 
likely at that time to let Middleton see much of the book ; and 
that he was the ** gentleman attached to the Owenites," whose 
name is so carefully concealed by the later biographer, is suffi- 
ciently evidenced by the fact that the book was still in his hands 
in or about 1870, when he gave it to an enthusiastic lover and 
indeed disciple ' of Shelley's. Eventually, however, Middleton 
must have had the book at his disposal ; for a copy exists with 
the manuscript markings carefully transcribed, apparently by 

* Fu;et 63-4, Volome I, of my ediikm. 

* This WM Thomas Wade, tlie author of Mundi et CordU Ca/iitiina and 
Biimerous other admirable works, through the greater part of which there runs 
a dear note of Shelley's influence. His most beautiful poem is perhaps The 
ComiaUi&n ^ Death imd Love, written upon the text, from La4m ami CyAna, 

I am worn away 
And Dsath and Love are still contending for their prey. 

Wade died in 1S75, after a literary career of half a century, concerning which 
m little is generally known, that be certainlr ranks among ** the inheritors of 
aafblfUled lenown.** It was by the great kindness pf his widow (since de- 
1) thall was enabled to glre the pablks the beneflt of thiskmg^hidden book. 
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him ; but this may jast as well have been done after the isana of 
Shdley and hU WrUingi as before. If before, we are almost 
bound to assume ** malice prepense '' instead of ignoranoe as the 
explanation of his inaccuracy ; and I do not lean towards malice 
prepense in his case or Medwin's. 

Until the actual book worked upon by Shelley came into my 
hands I was never wholly satisfied that there were not two re- 
vised copies of Queen Mob in question, one seen by Medwin and 
one by Middleton, — a doubt which of course involved the snspi* 
ciott that Middleton was under a misapprehension as to the 
identity of the copy he saw with that which Medwin saw. Med- 
win could not remember the name of the gentleman from whom 
Mr. Brooks had the book ; and Middleton, though giving thai, 
concealed Mr. Brooks's name ; but, as there is no oonceivable 
reason for doubting that Medwin really refers to the copy in the 
hands of Mr. Brooks (about whom his statements are very cir- 
cumstantial), and as the copy lying before me as I write is un- 
questionably the one Middleton saw, I think it follows as a 
matter of course that there really was but one copy in question. 
The absolute certainty that this is the copy referred. to by 
Middleton rests principally on a very curious detail: the re- 
visions for the Dceman of the W.orld fragment in the Alaetor 
volume form no positive identification, although they are strongly 
in favour of the identity, — and the other three variations given 
by Middleton might have been written by Shelley in more copies 
than one, though they were not likely to be copied as exactly as 
the correspondence of Middleton's extracts with the book would 
indicate; but Middleton says: *'At the condusiQn of the 
fourth division of the poem, some additional lines are intro- 
duced — 

' The budf unfold more brigbtly, till no more 
Or frust, or shower, or change of seasons mar 
The freshness of its amaranthine leares/ 

And underneath the last line are written the words a liopaxm^ 
which might lead us to suppose that while the poet was com- 
posing the line he was musing over the Ghreek derivation of the 
word amaranthine.*' I turn to the revised book and find the 
Greek words written precisely in the place indicated. I am 
strongly impressed with the belief that Middleton's first know- 
ledge of the book's existence was derived f^rom Medwin, and that 
it was through reading Medwin's Life that he was indnced to 
seek out Mr. Brooks. 

As regards the discrepancies between Medwin's desoriptioii 
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and the facts of the book lying before me, I can only say they 
are highly characteristic of Medwin's whole work, which I have 
no donbt is meant for trne, but which is one of the least accurate 
books ever published* He says the notes were torn out of the 
copy he describes ; and we find the notes here, but without a 
single mark upon them: he says the book '^has icaJtUred about 
the paget rude pen-and-ink drawings of the most fantastic kind; '* 
and we find one side of the cover decorated in this way, and one 
page ornamented with four gpx)tesque faces, scrawled with a pen 
and ink between and among some lines of fresh yerse written for 
The Dcemon of the World. These yariations of description and 
fact g^ for nothing, in the circumstances of the case : supposing 
the book before me to be the one described, the account is pretty 
accurate for Medwin, — who may easily hare forgotten whether 
the notes were ignored by excision or by simply being left alone, 
and would be most unlikely to hare more than a yague notion of 
the pen-and-ink scribblings. I take it, therefore, for almost 
a certainty that the book mentioned by Middleton, and now 
under description, is as Middleton stated, the one described by 
Medwin. 

There is still one point on which I feel some doubt : both 
biographers are agreed in stating that the book was got by Mr. 
Brooks from a gentleman at Marlow who came by it accidentally : 
Mrs. Wade, on the other hand, told me that when Mr. Brooks 
gave it to Wade, he stated that it had been given to him by 
Shelley ; and that Shelley really did give it away is to some 
extent implied by its having the usual mutilations. It is well 
known that when Shelley gave away copies of Queen Mob he re- 
moved the title-page, the dedication to Harriett, and the imprint 
at the end of the volume ; and from this revised copy, these 
portions are cut out with a knife according to his fashion. I do 
not see why he should have removed them if he were going to 
keep the book. 

The first point of interest is found inside the cover, where 
Shelley has written, in pencil, T%e Queen of the Univene, as if he 
had some idea of re-christening his poem by that name : under- 
neath are written, also in pencil, the words the metre-^Pasior 
Fu20,-— evidently a memorandum for that passage in the preface 
to JJoitar ^bc, wherein he describes the metre of The Dcemon of 
the World as being ^ that of Samson Agonistes and the Italian 
pastoral drama." This detail is of consequence as hinting that 
this copy was really in use by Shelley while he was getting out 
the AlMtor volume. 
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The first two sections show maoj of the oopions rerisions' 
made for the Dasmon of ike World figment published in that 
Tolnme, — some in penoil* some in ink ; and there are of oonrsfr 
cancelled readings. It is to be remarked that the rhymed Lito- 
cation of the Dasmon is wanting ; but, as there are some pin- 
holes in this part of the book, I have no donbt the InTOcation 
was written on a separate sheet (indeed there was no room to 
write it in the marg^) and finally detached for printer's 
eopy, when the fragment went to press as part of the AUmloir 
Tolame. 

The third section is nntonched : the fourth has seren lines 
cancelled, but nothing written in their place : the first page of 
the fifth is much rerised and interpolated, but the rest nn- 
tonched : the sixth contains the reyision of a line and a half for 
the passage which was detached nnder the title of SuipeniiUion 
and published with Ala»ioT^^ but no farther change ; and the 
serenth is intact. The eighth and ninth sections contain the 
important reTisions and interpolations for the Second Part of 
TheDamon of the Worlds first published in the third Tolume of my 
edition ; and there are also alterations in passages that were after 
all rejected from the rerised poem : these appear in vananm^ 
notes to Queen Mah in the fourth Tolume of my edition. 8helley*8 
way of indicating the transpositions that form a part of the re- 
yision was not very easy to fathom, though secure enough when 
found out ; and it would be impossible to describe it dearly. 

The only remaining peculiarity of this copy is a sum done in 
pencil on the fiy-title to the Notes ; but eren so small a matter 
as a sum in simple multiplication may be psychologically inte* 
resting. The one in question is a multiplication of 122 by 21 ^ 
and the correct result is duly arrived at. Shelley eridently 
wanted to know about how many thousand lines Queen Mab con- 
tained; and his method of approaching that knowledge was 
characteristically inexact. The poem ends on page 122 : the full 
page contains 22 lines : a page with one space before a new para- 
graph contains 21 lines; and Shelley would seem to haye 
accepted that as the average, — ^leaving out of consideration the 
eighteen opening and concluding pages, four entirely blank 
pages occurring when the section chances to end on a recto, and 
the numerous instances in which the number of lines in a page* 
is reduced below 21 by multiplication of spaces. 

It is also worth recording, as charaoteristio of another menial 

1 YoliiiMl,p«g«66,ofmy«ditioB. 
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trait of Shelley, that one of the rnde sketches, mentioned as 
bebg on the cover of the book, represents a pool of tranquil 
water surrounded by rocks, — a good haunt wherein to write 
poetry and sail fleets of paper boats. 

The copy of Queen Mab mentioned above as having Shelley's 
manuscript marks transcribed in it by Middleton was sold by 
Messrs. Pnttick and Simpson on the 17th of November 1880. 
It was announced and catalogued as containing copious emenda* 
tions in the autograph of Mrs. Shelley ; but, on my pointing out 
to the auctioneers that the writing was certainly not Mrs. 
Shelley's, they sold the book simply on its merits. It is rather 
to record that the current report of a copy emendated in Mrs. 
Shelley's writing has no foundation than because of its own in- 
trmsic interest that this example of the editio prmceps is specially 
described here. It is by means of a note signed ** G. S. M.", in 
the same writing as the transcriptions, that Middleton's hand is 
traced. The volume was half-bound, with the margins con- 
siderably ploughed away ; but it nevertheless fetched £30. 

A far more interesting copy was sold by Messrs. Sotheby, 
Wilkinson and Hodge in August 1879 for £58, and was bought 
by Messrs. Ellis and White, of 29 New Bond Street, who sold it to 
Mr. Brayton Ives of New York. This was the copy given by 
Shelley to Mary Wollstonecraft Oodwin, his future wife, and 
written in by her in July 1814. Inside the cover at the beginning 
is written hastily in pencil in Shelley's hand ** Mary Wollstone- 
craft Gk>dwin, P. B. S." ; and inside the other cover, also hastily 
written in pencil, are the words " You see Mary I have not for- 
gotten yon ". The title-page and imprint are cut out (with a 
knife, as usual) ; but the dedication to Harriett is left in, and 
beneath it is written by Shelley, very carefully in ink, — 

*' Count Slobendorf was about to marry a woman, who 
■attracted solely by his fortune, proved her selfishness by desert- 
ing him in prison." 

I have no data for the elucidation of this reference ; but there 
is likeness enough between the names Sk^endoftrf KaA Slahrendorf 
to justify the insertion of the following extract from Gk)d win's 
Memoiri of the Author of a Vindication of the Bights of Woman 
(1798, page 102, or in the second edition of the same year, page 
105) : ** Another person, whom Mary always spoke of in terms of 
ardent oonunendation, both for the excellence of his disposition, 
«iid the force of his genius, was a Count Slahrendorf, by birth, I 
believe, a Swede.'* 

What the younger Mary Gk>dwin wrote at the en4 of the 



■\ 



Mary SheUey'B Copy of Queen Mab. 45 

oopj of Quaan licSb giTen to bar 1^ her ftiiiiM httslMUid is m 
follows : 

** Jnlj 1814. This book is sacred to me and as no otiier 
oreatnre shall ever look into it I maj write in it wbai I please 
^jet what shall I write — ^that I love the anthor bejood all 
powers of expression and that I am parted from him denreei h 
onlj love — bj that lore we bare promised to eaoh other 
although I maj not be yours I can nerer be anoihors. Bnt I 
am thine ezclosiyelj thine 

By the kiss of love tbo glance none saw bsrids 
liie smile none else might understand 
The whispered thought of hearts allied 
The preesnre of the thrilling hand 

I have pledged myself to thee and saored is the gifk. I romem* 

ber your words — ^yon are now Mary g^ing to mix with many 

and for a moment I shall depart but in the solitnde of jonr 

chamber I shall be with yon — yes yon are ever with me naorod 

Tision 

But ah I feel in this was given 

A blessing never meant for me 
Thou art too like a dream from heaven 

For earthly k>ve to merit thee." 

The end-paper bearing this inscription has been refastened into 
the book at some time since the writing was done, and the final 
syllable of the word undeniomd is hidden. Hence in the ano« 
iioneers' catalogue the word undet^ which is all that remains 
yisible, was printed as tender. I wrote to the editor of Th^ 
AtheruBum to correct this error ; and my letter was mainly trans* 
ferred to The Times, and thence to a great number of prorinoial 
and other papers, without any one of the editors and oorrespon* 
dents concerned remarking that the two quatrains were quo- 
tations from Byron. When at leng^ some one pointed this 
out, there were actually suggestions that, this being so, the 
writing could not be Mrs. Shelley's I Nothing could be more 
nonsensical The writing is Mrs« Shelley's ; and the moral of 
the tale is that we do not care so much about Byron's songs as 
our parents and grandparents did ; so that lines which were in 
eyery one's mouth in 1814i, and were the most natural for a 
young girl, circumstanced as Mary (Godwin waSy to express her- 
self in, are now of such small account that those who are most 
interested in poetry pass them unrecognised. Whether the lineo 
were original or quoted had no bearing whaterer on the gennine* 
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ness of the book. I maj mention that, when the yolame was 
-sold, it was in the orig^inal boards, and with the edges nncnt. 

A fonrth copj of Queen Mab of special interest is mentioned 
in Iiowndes*s Bibliographer's Manual. This was a copy which 
had the broadside Declarcdion of BighU bonnd np with it ; but 
for the present it is not forthcoming. 

The copy in the British Museum has inserted in it, beside 
Shelley's letter of the 22nd of June 1821, out from The Ema- 
^Mtfier, and his portrait out from the frontispiece of GkJignani's 
edition of Coleridge, Shellej and Keats, a second newspaper 
•cutting headed 

LAW INTELLIGENCE. 

COURT OP CHANCERY, Aug. 26. [1817 »] 

PRIVATB HEARING.— QUEEN MAB. 

WISTBBOOKB V. SHBLLBT, BSQ. 

The stage of the proceedings in regard to Shelley's children 
-reported under this heading i^ the appeal of the father against 
the choice of a guardian : 

^The choice of the plaintiffs met the approbation of the 
Master [in chancery], who made a report to that effect, to 
irhich, howerer, the defendant made some exceptions. Accord- 
ingly, Messrs. Hurt, Home, Wetherell and Montagoe, were this 
•day heard on the exceptions, at considerable length. 

** The Lord Chancellor said, that on reading over the affida- 
Tits atfd documents, he would give his judgment; and this 
should be the case certainly before he went to the country." 

At the end of the rolume are two notes, both in the same 
handwriting, which will be presently referred to in dealing with 
"Clark's edition. The first published edition of Queen Mab^ as far 
as I have been able to ascertain, was that of Clark, mentioned 
in sereial of Shelley's letters of 1821 :— 

■ (22) 

jflXueen S&sh./ bt/ pbrct btsshe shelley./ 

ILOllllOli:/ PROriBD AHD POBLISHKD BT W. CLARK,/ 201, 
STBASD. 1821. 

This edition, an octaro, usually consists of title-page, pages 8 to 
B9 of text, fly-titla Noiet with note by Clark at the back, pages 93 
4o 182 of Notes, and a leaf bearing on the recto six adrertise* 
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ments of books published hj Olark. In some copies the 
tioiit upon the omission of which Shellej congratnlated himself^ 
is inserted either after the title-page or at the end of the notes. 
Olark's remarks before the yolnminons notes of the poet are as 
follows : 

** It will be seen bj the author of Quibn Mab, and those few 
gentlemen who have a copy of the former edition, that I haye 
been studious in adhering to the original copj. The notes in 
Frenohy Latin, and Ghreek are printed yerbatim, as the classical 
scholar would prefer them in the language thej were originally 
written in, and the general reader in translation* 

W. OLAEK/* 

This fairly represents the facts of the case. The book is a 
tolerably accurate reproduction ; and translations of the notes 
in foreign languages are supplied as foot-notes. At page 105 
cmUffU painbui is rendered maki$^g aUowanees on hath itdei^ which 
** every schoolboy " will regard as indefensible, and which does 
not eren square with the context. Who is responsible for these 
translations I do not positively know ; but one of the manuscript 
notes mentioned above as being in the British Museum copy of 
Shelley's edition is as follows : 

** The Ghreek, Latin, French, &o. Notes, translated by a 
Learned Linguist & Scholar a Mr. Fleming. E. H**' 

The imprint of Olark's edition is 

*< Printed and Published by W. Clark, 201, Strand. 

of which ^ T. M.** I have seen no plausible explanation, and can 
only suggest in default of a better that the initials indicate the 
printer by whom Clark g^t the work done, — some man wise 
enough in his generation to let Clark bear the brunt of his own 
venture, as Shelley's printer had done before. The first of the 
advertisements at the end of the volume is— 

** Queen Mab, a Poem, in nine Cantos, with Notes and Trans- 
lations. By Percy Bysshe Shelley, in one elegantly printed Vol. 
8vo, uniform with the other Works of that celebrated Author. 
Price 12s. 6d. bds.'' 

There are copies of this edition on thick fine paper, 
(23) which were probably the <* elegantly printed *' ones re* 

ferred to : the ordinary ones are not of a high qualify 
as to get-up. But there is a much more important variation : 
some copies contain the whole text and notes intact, while 
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others haye a few of the most aggressiye passages mntilated bj 
omission of words and even yerses. These mutilations ocoor at 
pages 39, 54, 55, 65, 77, 82, 98, 146, 147-8, and 171. The omis- 
sions at pages 146 and 147-8 are snch as to inyolye the oyer* 
mnning of the pages np to 160 inclnsiye ; but I haye not the 
slightest donbt about the two kinds of copj haying been printed 
from the same types at the same period. The other mannsoript 
note referred to aboye as in the British Mnsenm copy of 
Shelley's edition is as follows : 

• 

'* Priyately printed for Presentations. 

** This is an Original Copy. Mr. Thorpe the eminent Bookseller 
of Piccadilly offered Ten guineas for a Copy, Twenty pounds 
haye been g^yen through the medium of the public papers, prior 
to Mr. Clark Bookseller in the Strand published it, for which he 
was prosecuted and tried at the Old Bailey on giying up the 
remainder of the copies to the Society for the Suppression of 
Vice he was pardoned. 

^ Clark only sold 50 Copies "• 

How far these particulars are to be relied on I know not : 
Chirk's edition, both mutilated and unmutilated, is yery common, 
but whether sold by him is a more doubtful matter, as will be 
presently seen. As to his trial, there is the following passage in 
a list of libel prosecutions in Hie BepubUecm for the 18th of 
March 1825 : 

^ John Jones was prosecuted by the Vice Society • • . The trial 
was called on in October 1823 . . • This we understand to haye 
been the last interference of the Vice Society : though William 
Clark was indicted later than Jones and brought to trial earlier 
for the publication of ' Queen Mab.' Sentence four months im- 
prisonment in Cold Bath Fields FHson." 

Whether or not Clark suspended the issue of his edition, 
with his title-page, certain it is that some copies of the same 
■heets passed into the hands of Carlile, who, in the year after 
their publication 1^ Clark, reissued them with the following 

QUEBN UAB./ bt/ PEROT BYSSHB SHELLET./ |U>ll< 
Hon:/ PRINTED AND PUBUSHED BY R. OARLILE./ 
55, FLEET STREET./ 1822. 
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the tiile-page and consists for the rest of the nnmutilated issue 
of Clark : so does the oopj at the British Mnsenm ; but that has 
the Dedication at the end. Garlile does not even seem to have 
attempted to g^ye yerisimilitnde to his imprint bj remoring that 
of Clark at the foot of the last page bj means of a cancel leaf; 
and he led the flj-title to the Notes undisturbed. 

With the same title and Dedication Oarlile issued some 
(25) copies of the unmutilated poem without the notes ; and 

in 1823 he again reissued Clark's unmutilated sheets, 
with the Dedication at the end, and with the following title- 
page: 

(26) 

QUEEN MAB;/ a/ PHILOSOPHICAL POEM:/ WITH 
NOTBa/ Bi/ ifterc? JBjSfgfje fefiellepV [Uie three 
mottoes from Voltaire, Lucretius, and Archimedes g^Ten 
by Shelley in his edition] HoaDOli:/ PRINTED A PUB- 
LISHED BY B. CABLILE, 55, FLEET STREET./ 1828. 



In connexion with these issues of Carlile's, I transcribe teem. 
The BepubliccM for the 27th of December 1822 the foUowing 
notice to which reference has already been made in opttsexioa 
with the question of the rarity of the edUio princept i 

QUEEN MAB. 

m 

** Thbbb are now no less than four editions Qf this work on salOf 
but I would caution all my friends against an impedfect edition 
selling under the imprint of William Clark. I was not aware of 
it until within the last week. At 5, Water Lane, Fleet Street^ 
perfect copies may be had under my imprint at 7«« 6d, in bds. 
and any other copies selling under my name are not for my 
profit or under my oontroul. 

'* I hare also purchased the whole of the remaining copies 
of the original edition printed by Mr. Shelley in 1818. There 
were but 180 copies left, and these will be sold at the same price 
in sheets to those friends of Mr. Shelley, or others, who may 
prize an original copy. The difference in the orig^inal and my 
present edition is, that the notes of the latter are all translated. 
The imperfections of the copy selling under the imprint of 
William Clark, oonsist in the exclusion of all those words and 
sentences which some simpleton oonsidered libellous. Thej 

I 
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were sold bj the Printer at little better than waste paper pricei 
and are now put forth as perfect copies. 

RICHARD GARLILE." 

In the meantime had appeared what is called the first 
American edition : 

(27) 

QUEEN MAB;/ a/ i0f)flo0Opf)fCal JBoemV bt/ PEBOY 
B Y88HE SHELLEY./ NEW YORK :/ peintbd by bald- 

WIN AHD CO. COBNEB OF/ CHATHAM STBEET./ 1821. 

This is a dnodecimo consisting of 10 pages of unpaged prelimi- 
nary matter beside the title, a blank leaf, pages 3 to 88 of text, 
pages 89 to 181 of Notes, and one page of advertisements. Some 
copies haye an engrayed title-page in addition to the printed one : 
after Shelley's name this has a cadncens and the imprint '* New 
York,/ Printed & Sold By J. Baldwin,/ Comer of Chatham Street./ 
1821./ Price 75 cents." And in some copies this is the onlj 
title-page, while others have the words PhUosophicaX Poem in the 
printed title in Roman letters instead of Old English. After the 
title or titles comes a Preface of three pages signed " A Pan- 
theist." The writer says he got a copy of the private edition 
from Shelley in the spring of 1815, being then in England. He 
adverts to the prosecution of Clark by the Society for the Sup- 
pression of Vice, says the little edition has been done for " cheap- 
ness and portability," recommends the octavo edition for libraries 
as if he knew it was still to be had, and reprints Shelley's letter 
to The Examiner ont of '* justice to him." After this letter comes 
an "« Ode to the Author of « Queen Mab.' " This ** A Pantheist " 
says was written by a friend of his early in 1815 : it is signed 
*' B. G. F." Then comes an Argument said to be from " a 
Polemical Magazine published in London in 1815." At the end of 
this extract the source is specified as *' Theological Enquirer, by 
Erasmus Perkins." The following paragpraph is from the Preface : 

*'The object of the projectors of this edition, was cheapness 
and portabUify, in order that it might come into the hands of 
off classes of society; consequently it was thought that transla- 
tions of those passages in the notes, quoted from Greek, Latin, 
and French authors, would be acceptable. This has been done 
with the greatest fidelity; and the Editor pledges himself that 
there is no variation throughout this volume firom the original, 
except four places in the notes, where the translation is substi- 
tnted finr the French and Greek, with a view to render the book 
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The book is a sabstantial reprinfcy but not a perfecilj aooiu 
rate one. It is not eas j, perhaps not possible, to deoide whether 
it is a reprint of Oiark*s edition or of Shellej's; for there, are 
details in whioh it Taries from both; bnt I lean to the suppo- 
sition that it was reprinted from Olark's. It maj be worth 
noting that while *' A Pantheist,^ when snbstitating translations 
for the Qreek, Latin, and Frenoh of the notes, makes nse of 
other translators thsn those used bj Clark, he adopts that 
worthy's rendering of emterU pa^rilnu. I am whoUj soeptioal 
about the bona fides of the imprint, and, judging from the general 
appearance, should think the book was printed in England, with 
an American imprint on aocount of the Ubel proseoutions against 
publishers of Quern Mcib. The fact that American editions of 
later date, described further on, entirely ignore this edition, tends 
to confirm such a hypothesis. 

A Pocket edition of less than half the sise and weight of that 
described aboye was issued in 1826 : 

(28) 
QUEEN MAB./ bt/ PERCY BYSSHE SHELLEY./ Hon* 

Don:/ PKIHTID rOB THB JOINT STOCK BOOK/ COMPANT,/ AMD 
PUBLISHBD BT BIOHABD CABLILl,/ 185, FLBIT STBBIT./ 1826. 

This is a trigesimo-secundo consisting of title-page, pages 3 to 
64 of text, and, in what I take to be the earliest copies, pages 65 to 
182 of Notes, the imprint being Printed by B, CarlUe^ Fleet Street. 
These copies ending at page 182 do not give the quotation 
from Plutarch with which the book should end. But there are 
other copies in which this defect is supplied by the addition of an 
English version and of the Dedication, making the book end with 
page 135, which bears the same imprint as the other copies bear. 
This alteration was made by reprinting from page 12D. The 
edition seems to reproduce Clark's ; but in the notes it has the 
translations from Greek ^o. in the place of the originals instead 
of appending them to the originals. Copies in the original 
boards have a label on the front cover, ** QUEEN MAB,/ 
SL )dgilO|3(op^ital )doem,/ with notm./ Piiee 2$. 6d." In 
allusion, doubUess, to this edition, one AUen Davenport, oontri- 
bnting to The B^iublican for the 15th of December 1826 some 
^'Remarks on the Oenius and Writings of the late Mr. Perey 
Bysshe Shelley," says : 

** There needs no stronger proof of intellectnal improvement 
amongst the oommon people than a cheap edition of * Queen 
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Mab,' the price of which is reduced from half-a-g^inea to half-a» 
crown ! And I see no reason why * The Revolt of Islam,' if it 
' be qualified to teach eyery great principle, should not through 
the medium of the cheap press, follow 'Queen Mab' to ti^e 
hands of the mechanic and labourer. 

**I shall now conclude bj subjoining the following lines, 
which were written on reading a cheap edition of * Queen Mab * 
soon after the death of Mr. Shellej." 

Am the funny stanzas composing Mr. Dayenport's *'Post» 
script" were evidently written in sober seriousness, and help to 
illusinite the career of Shelley's most widely known poem, I 
•hall bt pardoned for introducing their dulness to my readers : 

Sing weeping Mnse ! ah, sing awhile of him, 
Who oonqner'd prejudice, and broke her fett ers' ■ 
Tore from the mind the intellectual film, 
And half reform'd the dreaming world of letten. 

Wildly majestic, daringly sublime. 
Though future worlds ne'er occupied his care 
Of conscious life beyond the reach of time, 
He had no hope, and, therefore, felt no fear. 

A god superior to humanity. 

His philanthropic mind ne'er understood \ 

The cant of pnests to him was vanity. 

The hearen he sought was that of doing good. 

And vet shall his imperishable mind, 
Deeply engraved on adamantine pages. 
Excite the admiration of mankind, 
Through an eternal chain of future ages. 

The philosophic Plato reason'd well, 

Who stampnl the soul with immortality, 

For^ thougfn in prime of manhood Sbbllbt fell. 

His »€ful still lives, — " Queen Mab " can never die I 

Could he be wrong : his '' life was in the right i ^ 
Because in things unknown he would not trust, 
Can God spurn such a man, and, with delight, 
' Smile on the pious knave ? Then God's unjust. 

The year 1829, marked in the annals of Shelley literature as 
the year of the first reyiyal, produced a handsome octayo edition 
of Qwm Mdb^ — ^not a reissue, but a fresh reprint of Shelley's 
edition* It commences with an engrayed title-page, its only 
one^ which is worded as follows : 

(29) 

QUBEN MAB/ BT/ F^BC Y BTSSHE SHELLBT./ [Tignette.] 
Ait *«*' vw, aw Tw yif* Maim./ Anhimede$,/ LOKDOK./ 

JOB* uooKs, 421, oxrao s*./ Moooozxn. 
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The eentre is filled bj a snffioientlj elegant and wdl exeonted 
Tigneite drawn bj G. Landseer and engrared by PorUmxy, 
representing the naked lanthe asleep and Queen SiUb 8nmnum«. 
ing her spirit with ontstretched wand. The title-page is followed 
by a single leaf bear^g the Dedication ; and tiie Tolome eom- 
sists, for the rest, of pages 1 to 112 of text, flj-title iVbisf, and 
pages 115 to 223 of Notes, ending with the imprint Limdtm : 
yrinUd by B, Brooks^ Oxford Street. 

In the next year appeared 

(80) 

QUEEN MAB,/ ob/ THE DESTINY OF MAN./ ▲ raiu). 
soFHioAL POEM./ bt/ PEBGT BYSSHE SHELLEY./ 
REVISED EDITION./ fbbe fbom all thi objiotiohablb 
PA8SAOB8./ LONDON :/ STEPHEN HUNT, TAYISTGOK 
STREET./ 1830. 

This is a dnodeoimo pamphlet oonsisting of flj-title Qwasti 
Mabf title-page as above with imprint at back, London : CKarUe ' 
Wood and Sony Printers^ Poppin*$ Cowrie Fleet Street^ IPH^ ▼ 
and yi of " Advertisement*' signed '* G. R.'', and pages 1 to 62 of 
text ending with a repetition of the imprint given at the baok 
of the title-page. The "objectionable passages" amount to 
about eight hundred lines besides the notes, so that this edition 
only consists of some seventeen hundred lines of verse and no 
notes. 

Whatever may have been done in 1821, another decade at all 
events was not to go by without its American edition : the next 
to be described is 

(31) 

QUEEN MAB:/ with/ NOTES./ by/ PERCY BYSSHE 
SHELLEY./ SECOND editioh./ NEW- YORK :/ WRIGHT 
A OWEN./ MDCCOXxxi. 

This is a tall duodecimo, consisting of title-page, Dedication, 
*' Notice of Shelley, by the American Publishers," occupying 
pages V to viii, pages 9 to 65 of text, and pages 67 to 120 of Notes. 
The publishers, who in a later American edition are mentioned 
as Frances Wright and R. D. Owen, **the first American pnb- 
lishers " of Queen Mab^ are enthusiastio in their admiration of 
Shelley as a man and a reformer, commend especially the Notes 
to Queon Mabf tell our cousins the poet was the son of Sir John 
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SHellej, who '^disinheritedhimoii aoconnt of Ids opinions, or rather 
of his honestj in expressing them,** revert to the accidental spell- 
ing CloMdiam for Claudiani of Shelley's note from that author, 
and ascribe the extract from Plutarch to Plantns, so as to make 
the book end on a strictly comic note. They follow the pirates of 
England in substitnting translations for Qreek &o. in the Notes, 
and stick brayely to Clark*s rendering of ecBteris paribus. If, as 
I see no reason for doubting, the Owen of the publishing firm 
was, as indicated in the later American edition, Robert Dale 
Owen, we have here a possible ground for Medwin*s statement 
that Queen Mob was the Gospel of the Owenites (see page 87). 
The next edition on my list has also its bearings on that point, 
and is a curious yariation from the usual run of the piratical 
editions, though it too stands by Clark in the matter of ccBterii 
jparQnu: it is 

(82) 
QUEEN MAB./ bt/ PEROT BYSSHE SHELLEY./ Hon- 

Don:/ PRINTED AND PUBLISHBD BT MBS. GABLILl AND SONS,/ 
25, BBIDl LANB, FLBBT STRBBT./ 1832. 

This is a yigesimo-quarto consisting of fly-title Queen Mab^ 
title-page, pages 8 to 135 of text with Shelley's Notes distributed 
as foot-notes, ar.d the Dedication to Harriett occupying page 136, 
which ends with the imprint Printed by Mrs. GcirUle and Sons^ 
25, Bride Lane^ Fleet Street. For the Greek &o. in the Notes 
we haye translations. Probably Mrs. Garlile and her Sons counted 
upon the. more studious of the radical mechanics of that decade, 
to whom Queen Mab was a much more serious affair than it seemed 
in 1821 to Shelley ; but the edition appears to hare passed, in the 
year after its issue, into the hands of Mr. Brooks, whose Owenite 
customers may be presumed to haye found it yery oonyenient to 
haye the text and notes of their Gk>spel arranged in the fashion 
here adopted. Mr. Brooks's title-page runs thus : 

(38) 

QUEEN MAB ;/ wrra/ NOTES./ bt/ PERCY BYSSHE 
SHELLEY./ ILondon:/ JOHN BBOOEIS, 421, OX- 
FOKD STREET./ MDOOOxxxm. 

This legend is repeated on the recto of a yellow wrapper, 
preitOy printed with a line round the edge and comer oma* 
menti snggestiye of Roger F^yno. The same wrapper occurs 
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on oopies with the Oarlile title, bo that it seems likelj Brooks 
aoqoired with the stereotyped plates a oertain quantity of quire 
stock, and used this before inserting his own title-page, whioh 
takes the place of the Carlile title and flj-title. On the Terso 
of the wrapper are Brooks's adTortisements, among which I find 
the following : 

A very handsome Edition of Qubbh Mib, with «• d. 

Notes, bj Pebot Btsshi Shbllt [sic], 8to. 9 .0 
Ditto, in 18mo. • • . • • * 1 6 
Revolt of Islam, 8to. Bj the same Author • 10 6 
BoBALiND and Helen. Same Author • .56 
Gencl Same Author. . . • .46 
Adonais. Same Author . • • .20 
Six Weeks' Toub, small 8to. Same Author 6 
Moral Phtsioloot, 9th edition. By B, D. 

Owen .10* 

Owen's Lectubes, each • • .OS 

It is to be presumed that the two editions of Queen Mab were 
that of 1829 and that now under notice, that Eoealind and Heilen 
was a remainder of the original edition. The Oenoi the second 
edition, The Bevolt of lelam and Six WeM Tow the reissues of 
1829, and Adonais the Cambridge edition of 1829. The sereral 
Shelley books were adyertized in The Aihentmtm in 1882, 
the exception of the smaller Queen Mab. This small 
passed into another publisher's hands, whether in quires, or in 
the form of stereotyped plates, or both, I cannot determine. 
There is an undated issue with a new title-page as follows :— 

(84) 

QUEEN MAB;/ A PHILOSOPHICAL POEM:/ WITH 
NOTES./ BT/ PEBCT BYSSHB SHBLLBT./ 

•' FalMhood's trade, 
Shall be as hatefbl and unprofitable 
As that of tnith la now.** 

LONDON :/ H. Hetherington, 13, Kingsgate Street, Hol- 
bom ;/ J. Watson, 83 Windmill Street, B^bnry Square |/ 
and all booksellers. 

This title-page is on a different paper from the rest of the 
book in the only copy I hare seen, and so is page 186, which ends 
with the imprint PrinUd and PubUehed by H. Hefhermfiant 
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18, Kmgigate Street, Eotbon^ and J. Wcdeon, 83, WindmiU Street. 
The aboye-named oopj is extremely dirty, regularly used up 
by some person or persons whose way of life did 'not admit of 
mnch nioefy : this points again to the radical mecfaanic. 

Another undated edition of Watson's, issued f^at in 1840 or 
1841, is noted in the British Museum copy as received in March 
1841 : the title-page runs thus : — 

(35) 

QUEEN MAB:/ A PHILOSOPHICAL POEM./ SQUtf) 
^Ote0V by/ PERCY BYSSHE SHELLEY. / to w hich 
18 ADDED,/ A BRIEF MEMOIR OF THE AUTHOR./ 
londoh:/ JAMES WATSON, 15, CITY ROAD;/ hbar 

FIHSBUBT SQUABE. 

This is a foolscap octayo. The Memoir, purporting to he a re- 
print of that in €^alignani*s 1829 edition of the Poetical Works, 
immediately follows the title-page, and occupies pages 3 to 15 ; on 
page 16 is the Dedication ; the text occupies pages 17 to 67, and 
the Notes pages 68 to 112. At the foot of page 112 is the imprint, 
Watson, Printer, 15, City Boad, Finshury, Here again transla- 
tions are substituted for the Ghreek &c. of the Notes. This is a 
good specimen of cheap printing. Sometimes the book occurs 
in a drab paper cover, and sometimes in cloth ; and a copy 
recently turned up bound in leather stamped at the side with the 
words *' Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge ** — a grim 
jest enough. This edition appears to haye been stereotyped ; 
for copies obviously worked from the same type or plates occur 
with various dates and addresses. For example, in one reissue 
the imprint on the title-page is *' London : J. Watson, 8, Queen's 
Head Passage, Paternoster Row. 1847 '* — ^in another " London : 
Published for James Watson, By Holyoake and Co., 147, Fleet 
Street. 1857.'* Copies of this latter date were on sale up to 
1861 ; and I dare say later : I still have a copy bought in that 
year to supplement Mrs. Shelley's three-volume edition of the 
Poetry. By then the plates were badly worn ; but the general 
appearance of early copies, especially the undated ones, fully 
justifies a statement made by 2lfr. W. J. Linton about Watson's 
work: — 

** He but asked if a book ought to be read instead of pro- 
hibited, would it be useful to his class ; then he calculated how 
cthM^lj it could be brought out, content if all his business re- 
tiinis were sufficient for the simplest necessaries of life and to 
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enable him to pablish more . • • You maj tell a man*8 dharaoier 
bj ererjthing he does : this man's was to be seen in a pennj 
pamphlet. Good matter, carefnll j edited, on fair paper, cleanly 
printed, sqnarely folded, ihoronghlj stitched, in jdaan but always 
neat binding or wrapper : jon could not bat see that it was done 
by a consoientions worker, g^ifted with a keen sense of fitness 
and propriety.** ' 

His stereotyped edition of Quern Mob may be held to oon* 
elude the history of that work's actiTe life on this side of the 
Atlantic The poem has played its part in the growth of free- 
thought among the British working classes : henceforth it will 
haye its place among the juyenilia of the supreme lyrical poet. 
It was probably early in the career of Watson's edition that 
another tiny pocket copy came out undated — 

(36) 
QUEEN MAB./ bt/ pxbct btsshi shxllit/ campiPs sDinoir./ 

NURNBBBO AHD NIW TOBK/ PRIKTBD AKD rUBUSHBD Bt/ IBIDI* 
BIOK OAMPB AND OO. 

This is a yigesimo-quarto on thin bluish paper,-— text, pages 
8 to 58, Notes pages 59 to 120. I have only met with it done 
up in cloth together with Gampe's edition of Coleridge's Ancimi 
Mariner Ao, 

There has been at all erents one other trans-Atlantio editidi 
since Watson's was set up, namely 

(87) 

jCtueen Q^ob ;l with/ notes./ by pebobt bysshe 

8HELLEY./ foubth bdition./ ^etD^^ork:/ PUB- 
LISHED AT "THE CITIZEN OF THE WORLD'* 
OFFICE,/ Chatham Sqvabb, (No. 1 Bowbbt.)/ 1852. 

This is an octodecimo pamphlet with a printed wrapper almost 
word for word the same as the title, even to the redundant e in 
Shelley's first name. It is apparently a reprint of Wright 
and Owen's edition :f their ** Notice of Shelley," described as 

^ Jambs Watsoh/ a Memoir/ of Um Dtys of tlie Fight for a Vree Prm/ in 
England and of the Agitation for tho/ People's Charter/ bW W. J. Liatoa^ 
[motto]. Manchester t/ Abel Hejnrood and Son, Oldham SUnseC [1SS0]~ 
Pages SS^ 
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** hj the first American Publishers (Frances Wright and R. D. 
Owen)**, follows the title-page, occupying pages iii to yI : the text 
is on pages 7 to 66^ and the Notes on pages 67 to 122, followed bj 
4 pages of advertisements. This reprint is faithful to Wright 
and Owen's **Clandiam '' and ** Plautus " and once more girea 
eorrenoj to Clark's bold rendering of eoBterit paiHhus. 

It will be seen that Shellej's next three yentnres haye their 
connexion with the portentous yolume of his nonage ; and for the 
rest, the history of the vicissitudes of Queen Mab will not be 
exhausted for tiie patient reader until he shall have examined 
what relates to that book under the head of Golliotbd Editiohs* 



A VINDICATION OF NATURAL DIET. 

After the issue of Queen Mab in 1813, the note on vege* 
iarianism beginning at page 211 of Shelley's edition was made 
the substance of A Vindication of Natural Diel^ a duodecimo 
pamj^et consisting of fly-title, title-page as given below, pages 
1 to 80 of text^ and pages 41 to 43 of Appendix. 

(38) 

A 

VINDICATION 

OF 

NATURAL DIET. 



BUHO ONB IN A SXBIXS OF NOTBS TO QUXSN MAB 
A PHIL080PHIOAL POBM. 

lawtTHnnSrif iravrwy wtpi ntfita ft^tNT, 

Zotr avrt fuya m^/ta km avcptunv unrofi^voun, 
Tm9 i^tyt awn irvpoe Stteu mueoy, *» ccv awavna ... 
Ttpwu vm Kara 9vimv% wv icokov afi/^ayawmvrw. 

H2I0A. Op. tt Diet. 1. 54. 



ftsnlroii : 

FBIBTBD FOB 9, CALLOW, MEDICAL B00K8BLLBB, CBOWV 
OOUBT, FBIHCU STBBKT, 80H0, 

By Smitb and Datt, Queen Street, flerm Dials. 

1818. 



Frke One SkOUmg and Bigpena. 



^ 



A Vindicatum of Natural Diet. 59 

Internal evidence shows the pamphlet to hare followed and not 
preceded Queen Mah, The alterations and additions are not 
rerj important ; bnt the tract is highly characteristic. There is 
a oopj in the British Museum with the bottom of the title-page 
(including the date) torn off. The fly-title is also wanting. 
My own copy is perfect, uncut, and in the original drab wrapper, 
and is the only one I ever saw or heard of beside that in the 
Museum and one in the possession of the Hon. J. Leicester 
Warren. I believe this little treatise was reprinted as an 
appendix to an American Medical work (Dr. Tumbull's MamuH 
an Heaith^ New York, 1835) ; but, not having been able to see 
a copy of that book, I cannot say whether the pamphlet or the 
Queen Mab note is there reprinted. 

The British Museum copy has inserted in it a cutting from a 
newspaper evidently of the year 1822 — a ribald paragraph re- 
lating to Lord Byron and to the finding of the bodies of Shelley 
and Williams. " One Monsieur M.," says the writer, ** to aU 
appearance the common friend of Lord Byron and of them, per* 
formed the rites of sepulture on a funeral pile, in a manner 
altogether antique, phUosophical, and pag^ — ^not in the least 
christian. The end and object of this disgusting fiurce must have 
been to collect the ashes of those two Liberals ; and we shall 
learn, no doubt, that they are to be inclosed in two urns of 
Carrara marble." Alluding to a report that a certain Marquis 
de Yoyer d'Argenson had had his dead mistress's body bnmt 
and her ashes vitrified, causing two rings to be made set with 
pieces of the glass thus obtained, the obscene journalist suggests 
that Byron should have an emerald made of Shelley's ashes and 
a ruby of Williams's. 

English journalism in 1822 was brutish enough for anything ; 
but in the absence of positive information as to the source of the 
extract in question, there is some ground for pushing the dis* 
grace across the Atlantic and leaving it for our relations there 
to adjust ; for on the back of the cutting are advertisements 
with something much more decided than a flavour of America* 
Besides mention of '* a good Stout Pacing Horce, lately from 
Tennessee," and *' superior Kentucky Tobacco, for sale by 
Washington Jackson, No. 22 South front Street," we have an 
allusion to «* South Third Street," and *• Cheap Dry Goods"— 
a thoroughly American expression. 

The Vindication has been separately reprinted by the Vege- 
tarian Society from my edition of Shelley's Prose Works. TkiB 
reprint oonsists of title-page, 4 peges of preilMe signed H* S. S. 
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and W. E. A. A^ reproduction of original title-page, pages 9 to 27 
«f tezt^ and 5 pages of advertisements. The title runs thus :— • 

(39) 

1/ VINDICATION/ or/ NATUBAL DIET./ bt/ PEROT 
BTSSHE SHELLET./ a hew edition./ 

• 

'* Our simple life wuito little, and true taste 
Hires not the piile dmdge Luxury to waste 
The scene it would adorn, and therefore still 
Nature, with all her children, haunts the hill." 

EpiptyeHdion, 

JX)irDON : F. Pitman, 20, Patebnosteb Row./ MANCHESt 
TER: John Hetwood, Ridoefibld; and OFnoss/ of the 
Ybobtabian Sogiett, 75, Pbincebs Stbeet./ 1884. 

This title is repeated on the yerso of a grej paper wrapper, 
which has in addition in the right-hand upper comer the Words 
^ Price Sd.*' The preface may be safely attributed to two 
•eminent members of the Tegetarian sect, Mr. H. 8. Salt and Mr, 
W. E. A. Axon. On the third page it is said of Shellej— 

** We cannot doubt that if he had liyed in the present time he 
would haye taken a leading part in the moyement towards Food 
Reform. As it is, he has left us an inyaluable legacy in his 
* Vindication of Natural Diet,* perhaps the most powerful and 
eloquent plea oyer put forward in fayour of the Yegetarian 



cause." 



I haye not a yery wide acquaintance with the literature of 
Yegetarianism ; but if Shelley's poor little pamphlet is its best 
thing, I fear the cause is ** in a parlous state." 



A REFUTATION OF DEISM. 

A Befutaiion of Petsm, Shelley's next published work, is a 
reey boldly printed octayo, consisting of title-page, pages iii 
to y of Preface in double pica type, a leaf with list of errata on 
recto, and 101 pages of text, with head-lines, Eusebei mid TheO" 
4ophm (the names of the interlocutorsX throughout. I do not 
know whether this book had a printed label : Uie only copies I 
haye seen are bound. The title-page runs thus— 



•.\ 



■i 



A Refutation of Deism. €1 

(40) 

A 

REFUTATION 

or 

DEISM : 

nr 
A DIALOGUB. 



ZTNETOISIN. 



Sjiilroit : 

PBIKTED BY SOHULZE AND DEAN, 

13» FOLAtn> STREET. 

1814. 

Mr. Hogg, at pagoB 484-6 of Yolume II of his Life of Shellej^ 
giTOs an acconnt of this book, whioh he thinks was published at 
the beginning of the year 1814. It is another offshoot frooi 
Queen Mab, repeating, and reconstmoting in a different form, 
much from the Notes to that work, whioh Notes, howeyer, it 
leaves far behind in point of literarj merit. Mr. Hogg de- 
scribes it as " very inoorrectl j printed ** ; but bejond the seren- 
teen verbal errors corrected in the list, and probablj arising 
from indistinct writing, I have only found five. In Februarj 
1843, a small extract from this work was printed in The Model 
JRepublio (q.T.), as from '*an unpublished work'! of Shellej; 
and in May of the same year this curious little radical montldy 
gave its readers a large excerpt, the passage from "Design must 
be proved " to " principles of reason" occupying pages 63 to 78 
of tiie second volume of my edition of the Prose Works (1880), 
but with the omission of the Greek note at page 70. Thus 
Hogg had been forestalled in his revelation of Shelley's authorw 
ship of the book. No copy was recovered to the public till 
1874 : on the 19th of June in that year a copy was bought by 
the Trustees of the Britush Museum. 

Mr. Gamett possesses a second oopy ; and a third is in the 
hands of Professor Edward Dowden, who had the luck to buy 
it off a perambulating book-cart for twopence. Mr. Dowd^ 
thinks it is Shelley's presentation copy to Mary Shelly, as it is 
bound in calf with tiM word " Mary** stamped in gilt letters on 
the side* There is no inscription in it ; but the errato of th« 
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printed list are all inserted in what Mr. Doirden believes to be 
Shelley's writing. 

In 1875 the excerpt given in The Model BepiMie was reprinted 
«8 a separate pamphlet, with the following title-page (repeated 
on the wrapper with an additional line above the date, — 
namely, **lonoon: sniPEiN, Marshall and co.**): — 

(41) 

BOINTILLA SHELLEIANA./ SEELLETS ATTITUDE 
TOWARDS BELIOION,/ EXPLAINED AND DEFENDED 
BY HIMSELF./ BDITBD by/ ARTHUR CLIVB./ 

** Scatter, m from an unextinguished hearth 
Ashes and sparks, my words among mankind.** 

DUBLIN:/ WILLIAM McGBE, 18 NASSAU STREET./ 

MDOOGLIXV. 

This 18 a pamphlet of 27 pages, apparently foolsoap octavo ; 
bnt, the edges being cut off, the size is uncertain. Of the 
27 pages the third is a Dedication ** to the jonth of Ireland ", 
pages 5 to 9 are a sensible though somewhat Utopian Preface 
signed *' Arthur Clive " — a pseudonym of Mr. Standish O'Gradj ; 
and pages 11 to 27 are the text, including the Qreek note 
omitted from The Modd Bepublic. After that note the Editor 
says ** See Good?nn's Translation of Plutarch's Essays, Tract I, 
Book 5.'' The signature of Shelley is printed at the end as 
^ PiBOT Btshb Shillet.'* 



ALASTOR Ao. 

The volume containing Aloutor and other poems is a foolscap 
octavo, consisting of title-page, 4 pages of preface, a fly-title 
Alattar;/ ofy/ the Spirit of Solitude,/ with quotation from St. 
Augustine, and 101 pages of te^t, including the respective fly- 
titles to the Poems and The Dcemon of the World, At the foot of 
page 101 is the imprint IMnted by S* HamiUonf Weybridge^ 
Swrrey. This tastefully printed little volume was issued in drab 
boards with a printed back-label which reads ** SHELLEY'S/ 
POEMS." The title-page runs thus : — 
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Alaatar ^c. 6S 

(42) 
ALASTOR; 

OB, 

THE SPIRIT OF SOUTUDB: 
AND OTHEB POEMS. 

BT 

PERCY BT8SHE 8HELLET. 



LONDON t 

PBOTTBD VOB BALDWIH, OBADOOK, ABD JOT, FATBB- 

BOSTBB BOW ; ABD CABPBBTBB IBD tOB, 

OLD BOBD-tTBBBTl 

Bj 8. HftmiltOD, Wtjtnridge, Svamj, 
1816. 

The poems printed in the Alasior yolnme, which has no table of 
oontents, are (1) the Stanzas addressed to Coleridge, headed 
AAKPTEI' AlOIZn nOTMON AHOTMON, (2) Stanaas, April, 
1814, (3) MutabUiiyy (4) the Stanzas on the yerse of Bcolesiastes, 
^ There is no work, nor deyice,*' d^s., (5) A Swmmw^Evenmg 
Ohureh^ard, (6) Sonnet To Wordiworih^ (7) Sonnet, FeeUngi 
of a EeputHican on the FM of Bonaparte^ (8) BupentiUon (an 
ezoerpt from Queen Mab)^ (9) Sonnet finom ike ItaLan of Dante, 
(10) Sonnet^ Translated from the Greek of Mosohns, (11) The 
DcBmon of the World [Part I]. This rolnme seems to hare 
become scarce as early as 1824, for Mrs. Shellej says, in her 
pre&ce to the Posihumoui Poems of that year, ** I hare added a 
reprint of * Alastor, or the Spirit of Solitade ' : — the difficulty 
with which a copy can be obtained is the canse of its repobli* 
cation." Whether this scarcity arose from the steps taken by 
Shelley to advertize ALoiicr along with his later works I oan* 
not say ; bat he appears CTentoally to haye pnt the book into 
the hands of Messrs. G. and J. Oilier. In an unpublished letter 
to Mr. G. Oilier dated the 8th of August 1817, he informs that 
gentleman of the issue of iiZotfor/'some time since " and says thai 
the sale was ** scarcely anything," but that he has reoeiyed the 
printer's account, and would like to haye the publisher's: ha 
remarks of the publisher **he had no interest in the work nor do 
I know that anyone else had." On the 8rd of December he 

I AmitpriBt(fi>r'«AAXPrxOwhi^httbsMptrptlaaltdafaMild0inito 
Um pffMtnt day. 
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writes that Alaafar ought to be advertized at the end of the ad- 
Tertisement of Loon and Cythna^ adding that in the event of a 
demand for a second edition otAlastorhe woald reprint it " with 
many others ** in his possession. Messrs. Oilier advertized the 
book as their own pnblioation in Bo$alind and Helen in 1819, 
and were still advertizing it in 1820 in Prometheus Unbound, 
There is a private reprint of the book in octavo, namely 

(43) 

ALASTOR, OR THE SPIRIT OF SOLITUDE, Ac./ 
Edited, with notes, by H. Baxton Forman,/ and printed for 
private distribntion./ mdooclxxvi. 

This consists of leaf with Printer's certificate as to issue, title- 
page as above with bibliographical note at back, title-page as in 
original, Preface pages 7 to 9, fly-title as in original, text of 
Alastor pages 13 to 38, fly-title PoewUf and text of poe^is pages 
41 to 62. The issue consisted of 50 copies on ordinary paper, 
25 on Whatman's hand-made paper, and 5 on vellum. 

Another reprint of this volume if 



(44) 

ALASTOR;/ oe,/ THE SPIRIT OF SOLITUDE:/ AND 
OTHER POEMS./ by/ PERCY BYSSHE SHELLEY./ 

A fACSDULB BEPBIirr OF THE OBIOINAL EDITION,/ HBST PUBLISHED 

IH 1816./ LONDON : 1885 :/ REEVES AND TURNER, 
196, STRAND,/ and/ B. DOBELL, 62, QUEEN'S 
CRESCENT, N.W. 

The foregoing title is the first of eight preliminary pages : on 
the verso is a note to the effect that the issue consists of 4 copies 
on vellum, 50 on Whatman's hand-made paper, and 350 on 
** toned paper.** A prefatory note hy Mr. Dobell occupies 
pages iii to viii For the body of the book the particulars of the 
odUio princepe of course answer. There is a final leaf bearing 
on the recto the imprint Beprinied at the Ghisunch Ih'eiif by 
0. WhiUingham and Oo^ Tooke Cowrt, Chanoery Lane. This 
is a page-for-page reprmt, pretly, useful, and accurate in essen- 
tials, but not a fao-simile. The Aihenoeum (8 August 1885) 
points out some minute variations and one misprint^— ^iMJ^ for 
wiUUii at page 84, line 4 from the foot 
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A PROPOSAL FOB PUTTING REFORM TO THB VOTE 
THROnGHOUT THE KINGDOM. 

A Propoiolfar Putting Beform to the Vote thtaugkml the Kimg^^ 
dom is an ootavo pamphlet of one sbeeti oonBisting of title-page 
as given below and 18 pages of text, without head-lines and 
nnmbered oentrallj. 

SI ]^ropo0al 

rOR PUTTING 

REFORM TO THE VOTE 

THRO UQHO UT THE KINGDOM. i 



BY THE HERMIT OF MABLOW. 



LONDON I 

PRINTED FOR C. AND J. OLIIER, 

8, WKLBKGK STBKKT, OAYENDISH SQUABSt 

By a H BeyneU, 21, FkeadUly. 

1817. 

Of the two pamphlets issued in 1817 nnder the pseudonym of 
** The Hermit of Marlow/' this one on Reform was olearl/ oon* 
siderablj the earlier. In an extant letter to Mr. .Oilier, dated 
the 14th of March, Shellej asks ^ How does the pamphlet sell P ** 
— a question which cannot refer to the Address on ^e Death of 
the Princess Charlotte, as that erent did not ooour till the 6th 
of November. The date g^yen in Shellej's manuscript of the 
pamphlet as that on which the meeting should be held at the 
Crown and Anchor Tavern, the 17th of March, also, of ooursOt 
points to this as the pamphlet enquired after. It is fortunate 
that this manuscript (that used hj the printer) has escaped 
destruction and distribution, having been kept by Mr. Oilier, 
and sold bj his fomilj in Jul/ 1877. It is written on eighteen, 
leaves, «mall quarto, on one side onlj, somewhat hastilj, with 
manj changes and erasures, and has all the appearance of aa 
original draft, revised. The title-page, in Shelle/s writing, 
with the exception of the draft imprint, origpmallj commenced 
differentlj, A PnpotaX for a Nationai Meeting of ike... The 

V 
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manuscript was bought bj Mr. Francis Harrej, bookseller, of 
4 St. James's Street, bj whose kind permission I collated it 
with the printed text, and noted in the Library Edition all 
yariations and cancelled readings. These are not alwajs by 
anj means significant ; but taken together they g^ve us a glimpse 
of the measure of Shelley's fluency in writing such an address in 
the year 1817. 

The manuscript contains, on the back of one leaf, one of the 
few extant examples of Shelley's draughtsmanship, — a kind of 
classical temple and some trees, executed with unwonted neat- 
ness, though with less spirit than the drawing of which a most 
admirable fac-simile may be seen in Volume II of Shelley's 
Prose Works. It is a curious coincidence that the proof-sheets 
of the Reform pamphlet, also decorated with drawings, have 
likewise surriyed. It will be remembered that Leigh Hunt 
says in his preface to The Mask of Anarchy — 

** I have now before me his corrected proof of an anonymous 
pamphlet which he wrote in the year 1817, entitled * A Proposal 
for Putting Reform to the Vote through the Country.' . • • 
The title-page of the proof is scrawled over with sketches of 
trees and foliage, which was a habit of his in the intervals of 
thinking, whenerer he had pen or pencil in hand. He would 
indulge in it while waiting for you at an inn, or in a door-way, 
scratching his elms and oak-trees on the walls. He did them 
yery spiritedly, and with what the painters call a gusto, parti- 
cularly in point of grace. If he had room, he would add a 
cottage, and a piece of water, with a sailing boat mooring among 
the trees. This was his heoM ideal of a life, the repose of which 
was to be earned by seal for his species, and warranted by the 
common good. What else the image of a boat brings to the 
memory of those who have lost him, I will not say, especially as 
he is still with us in his writings. But it is worth obserring 
how agreeably this habit of sketching trees and bowers evinced 
the gentleness of my friend's nature, the longing he had for rest, 
and the smallness of his personal desires." 

The proof-sheet which called forth these remarks is at present 
in the hands of Sir Percy and Lady Shelley, to whom it was 
given by Hunt. 

There is another document which can scarcely relate to any 
work but this pamphlet by ** the Hermit of Harlow." Among 
the letters and manuscripts sold by the Oilier family figured an 
unpublished letter to Mr. C. Oilier indicating that the «' Hermit " 
had some reason for anticipating a sale, unless indeed I am at 
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fault in supposing this pamphlet to be the subject. It is a letter 
without date or postmark, and opens thus : 

** I inclose jou the Bevise which maj be put to press when 
corrected, & the sooner the better.'* 

The fact that Hunt had the proof would indicate that a rerise 
was sent ; and, as the letter is of about the year 1817 and can- 
not well refer to Laon and O^hna^ it is scaroelj to be doubted 
that it refers to the Reform pamphlet. It conveys instructions 
to advertize not sparingly, to get booksellers to take copies on 
their own account, mentioning specially Sherwood, Neely & Co. 
as likely to do so, and contains a list of persons to whom copies 
were to be sent **from the Author,** Now Sherwood, Neely A Co. 
were named as publishers with Olliers on the title-page of Laon 
cmd Oythna ; and the list, which is as follows, would be an ex- 
traordinary one for any work of Shelley's except this pamphleii 
actually convening a meeting cm the subject of Reform :— ^ 



Sir Francis BnrdeH M.P.* 

Mr. Peters of Cornwall 

Mr. Brougham M.P.* 

Lord Grosvenor • 

Lord Holland • 

Lord Grey • 

Mr. Gobbett • 

Mr. Waithman • 

Mr, Curran 

Hon. Douglas Kinnaird * 

Hon. Thos. Brand M.P.* 

Lord Cochrane M.P. 

Sir R. Heron M.P. 

The Lord Mayor * 

Mr. Montague Burgoyne 

Major Cartwright * 

Messrs. Taylor Sen. A Jun. of 

Norwich 
Mr. Place, Charing Cross * 
Mr. Walker of Westminster 
Lord Essex * 
€apt. Bennet M.P.» 
The Birmingham Hampden 

Club (5 copies) 

Those names against which I have put an asterisk have the 
word ** sent " written opposite them in the list^ not in Shel^y'e 



Mr. I. Thomas, St. Albans, 

Men. 
Mr. Philippsi Whitston, Mon« 
Mr. Andrew Duncan, Provoet 

of Arbroath 
Mr. Alderman Goodbehere * 
Mr. Jones Burdett * 
Mr. Hallet of Berkshire (5 

copies) 
The London Hampden (Sub 

(10 copies) • 
The Editors of the Statesman • 

the Morning Chronicle * and 

the Independent Whig* 
Mr. Montgomery (the Poet) id 

Sheffield 
Mr. R. Oven of Lanark 
Mr. Madocks M.P. 
Mr. George Ensor 
Mr. Bruce 

Mr. Sturch (of Westminster) • 
Mr. Creery M.P. 
Gen^ Sir B. Ferguson M.P.« 
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littndwritiiig* The number sent would thus seem to have beeo 
considerable ; and if tbe plan of unsparing adyertiaement was 
also followed, it was not unnatural for Shellej to antioipate a 
demand for the pamphlet. 



AN ADDRESS TO THE PEOPLE ON THE DEATH OF 

THE PRINCESS CHARLOTTE. 

As far as I haye jet been able to discoyer no copy of the 
original Address to the People on the Death of the Princess 
Charlotte is extant ; but there is a print bearing at the back of 
the title the words Reprinted for Thomae Bodd^ 2, Oreat Newport 
Street, — eridence, bj the bye, which fraudulent book-sellers 
oocasionallj suppress with the aid of a knife, so as to offer the 
tract as an ** original copy." This reprint is an octayo of two 
half-sheets '* stabbed '* together without any wrapper : it con* 
sists of title-page as g^yen below and pages 8 to 16 of text, in 
eleyen numbered paragraphs, and has at foot of the last page 
the single-line imprint Ocmpton ^ Bitchie, Printerif Middle 
Sbreeif Cloth Fak, London, The pamphlet is printed in large 
1>7pe set doselji without head-lines, and haying the pages num- 
bered oentralljT. 

(46) 

-WB PITT THE PLUMAGE, BUT FORGET 
THE DYING BIRD* 

AN 

ADDRESS TO THi PEOPLE 

ON 

The Death of the Princess Charlotte. 



BT 

Wit \ittxait of a^arloto^ 



In guying the Address from this source in mj edition of 
Shelley's Frose Works I said ** It would be rash to assume the 
reprint to be a iko-simile of the original ; but it has too much 
eharaoior, almost^ to be a bad representation of it.*' Since that 
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time Professor Edward Dowden has oommimioaied to me the 
following extract from a '* Catalogue of Books and Maaimcripts 
recently added to, or selected £kx)m the Stock of Thomas Redd. 
9. Gk'eat Newport Street • • . printed hj Compton ft Bitohiey 
Middle Street^ Cloth Fair, 1848 " :— 

Shbllit (Percj Bjsshe). Address to the People on the Death 
of the Princess Charlotte, Is 6d • • • • Sto. 

%* The anther printed ovlj twenty oopies of this Address: 
the present is a fac-simile reprint. 

Of course I do not regard this as proof that Bodd*s reprint is 
what we shonld now call a fiio-simile, or that the date of it was 
1843 ; bnt it is likelj enough that the work had not been long 
executed ; and the statement as to the numiber of copies of the 
orig^al maj rery well have been based on trustworthy informa- 
tion. 

The time at which this second Marlow pamphlet was written 
is ascertainable within a rery few days. The Princess Chaiv 
lotte died at 2.30 am. on the 6th of Norember 1817 : on the 
following day the executions which so roused Shelley took 
place. On the 12th Shelley wrote from Mabledon Place (Hunt's 
residence) an unpublished letter to Mr. Oilier, enclosing what 
he had '* written of a pamphlet on the subject of our conrersa- 
tion of the other eyening ", — ^to be ** sent to press without an 
hour's delay " ; and he promised to send the rest of the manu- 
script ** before evening.*' He added ** the subject the' treated 
boldly is treated delicately." 

This work is often spoken of as being entitled We Piiy the 
Pltmage hui Forget the Dying Bird, That this is not the title 
is evident from the fact that the opening of the address is headed 
An Address, ^c ; and in the setting of the title-page by which 
alone we know the tract, that of the reprint, there is nothing 
to justify the supposition that the words employed as a motto 
were meant for the title. Mr. Bodd himself gives it its proper 
title in his catalogue ; and he must have had good means of 
knowing the rights of the matter. Mr. MacCwrthy {8hdUy*s 
Early lAfe, page 394) points out that Shelley may probably have 
adopted the words fsom the following passage in The Eefladar 
(Volume I, pago 17) : ** It was pertinently said of the pathetic 
language which Mr. Burke, in his later writings, occasionally 
held on oonstitutional topics, that he pitied the plumage, but 
neglected the wounded and suffering bird." 
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HISTORY OF A SIX WEEKS' TOUR. 

The Eisiory of a Six Week$* Tour is a foolscap ootaro Tolume, 
boldljr printed, oonsistmg of flj-fcitle Hittory/ of/ a Six Weeki* 
Tawr^ iiile-i)age as giren below (haying at the back the im« 
print Beyndlf Printer, 45, BroacUstreet^ Ooldm-^quare)^ Preface 
pages ill to Ti, text of Journal pages 1 to 81, flj-title Letiertf 
text of letters pages 85 to 172, flj-title Lines/ Wniien in ihe Vale 
of Ohamounif and the poem of that name pages 175 to 183. 
There are no head-lines, the pages being numbered centrally 
with large Arabic figures. The label, which reads up, not 
aoroM, the back, is «« SIX WEEKS' TOUR./ Price 5«." The 
iitie-page mas thus : 

(47) 

HISTOBT 
<» 

A SIX WEEKS' TOUR 

THROUGH 

A PART OF FRANCE, 
SWrrZEBLAlO), GERMANY, AND HOLLANDS 

. WITH LETTERS 

DKflOBIPnTS OF 

A SAIL B0Uin> THX LAXB OF OSNXVA, AHD OF 
THX OLA0IXB8 OF OHAMOUNI. 

LONDON: 



PUBLISHED BY T. HOOKHAM, JUN. 

OLD BOVD tTaBBT) 

AND a AND J. OLLIER, 

WHLBBCK STHBBT. 



1817. 



This little Tolnme has a peculiar interest, not onlj from its 
biographical yalne, but as showing what Shellej's idea of a book 
of travels was in 1817. Careful roaders will scarcel/ doubt that 
the journal kept hj Mrs. Shelle/ was rcTised and to some small 
extent interpolated by the poet ; and the responsibility of publica- 
tion is ezpresslj thrown on Shelley at page xzi of ^Stb, SiellcT's 
pnfaoe to the S$$aye^ Letten^ io. (2 Tolnmes, 1840), where 
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we read tliat " « The Jonmal of a Six Weeks' Tonr/ and « Leitera 
from Oenera,' were published manj years ag^ by Shelley Yam* 
self. The Journal is singular, from the oiromustance that it 
was not written for publication, and was deemed too trivial for 
snch by its author. Shelley caused it to be printed, and added 
to it his own letters, which contain some of the most beautiful 
descriptions erer written.'* I do not know positirely whether 
this book preceded or followed the second Marlow pamphlet in 
issuing from the press ; but I see no reason for doubting that 
the pamphlet, a single sheet, was issued within a few days of the 
12th of Koyember, whereas the Six WeM Towr was entered in 
the Stationers' Register as being published by T. Hookham Jan. 
on the 10th of December 1817. When Mrs. Shelley says (Prose 
Works, Volume U, page 121) ^^Itisnow neaitly three years since 
this Journey took place," I presume she is at the beginning of 
her task of transcribing her journal : then there was idl the rest 
of the book to get ready, print, and bind ; and it may Tery well, 
in the busy year 1817, have been sereral months before the wwk 
came out. 

This is one of the books of which Mr. Brooks seema to 
(48) haye obtained a remainder ; for in 1829 an issue was 

made, consisting of the 1817 sheets undisturbed in any 
particular except the cancelling of the fly-title and title and the 
insertion of a new title only varying from the old one after the 
word CAamotffiH which is followed thus: ^Bt PEBOY B. 
SHELLEY./ hOKDGNi/ PUBLISHED BY J. BROOEB,/ 
421 oxroBD STRiiT./ 1829.'* The label of the reissue reads 
oorciB the back. Mrs. Shelley, in publishing he^ collection of 
Shelley's E$$ay$ Ac. (referred io above), included both her own 
portions of it and Shelley's, — making some revisions and addil. 
ions, which are noted in the Library Edition. 



LAON AND CYTHNA. 
[Thi Betolt or Islam.] 

» 

The edUio princejn of Loon and Oythna is an octaro Tolume, 
consisting of title-page, a blank leaf, preface pages r to xzii^ 
fly-title to the Dedication, with quotation from Ohapman'a 
i^ron'f Oanipiraqi (Act III), Dedication pages zzr to xzzii, fly- 
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tiUe Loon amd OyihtM with quotation from Pindar/ and 270 
pagw of text. I haye heard of a oopj oontaining adTeriiBO- 
ments dated Ootober 1817, including one of Lam and Oyihna 
itMlt The label reads thus: ««LAON/ amd/ OTTHNA./ 
10$. 6d. Boarda.** The tiUe-page is as follows : 

(49) 

Haon anu Cgttina; 

OR, 

THE REVOLUTION 

OF 

THE GOLDEN CITTt 

nr THS STANZA OP SPENBBB. 



BT 

FEBCY B. SHELLEY. 



AOS nor ZTQ kai koimon kinhsq. 

AHCBIMBDB8. 

LONDON: 

FBIMTED FOR SHERWOOD, NEELT, & JONES, PATERNOSTER. 

ROW; AND C. AND J. OLLIER, WELBECK-STREET i 

By B. M'Millan, Bow-Stieet, CoTent-Garden. 

1818. 

Written in the Summer of 1817, the book was printed in the 
latter part of that year, the title-page being post-dated as usual ; 
but, before it was regularly ii^ued, it was suppressed for the 
purpose of altering the text in some particulars and changing 
the title. 

The BevoU qflalam^ l)eing made up from the same sheets with 
a fresh title-page and 26 oancel-leayes, the same bibliographi« 
oal particulars applj, except that the preface, haying the final 
paragraph cancelled, ends on page xxi, and the flj-title with 
quotation from Pindar bears the words The BevoU of lilam. 

* This flj-title if donbtlen extremelj acaroe. Beside mj own copy I bsT* 
onlj liMurd of one containing it It probably got lost throngb being a separate 
leal, witb a separate signature, d, coming in between two complete sbeett,— 
miibrtnnatelj at that point where the Roman numerals of tibe preliminarj 
mittter end, lo thai its abaenoe makes no obrious hiatus to be disoovered bj tM 
hin d er ^ 






Loan and Cythna {The Revolt of lelam). 7$ 

TIm vaoal ralMtitated tiUe^psge rona tints ^— 

THE 

REVOLT OF ISLAM; 

A POEM, 
IK TWELVE CANTOS. 



BT 

PEROY BYSSHE SHELLEY. 

LONDON: 

PRINTED FOR C. AND J. OLLIER, WELBECK*STREBT; 

Bj B. M'Millmo, Bow-Screet, Cortnt-Otfdeii. 

1818. 

Some few copies of The BevoU bear the date 1817| instead 
of 1818 : probablj a realistic compositor set up the new 

(51) title-page, and his realism was onlj discoTered after 
the printing was began. The label of this oancelledbook 

reads ••REVOLT/ of/ ISLAM./ 10$. 6d. Boards.'* The same 
sheets were nsed again in 1829 with a third title*page 

(52) similar to the foregoing, bat with the imprint ** LON'- 
DON:/ PRINTED FOR JOHN BROOKS,/ 42 1, omoed- 

STBBBT./ 1829.'* The labels are the same as in the original 

issne of The BevoU, In the meantime some part of the stock of 

cancel-leaves had, I presume, been lost ; for copies of the 1829 

issue of The BevoU of lelam not infrequently occur with 

(53) Loon and Oythna text. ^Thus there are fire rarieties of 
the book. There is a list of errata usuallj found in all 

of them, but sometimes missing. I am' not aware of any oom* 
plete extant manuscript of Laon and Oyihna\ but Sir Percy 
Shelley has the Preface and Dedication, written fair for the press 
in Shelley's handwriting ; Leigh Hunt published a fac-simile of 
four lines in his Lord Byron and some of hie Ooniemporairiee ; 
Mr. W. M. Rossetti owns a larger fragment (24 lines,-^formerly 
in the possession of Hunt),. of which a fao-simile was g^ven in 
some copies of Mr. Rossetti's two-volume edition of Shelley's 
Poetry, and in the three- volume edition ; and there is a atili 
larger fragment (52 lines) in my collection. The actual printed 
copy of Laon and Oyihna upon which Shelley woiked to oonrert 
the poem into The Bevcii of leiam is also in my oollection* 
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Such in ouUine is the bibliography of Shellej's longest work ; 
bnt the whole history of the transaction whereby Loon cmd 
Cythna became The Bevolt of Islam is so remarkable that it 
seems desirable to give fuller details of a transformation which 
is, as far as I am aware, without parallel in the history of 
literatnre. 

The late Thomas Love Peacock's version of this affair first 
appeared in Fraser^i Magazine for January 1860 (q.T.), in one 
of a series of papers on Shelley since reprinted in the author's 
collected works. According to Peacock, Shelley wrote Loon 
and Cythna ** chiefly on a seat on a high prominence in Bisham 
Wood, where he passed whole mornings with a blank book and 
a pencil " ; and this statement does not diverge materially from 
that of Mrs. Shelley, in her note on 2%6 BevoU of Islam, that 
'* the poem was written in his boat, as it floated under the beech 
groves of Bisham, or during wanderings in the netghhouring 
country,** Peacock's account g^es on thus : — 

^ This work when completed was printed under the title of 
Loon and Cythna, In this poem he had carried the expression 
of his opinions, moral, political, and theological, beyond the 
bounds of discretion. The terror which, in those days of perse- 
cution of the press, the perusal of the book inspired in Mr. 
Oilier, the publisher, induced him to solicit the alteration of 
many passages which he had marked. Shelley was for some 
time inflexible ; but Mr. Ollier's refusal to publish the poem as 
it was, backed by the advice of all his friends, induced him to 
submit to the required changes. Many leaves were cancelled, 
and it was finally published as The Bevolt of Islam. Of Laon 
and Cythna only three copies had gone forth. One of these had 
found its way to 2%6 Quarterly Beview, and the opportunity was 
readily seised of pouring out on it one of the most malignant 
effusions of the odium theohgicum that ever appeared even in 
those days, and in that periodical." 

On this paragraph I have to observe (1) that altered passages 
of the poem are marked in pencil in Shelley's revised copy 
referred to above (page 73), so that I presume that to be 
the copy marked by Mr. Oilier ; and (2) that the expression 
^ induced to submit to the required changes " seems to me to 
correspond exactly with all we know of the matter. There is a 
slight variation of phrase in the Shelley Memorials (page 88), 
where Shelley is described as ** convinced of the propriety of 
making certain alterations " : convinced of the need he no doubt 
waS| for the alternative was a desperate one; but there is 
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nothing in his subsequent history to countenance the idea that 
he regarded Laon and Oythna as in any way offensive. Indeed, 
when 2%6 Quarterly Beview^ returned after the lapse of orer 
forty years, in a milder spirit, to the attack on Shelley, in regard 
to this poem, Peacock* added the following supplementary 
account of the affair : — ** Mr. Oilier positively refused to publish 
the poem as it was, and Shelley had no hope of another pub- 
lisher. He for a long time refused to alter a line: but his 
friends finally prevailed upon him to submit. Still he oonld 
not, or would not, sit down by himself to alter it, and the wholo 
of the alterations were actually made in suocessiye sittings of 
what I may call a literary committee. He contested the pro- 
posed alterations step by step : in the end, sometimes adopt- 
ing, more frequently modifying, never orig^ating, and alwaya 
insisting that his poem was spoiled.*' Since this matter 
was debated in my edition of Shelley's poetry, many of his 
letters to Mr. Oilier have been sold publicly by the OlUer 
family. On the 25th of November 1817 the poet told his pub- 
lisher to advertize at once, as the books were then ready, asking 
for twelve copies to be sent to him as soon as they could be 
**put in boards," and for one to be sent to Hunt *'the first 
thing." In The Examiner for the 30th of the same month aa 
extract from Laon and Cjfihna appeared,-— one of the passages 
afterwards altered. On the 3rd of December 1817 SheUej 
wrote to Mr. Oilier in answer to some communication concern- 
ing the insertion of a list of errata : he described the printer as 
** an obstinate old dog as troublesome as he is impudent," and 
gave authority for him to say at the top of thd list of errata 
*' that it was all the author's fault, and that he is as immaoalate 
as the Lamb of God." At the same time the poet sent Mr* 
Oilier advertisements for insertion in certain papers. On the 
11th of December he wrote his great letter of protest against 
the arrest of publication (Shelley MemaridU^ pages 81-3) i^ on 
the I3th another to Mr. Oilier arranging for an immediate 
meeting. Then there is an undated note authorising the pub- 
lisher to get back *' all the copies that have been given forUi " ; 
and on the 27th of December 1817 Shelley wrote to Mr. Oilier 
expressing surprise that he had not had the remainder of the 
proofs (this must mean proofs of the cancel-leaves), stating thai 
he had himself succeeded in procuring the return of ** two of 
the copies from Ebers's," and asking whether the publisher has 

* Ke. 220^ October 1861. • fWuer^t Magtuiiie, Uttnh IWL 
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been eqnallj forfcnnaie in regard to " ihe otiier purchasers." '' It 
•onght to be now!* be sajs, " advertised as to be published on 
Jannaiy 10.'* But on January 1 1 he had not received oopite 
himself, and wrote for six *' instanUj/' following up the request 
on the 15th with one for ten instead of the six which had not 
jet been sent. On the 22nd of Januaiy 1818 Shellej wrote to 
Mr. Oilier— *' Don't relax in the advertising — ^I suppose at 
present that it soaroelj sells at all." 

It is quite dear that a considerably larger number than three 
copies of Loon and Oythna ** had gone forth'* ; but I may as well 
quote some observations made in Noie$ and Queriei (for April 12, 
]862)y by the late Mr. Denis Florence MacGarthy : he says — 

** If Mr. Peacock is correct in stating that only three copies of 
Loon and Oythna had gone forth, the fate of these three is 
easily accounted for. * One,' as Mr. Peacock says, and as is 
evident both from the heading and the notes of the article 
referred to^ * found its way to The Quarterly Review* Another 
was certainly sent to Godwin, as we have a letter of Shelley's 
dated December 11th, 1817 (three weeks before the poem came 
out under its new title of The Revolt of l8hm)y in reply to one 
of Godwin's, in which he says, * I listened with deference and ' 
self-suspicion to your censures of Laon and Gythna.* The third 
there can be no doubt was sent to Thomas Moore, * whose most 
kind and encouraging letter on the subject of the poem,' Shelley 
had * just received ' when writing to his publisher, Mr. Oilier, on 
the same day. This identical copy, with ' From the Author,' in 
Shelley's largo bold hand-writing on the fly-leaf, is now in the 
Moore Library, Boyal Irish Academy, Dawson Street, Dublin, 
where the poet's books have found an honoured resting place, 
owing to the liberality of Mrs. Moore. Moore's library contains 
alfto the original edition of The Revolt of lelam^ but without any 
inscription from the author. I have looked carefully through 
both these volumes to see whether they contained any pencil 
marks by Moore, or any notes of admiration, condemnation, or 
protestation, from which we could infer whether his * most kind 
and encouraging letter ' in acknowledgment was confined merely 
to the literaiy execution of the poem. I have, however, found 
none. It is quite plain, notwithstanding, that Shelley wished 
the frightened publisher to suppose that Moore might be con- 
sidered in favour of the appearance of the poem in its original 
tonn. 

^ That Mr. Peaoook's statement is strictly true is therefore 
extremely probable ; but that more copies were made iip than 
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the three that * had gone forth ' at the time of the publisher'a 
objection to the farther issne of the poem, and that these copies 
are now stealing into the market, is bejond all donbt. Before 
allnding to the analjsis which I haye made of the differences 
existing between Loon and Oythna^ and The Revck of Islam, I 
maj state that I have obtained two nncnt copies of Loan and 
Oythna within the last six months from different London book- 
sellers, neither of whom, however, conld assist me in mj iuqni* 
ries as to the waj in which original copies of this poem are now 
getting into oircalation, or as to their probable number. That 
the number must be exceedinglj small is, I think, evident from 
the parsimony almost with which the disagreeable process of 
cancelling the offending pages was carried out, and the eager* 
ness with which every printed scrap of the original sheets that 
was admissible was turned to use in the making up of the new 
volume. An amusing instance of this may be seen in the list 
of * Errata,' which is the same in both volumes. In the process 
of cancelling the peccant pages, some of these errors were how* 
ever corrected ; but the reader of The Revolt of Islam is, never* 
theless, called upon to forgive mistakes that no longer exist (us 
at pages 90 and 264), except in Loon and Oythna ; and at page 
182 line 12, the ' these ' of Laon and Oythna^ is requested to bo 
read ' those * in the list of errata to The BevcHt of Islam. While 
in the text itself, the word * thou,* which is different from either^ 
is silently adopted." 

The foregoing paragraph of Mr. MacGarthy's opens up the 
question of the rarity of uncancelled copies of Laon and Oythna^ 
and I may as well state at once that their extreme rarity is » 
pure fiction. I could enumerate some dozens of copies existing 
within the circle of my own knowledge; and there are two 
London booksellers each of whom assures me that he some 
years ag^ bought and sold ag^in a bundle of 25 copies done up 
in boards, and being, positively, the uncancelled Laon and 
Oylhna. These fiffy copies (and one of the two booksellers is 
not sure that his bundle alone did not consist of fifty), were 
bought for sixpence a copy and sold in the ordinary retail way * 
at about half-a-crown a copy ; and it is improbable that any of 
them have since perished ; so that they may be confidently 
expected to ** steal into the market '* some time or other. More* 
over, Mr. Robert Browning, who has an unusually acoorate 
memory for details, told me in 1876 thati when he was a youth, 
he met, in his wanderings about London, with a small bopkseller 
who had for sale a large pile of oopies **in quiresi** and thai 
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these were certainly Laon and Cythna, uncancelled. Of course 
it is possible that these copies in qnires were afterwards made 
up into the identical two bundles in boards already mentioned ; 
but I yery much doubt this, because there was no market in 
those days to induce a chance owner to make up "quire stock** 
of any book of Shelley's; and we may better account for 
the two bundles in boards on the hypothesis that they were 
made up in 1817. The impetuous poet had probably given 
orders for a number to be sent out for review immediatdy; 
and these would be made up as soon as the book was printed, 
I suspect that all Peacock's ** three copies '* (very likely there 
were more) were sent out specially by Shelley himself;-— 
that, before the " review copies *' were despatched by the pub- 
lisher, the doubts and fears so momentous to the prospects 
of the book arose in Mr. OUier's mind ; and that, when finally 
the publisher had carried his point, and had got into existence 
the mutilated BevM of Islam, the ** review copies '* of Laon and 
Cythna were laid aside because it was not sure that they would 
be wanted at all, and it would have been more troublesome to 
carry out the cancelling process with them than with the 
<« quire stock.** That no such copies ever could have been 
wanted to supply the demand for the original edition of The 
Revolt of Islam, we know, — for " quire stock '* of the uncancelled 
book was still in existence in 1829, when, as stated above, the 
book was reissued with a new title-page by a difierent pub- 
lisher, whose copies are sometimes Revolt of Islam, and some- 
times Laon a/nd Oythna uncancelled except as regards the title- 
page. Within the last few years I have had in my hands a 
bundle of ten copies in sheets, folded, but not put up in boards, 
with all their labels and everything except the extremely scarce 
fly-title with quotation from Pindar. One of these folded copies 
I secured and have kept in this state among my own copies of 
Laon and Oythna ; but the rest will doubtless be bound or put 
up in " original boards ** and find their way into private collec- 
tions at the usual price. These copies had remained in the 
family of Mr. Brooks ever since 1829. 

The ** parsimony '* referred to by Mr. MacCarthy as oharao- 
terising the process of '* cancelling the ofiending pages ** does 
not, as it seems to me, affect the question of the original book*8 
Boaroity at all ; and indeed I think there was rather carelessness 
than parsimony, — a failure to observe that a fresh list of errata 
should have been printed when some of the errors in the list 
had been oorreoted. There ooold be no motive of economy, for 
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instance, in not oorreoting the errors specified in the list when 
thej happened to be on a leaf that was being cancelled on other 
grounds ; and in some instances Shellej himself, in making a 
change to meet Mr. OUier's views, failed to correct on the same 
leaf a flag^nt error which had already been detected and pro- 
Tided for in the list of errata: he would, I presume, if he 
thought about it, take it as a matter of course that the correc* 
tions in that list would be made without further instructions, 
when they happened to haye reference to a leaf that was oan« 
celled. For example, in the yeiy case quoted by Mr. Mao- 
Carthy (page 77) of ihou instead of (hose being substituted for 
iheiBj — turning to Shelley*8 revised copy, I find that, when he 
had altered stansa viii of Canto YIII, to get rid of *'GK>d" 
and ** his red hell's undying snakes,*' he made a correction in 
the pointing of stanza ix, not referred to in the list of erraia, 
but did not touch stanzas x and xi, which, being on the same 
Ufrff were also to be reprinted, and for which three corrections 
were provided in the list of wrata. That one of those correo- 
tions was wrongly made, namely by inserting ihum instead of 
ihoBe^ I take as one indication, among others, that proofs of the 
cancel-leaves were sent to Shelley : I imagine that in this oase, 
after seeing that *' Ood *' and '* his red hell's undying snakes *' 
had duly g^ven place to *' this Power " and *' deepest hell and 
deathless snakes," he turned the leaf over and found the correc- 
tions from the list of wraia were not made, — that he made 
them, — and that his iho$9 was, as it well might be, mistaken for 
ihou. In fact, I do not see how the mistake could have occurred 
if the corrections had been done from the printed list; and 
variations in the result of his seeing proofo of the cancel-leaves 
would easily occur by his reading some through, and merriy 
attending to what was altered in others. Thus he cannot have 
looked very closely at the cancel-leaf including stanza z of 
Ganto Xn ; for, in the second line of that stanza, toovet was 
reprinted, although Bireanu was substituted in the list of 
errata, 

Mr. MaeCarthy seems to assume that the object of parsimony 
in such a matter would be to turn as many copies of Loon and 
Oythna as possible into copies of The Bevoli of lelami but in 
fact the object of parsiiaony would be to make up as few copies 
as possible, just enough to keep pace with the demand, and 
to hold the 'Squire stock'' of the original book nnmntilated 
in readiness for any future demand. A thousand oopiee of 
Ldon and Oyihiia would have been a very moderate nnmber ibr 
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Sbellejr to get printed: two Imndred and fifty wonld liave 
been a large nnmber for the publisher to get cancelled and 
bound ; and a residue of seven hundred and fiftj copies would 
in the natural course of things remain in quires in Mr. Ollier's 
warehouse, or at the printer's, with the canceUleayes done up 
separately. That some such thing rwiui hare happened is 
shown bj the fact, already dwelt upon, of the original book turn- 
ing up again in 1829. 

One of the inconveniences of the frequent occurrence of the 
Loan and Cythna text uncancelled in the 1829 edition, called The 
Revolt of Islanif is that jou have onlj to remove the new title- 
page and insert a fac-simile of the original title-page, to produce 
an apparently genuine copj of Loon and Cythna. I have such a 
copj in mj collection, and have seen others. 

The daring idea of making radical changes in this book bj 
means of a few cancel-leaves probably arose from the mechanical 
facilities which accident seems to have presented, in the mode 
of setting the book up ; and these same facilities have since told 
in favour of all sorts of bibliographical mystifications. The 
book being uniformlj set throughout, without foot-notes or head- 
lines, and with two stanzas on everj page, except opening and 
closing pages having but one stanza each, the process of remov- 
ing certain stanzas was quite simple, and the change of title 
onlj involved cancelling two leaves instead of reprinting the 
book, as it would have been necessary to do had the title been 
printed at the head of every page. Here, the pages were simply 
numbered at the centre of the top, and did as well for one title 
as another; and, had it not been for that fatal circumstance, it 
is doubtful whether there would have been any alteration what- 
ever : probably the ease with which the book was convertible 
weighed with Shelley to induce him to give way ; and I cannot 
conceive that he would have consented to waste ike whole issue 
of a book into which he had poured so much of his heart. The 
publisher's requirements must have seemed much more formid- 
able had they not been rounded off with the specious considera- 
tion, ^all can be managed by printing twenty-eight fresh 
leaves *' ; and but for this it seems to me Shelley would have 
been more likely to adopt the alternative of the withdrawal of 
Mr. Ollier's name from the publication, — damaging as that 
would have been. It should be borne in mind that It was at 
Shelley's expense, and not at Mr. Ollier's, that the book was 
printed : it is doubtful whether Shelley at that time could have 
oommanded funds for printing two snoh volumes one after the 
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other ; and the earnestness of his letters to Gk>dwin and BCr. 
Oilier on the subject of this poem leave no room for the sappo- 
sition that he woald on anj account have let it perish. To 
Godwin he sajs, '* I felt the precarionsness of m j life, and I 
engaged in this task, resolved to leave some record of mjself. 
Much of what the volame contains was written with the same 
feeling, as real, though not so prophetic, as the oommunicationfl 
of a dying raan ** ; and further on he speaks of the poem as 
having grown " as it were ' from the agon j and bloody sweat ' 
of intellectual travail." 

A poem with such a genesis was not one to be readily given 
up by its author, or compromised by a withdrawal from publi* 
cation, of which the consequences are thus described by Shelley 
in his letter to the publisher (SheUey Memorials^ page 81) : '* You 
do your best to condemn my book before it is given forth, 
because you publish it, and then withdraw ; so that no other 
bookseller will publish it, because one has already rq'ected it. 
You must be aware of the gpreat iiynry which you prepare for 
me. If I had never consulted your advantage, my book would 
have had a fair hearing. But now it is first published, and 
then the publisher, as if the author had deceived him as to the 
contents of the work — and as if the inevitable consequence of 
its publication would be ignominy and punishment— and as if 
none should dare to touch it or look at it— retracts, at a period 
when nothing but the most extraordinary and unforeseen cir- 
cumstances can justify his retraction." 

It may perhaps be fanciful, but in the painful earnestness of 
Shelley's utterances concerning this poem, I seem to discern a 
key to the extreme corruption of the text and its striking in- 
consistency in minor details. The state of Shelley's mind as 
described by himself was such as would correspond with a very 
rapid and inaccurate manuscript,^ and at the same time with a 
feverish desire to see the book printed accurately, which he 
could only, he would think, secure by revising it for the press 
himself. Anyone who has had much to do with printers will 
realize at once the result of handing over Shelley's manuscript 
to a printer with strict instructions to *' follow copy," that is to 
print it verbainm^ Uteraiimj and point for point, and to leave the 
revision to the author. For those who have not had much to 
do with printers, let it be stated that the manusoript would in 
such a case (as in any other) be divided among several oom- 

* Indeed the maniucript firagmenu of Ltum tmd Ciftlma whioh I have almdy 
mentioDed are certainly anything hot enrefnl or ooaslttenC 
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positon, that some of them would '* follow copy " strictly, and 
that others would persistently disreg^d any such instruction, 
and correct the author wherever they thought him wrong : here 
I speak from positive experience, haying never yet known a 
staff of compositors without its due proportion of men who 
would noi forego their right of jurisdiction. Then again, 
although in strictness the printer's reader, who goes over the 
whole of the proofs with the manuscript, should see that the 
proofs are *' according to copy," the fact is that this is seldom 
scrupulously done when the instructions are, in the jocular 
phrase of the composing-room, ** follow the copy even if it goes 
out of the window, and let the author revise," — ^it being often 
improperly assumed that he will find out all the deviations 
from his manuscript. 

Now the original edition of Loon and Oythna has to me all the 
appearance of a book printed under strict injunctions to '* follow 
copy," and then revised by an author without an accurate eye 
for trivial detail. Such an author we know Shelley was ; and 
when we come to consider the painful circumstances under 
which he worked at that time, we should be surprised at finding 
the book anything but inaccurate and inconsistent. If my hypo- 
thesis be correct, he would never discover half the mistakes of 
bis own making which had been put into type by the com- 
positor who ** followed the copy out of the window," and which 
he would have wished to correct, or half the instances in which 
the compositor disinclined for that airy flight had altered some- 
thing which itemed a mistake, but was the author's deliberate 
intention. 

Had I known this as a fact, I could have altered, securely, 
much that may be found annoying in the minutely reproduced 
text of the Library Edition ; but as it is a mere hypothesis I could 
not act upon it, though I felt and still feel tolerably confident 
that it is the real explanation of the infamous printing of the 
book in question. 

The revised copy of Laon and Oythna in my possesision, 
epoken of above (pages 73-4) as presumably the one referred 
to by Peacock, is certainly the copy worked upon by Shelley 
to meet Mr. Ollier's views. The foot-notes, throughout the 
poem, in my edition, furnish many particulars of this most 
interesting relio, which it was my good fortune to bring to 
light ; but it will be well to give here a less disjointed account 
of a volume which is really an important historical document, 
if it be true that our greatest poets are our greatest and most 
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influential men, — or, m Shelley himself puts it, that ^ poets «re 
the unacknowledged legielatora of the world." 

I know of few incidents in the history of literature move 
closely bordering on the tragic, without being actually tragical, 
than this dead-set made upon a great poet, who conceired that 
he had a gospel to preach with a Yiew to the aHeriaticm of the 
wrongs and sufferings of humanity, and who, as a dying man, 
desired most earnestly to leare some substantial record of what, 
as he deemed, it was not to be permitted him to go on deliyer- 
ing in person. That Shelley was not really a dying man, but 
only thought so by himself and certain others whose opinion 
ought to hare been worth something, does not affect the extreme 
pahif ulness of the situation : accoirding to the letter to Gk>dwin 
already quoted, he considered himself dying, and poured his 
most fenrent conyictions into the ready mould of a poem which, 
if not a perfect work, was an unprecedented and truly remark* 
able work, full of splendour of imagination, fire of speech, 
purity of aspiration, and sublime disinterestedness. The ques* 
tion of mistaken yiews does not affect the matter one iota: here 
was this poem ready to appear before the world, — ^when sud- 
denly the author was informed that it must be altered in some 
of its most vital particulars, or be discredited by the withdrawal 
of the publisher's name ; and, under extreme pressure, he altered 
it in those vital particulars, — ^wittingly but unwillingly mangled 
it as a work of art, and let it go forth to the world, a monu- 
ment fore-doomed as it were to crumble into ruin before he 
whom it was designed to commemorate should \^ well benea^ 
the earth. It is the good fortune of humanity that Shelley was 
not a dying man, that he lived to erect for lumself a far more 
glorious monument than the unmutilated Loon and Oythna, in 
the noble series of works with which he followed that hapless 
book, given out as it were by a god maimed and shackled ; but 
the very series of works wldch he lived to leave us confers half 
its interest on the semi«tragic episode of the cancelling of Latm 
and Oythna, the tangible record of which episode was lost to 
sight for nearly sixty years, to come to light again in the fulness 
of that fame so tardily accorded by the poet's countrymen, but 
at length beyond all possibility of dispute or caviL 

My present business, however, is to g^ve an account of the 
recovered evidence of his positive personal manipulation of the 
poem. Formerly the evidence has only been that of witnesses, 
—credible witnesses enough ; but there was no tangible proof 
of the alterations being Sheila's : now, the proof exists : the 
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changes are oertainlj in his writing ; while there is nothing to 
give a different colonr to his known resistance to these changes, 
and cleaxlj expressed ratification of the book as originally 
printed. The Tolnme containing these changes in manuscript 
is, in fact^ primarily, a copy of hoth the books described above, 
— a copy of Laon and Oythna, with all the cancel-leaves, printed 
to convert it into The Bevoli of Islam^ bound in beside the 
original leaves ; and it contains, moreover, a single leaf of a 
proof-sheet of the preface to Laon and Cythna, showing varia- 
tions of interest. The book is half-bonnd in a style later 
than that of 1818, and the edges are oat and marbled. Here 
and there the end of one of Shelley's letters is cat off; bat, 
fortunately, there is no mutilation of the slightest importance to 
any but a bibliophile. The binder has left the sheets exactly 
eight inches and three-eighths in height, and here and there is a 
leaf with the original rough edge of the paper left, — indicating 
that the book was but moderately cut. The lettering on the 
back is **P. B. Shelley's Laon and Gythna. Gancelled Copy 
1818." The words ** Gancelled Copy " are also written at the 
head of the preface, in a large, ordinary hand, — ^not Shelley's, 
but, 1 incline to think, that of Mr. Buchanan M'Millan, who 
printed the book. 

The general appearance of the pages worked upon indicates, 
as would be expected, no very great respect on the part of pub- 
lisher or author towards the fabric of a volume now thought so 
precious that it is not lawful to touch it in any but the most 
respectful manner ; and the appearance of the binding and edges 
indicates that it was bound for use, — an.d used, though not ill 
used. It has had orig^ally bound up with it, at the end, two 
sheets of paper veiy like that on wldch the book is printed ; 
but the sixteen leaves of those sheets, as well as two leaves 
inserted between the Preface and Dedication, had been carefully 
removed, apparently with scissors, before the book came into 
my possession. What talJB those leaves might have unfolded, I 
am at a loss to conjecture. Since the book was bound, some 
one has wafered in a cutting, seemingly from a provincial News- 
paper, containing a long review of Hogg's Life of Shelley ; — 
and here end the external particulars. 

The first point in which this copy varies from the ordinary 
copies is in the substituted title-page, — the BevoU of Idam one, 
«— which bears the date 1817, and thus enabled me in 1876 to 
speak positively of a plurality of copies with that carious varia- 
tion: until I got ihifl oopy I had cnly heard that some few of 
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the later title-pages bore date a jear earlier than, the original 
ones ; — I knew of no specimen bat that in the British Moseom* 
Since then I have seen another cat copj, at the sale of Mr* 
Dew Smith's books, and have sncceeded in adding to mj own 
collection a clean nncnt copj in the original boards. It is per- 
haps worth noting that the Laon and Oythna title-page of the 
revised copj bears no mannscript mark of anj kind,— no indica- 
tion of a rerision of title bj Shelley ; bat that he did, at one 
point in the controversy with Mr. Oilier, farnish a second title, 
is proved bj the fact that, on the fij«title with the qnotation 
from Pindar, Loan and Oythna is erased by the poet, and Oihman 
sabstitated by him. The finally adopted title is not in Shelley's 
writing, bat in that of Mr. Oharles Oilier: from this it might be 
inferred that there was a separate correspondence on the snbjeot 
of title ; bat as the nameroas letters sold by Mr. OUier's family 
in 1877 and 1878 contained no reference to title, it is perhaps 
more likely that that qnestion was settled at one of the inters 
views of which the letters give indication. 

The single leaf from the proof-sheets of the Preface to Lam 
and Oythna, which looks mnch as if it had been preserved as a 
trophy of the prowess of Mr. M'Millan, who challenged, in 
writing, a certain passage, has some valne beyond that of show- 
ing variations. It shows that the book was undergoing scrutiny 
while the Preface was at press : this does not indicate, as might 
possibly be thought, that Shelley was under the espionage of the 
printer at the beginning of the printing, — for the Preface and 
dedication were presumably the last part written, and were cer- 
tainly printed after the book, as the signatures to the sheets are 
** b " and " c," to distinguish them from the sheets signed ** B " 
and ** 0," forming the opening of the poem ; but the inference is 
that the printer, who signed a manuscript suggestion to alter 
the words *' express in the cruelty and malevolence of Gk>d " to 
** entertain of the Deity, as injurious to the character of his 
mercy and benevolence," was at the bottom of Mr. OUier's fears 
about the book. I regpret that there is no proof that Shelley 
was forced into this particular alteration, wHch would seem to 
have been adopted by him before the controversy with Mr. Oilier. 
Another point of interest in this leaf is that the fall of the lines 
does not correspond with the fall of the same lines in the pub- 
lished Loon and Oythna : the leaf is paged xix and zz, begpins 
with the words *' superstitions noblemen of Borne,** and ends 
with ''In recommending,"— whereas, in the book as issued, 
page xix has two lines before we come to ** superstitious noble- 



86 Editionea principes and reproducHona thereof. 

msDj^ and ** In recommending" is in the third line of page xzi. 
From this it is to be assumed that Shellej had safficientlj 
worked npon the proof-sheets of the Preface, np to page xyiii, 
to leave the printer in the necessity of carrying oyer two lines 
firom that page to page zix. 

Goming now to the body of the book, it is to be obserred that 
pencilled crosses still remain against several of the altered 
passages, others having, it wonld seem, been nibbed out before 
the alterations were written in : there are sometimes faint in- 
dications of these crosses, and sometimes, where these shonld be, 
there is the smear apparently of a not over fresh piece of india- 
rubber, accompanied by the clear impression of fingers where 
those members wonld naturally be placed to hold the page 
steady while rubbing it. Most of Shelley's alterations would 
seem to have been made by him first in pencil and afterwards 
in ink : most of the pencillings have been more or less hastily 
rubbed out ; but some remain untouched beside the ink markings ; 
and those that remain intact are written upright, as if done 
constrainedly, out of doors, with no firm resting place for the 
wrist. In one instance (Ganto IX, stanza ziv,) where Ood was 
to give place to Mtaneny that decision is noted by Shelley in 
pencil, merely with a capital letter H ; and there are other 
pendlled abbreviations, referred to in my notes to the poem in 
the Inbrary Edition. 

There are still remaining very clear traces of another kind of 
marking beside the crosses set against certain passages, — namely 
a long line drawn down beside a stansa, and a numeral put 
against it, liot in Shelley's writing. The numerals when trace- 
able are consecutive, and seem to point to some written com- 
munication drawing attention to the canvassed passages ierialim. 
One of these numerical markings (** No. 7 "}, for example, is at 
stanza xxx of Canto YI, in which, however, Shelley made no 
change, though he altered one word in the next stanza ; and 
another one ignored by Shelley was ^ No. 10," — at stanza xviii 
of Canto Vli, the beautiful stanza wherein Gythna describes 
her baby as resembling Laon: this passage of course loses 
much of its significance in The BevoU of I$lam^ wherein Laon 
and Pythna are no longer brother and sister. 

As I have mentioned above, there is nothing in this revised 
copy to change our views as to the preference which Shelley 
accorded to i^e original text : indeed it corresponds perfectly 
Peacock's version of the affiur as already quoted. 

It is worth recording thai Mrs. Oisbome's copy of The BevoU 
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of If lom, oontaming many brief notes in her hand-writingi is 
extant and in mj possession. The notes are in pencil ; andaome 
hare been mbbed oat Some of those that remain shoW| as we 
shoold ezpeoti a ooltiyated good sense and oarefol reading. 



BOSALIND AND HELEN &c 

BoidUnd and Helena Ao.^ printed in the spring of 1819, is an 
ootaTO Tolnme consisting of fly-title Bosalind and Helenf title- 
P^g^ ^ pi^es of Preface (called ** Advertisement "), contents, fij* 
tiUe Boiijiind and Helen, a Modem Eclogue^ and text pages 8 to 
92. On the back of the first flj-title are adyertisements of 7%e 
BevcHt of lilam and AUuior^ and also an imprint, 0. S. Beyndl^ 
Broad^treet^ Oolden-^gwwe^ London* Some copies were issued in 
pamphlet form, with a drab wrapper, and a label reading along 
the back, instead of across it. I do not know whether others 
were issned in boards. The title-page is as f(dlows: 

(M) 

ROSALIND AND HELEN, 

A MODERN ECLOGUE; 
wrra 

OTHER POEMS: 

ST 

PEBOY BTSSHE SHELLBT. 

LONDON : 
PRINTED FOR 0. AND J. OLLDBR, 

TSBX STBBST, BOim STBBST. 
1S19. 

At the end of the book are four pages of Ollier's adTortise* 
ments, — of works bj Lamb, Hnnt, Shellej, Banj Oomwall,aod 
Oilier. The table of contents is as follows : 

CONTENT& 

Roealind and Helen • • • • 

Lines written on the Enganean HiDi 

Hjmn to InteUeotnal Beaut/ 

Sonnei. •••'••#•••••• 
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The Hjiim had already been published in Hie Examiner for 
19 Janaaiy 1817, and the Sonnet (Ozymandias) with the signa- 
ture " Glirastes" in the same paper for 11 Jannary 1818. 

In a letter to his publisher, dated ** Leghorn, September 6th, 
1819'* (Shettey Memorials, page 119), Shellej sajs — ^** In the 
Baealind and Helen, I see there are some few errors, which are 
so mnch the worse becanse thej are errors in the sense. If 
there should be anj danger of a second edition, I will correct 
them." Whether he revised a copj, and, if so, whether Mrs» 
Shellej subsequently made use of it for her edition, I have no 
positive knowledge ; but I do not discover in the variations be- 
tween her text and his any trace of such a copy, and therefore 
think she left these ** errors in the sense *' uncorrected. 

In 1876, hearing that Peacock had spoken of removing 
Shelley*B frequent dashes when revising for the press, I conjec- 
tured from the scarcity of pauses in this volume that it was to 
Peacock that we owed the '* errors in the sense *' in Bosalind 
and Helen ; and some letters from Peacock to Oilier which were 
sold by Messrs. Puttick and Simpson on the 19th of July 1877 
related to the proofs of that poem, and showed that it was he 
who read them. 

Mrs. Shelley tells us that Boealind and Helen was begun at 
Marlow, and thrown aside till she found it, when, at her re- 
quest, ^elley finished it at the Baths of Lucca in the Summer 
of 1818 ; and Lady Shelley {MemoridUf page 87) says that a 
large part of it was written in 1817 (when the Shelleys lived at 
Marlow) ; but it is not stated whether this was in the Spring or 
Winter, — ^before or after the composition of Laon and Oythna, 
which occupied the summer and autumn. The lapse of many 
eventful months may account for some of the inconsistencies in 
detail ; and the fact that Shelley had to be urged to finish it at 
all shows how little he prized it, and how little, therefore, he 
would have been likely to bring it up to any high degpree of 
finish. In a letter to Peacock, written from Borne on the 6th 
of April 1819, while this Eclogue was being printed, the poet, 
after enquiring with some anxiety after the safety of his Lines 
vfriUen among the Euganean Hills, says of Bosalind and Helen, 
'* I lay no stress on it one way or the other.*' I should imagine, 
therefore, that it was hastily written, and that Shelley, in the 
All! knowledge that such was the case, deliberately declined 
to reduce it to perfection of detail, however willing to correct 
**errorB in the sense." If so, to attempt to make good the 
omiaaion of rhymes and so on is extremely rash. The very 
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iinperfeotions have a value; and the great beauty of passages in 
evei'j page becomes the more remarkable. 

In giving the M%fmn to InteUedual Becmty in The Examifmr 
the Editor remarked that it was ** orig^nallj announced nnder 
the signature of the Elfin Knight.** In the meantime the author- 
ship had become known to the editor ; and the poem was duly 
signed, on its appearance, with the name Pebot B. Shbllet. I 
suspect that Shellej read a proof of this poem before it appeared 
in The Examiner^ or else Uiat it was pretty correctly printed 
from a very careful copy. The punctuation is wholly different 
in system from that a£ the version in the Batalind and Heilen 
volume ; and, referring to Peacock's practice of removing the 
pauses so constantly used by Shelley, it should be observed that 
this Hymn^ as printed in T^ Examiner^ has no less than 
twenty-one pauses in it, while the other version has not a single 
one left, the whole being replaced by more orthodox points. 
Moreover Shelley was in England when the Examiner version 
appeared, while, from the preface to the Baealind volume, it. 
would seem that he did not even know the Hyfnn was to be in 
that volume, — so that he is not likely to have prepared that 
version. Mrs. Shelley tells us in her note on Poems of 1816 
that the Hymn " was conceived during his voyage round the 
Lake [of Geneva] with Lord Byron.'* 

As far as I am aware no entire manuscript o£ BoioUnd and 
Helen exists ; but Mr. Gamett tells me of a fragment, written 
in pencil in a note-book, among Sir Percy Shelley's manuscripts, 
— the conclusion of the poem, — ^presenting no variation from the 
printed text. Of the other three poems in the Batalind and 
Helen volume, the only manuscripts I know of are Sir Percj 
Shelley's pencil draft of the Hymn io InteUeeiuail Beaidy^ the 
variations shown by which belong to an early stage of the com* 
position, — and Mr. Locker's manuscript of the interpolated pas- 
sage relating to Byron in the Linet wriUen among the Euganean 
HiUi. 

There is a private reprint of this volume^ namely 

(55) 

ROSALIND AND HELEN./ Edited, with notes, by H. 
Buxton Forman,/ and printed for private distribution./ 

XDOOOLXXVI. 

This is an octavo consisting of title as above with biblio- 
graphioal note at back, reproduction of original title-page^ 
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AdTertisemeni, Contents, and second flj-title, and pages 11 to 
72 of text of the fonr poems. The issne consisted of 50 copies 
im ordinarj paper, 25 on Whatman's hand-made paper, and one 
on rellnm. 



THE GENGI. 

The ediiio primceps of The Cenci^ though somewhat wide in 
proportion to its height and approaching in shape to a quarto, 
is in realify an octayo, heing printed on half sheets of paper 
folded in fonr. It consists of a blank leaf in place of fij-title, 
title-page, Dedication pages iii to t. Preface pages yii to zir, 
fij-title The Cenci with Dramaiis PenowB at back, and pages 8 
to 104 of text, with head-lines The Oenci on the left hand and 
Act and Scene on the right. The back-label reads across, thus r 
** THi/ CBNCI./ 4«. 6cL 5(29." There is no printer's name on 
the book, the title of which mns thus : 

(56) 

THE OENCI. 

A TRAGEDY, 
nr Fin acts. 

By FERCT B. SHELLET. 
ITALY. 

FUJITED fob C. AHD J. OlXIBB 
TEEB STBBBT, BOHD STBBBT. 

LONDON. 
1819. 

Shellej told Peacock that he meant the Tragedy to be pnb- 
lished with a frontispiece from Goido's portrait of Beatrice ; and 
in an unpublished letter to Miss Garran (dated the 5th of Augosi 
1819) he expressed a wish to get a good engraving done bj the 
antnmn, asking how mach a ** first-rate Roman artist " would 
demand for such a work. The Cenci^ begun at Home on the 
14th of May 1819, was finished at Villa Yalsoyano, half waj be* 
tween Leghorn and Monte Nero, about the middle of August, 
and printed at Leghorn in the same year, though not published 
in England till the Spring of 1820, and then without the intended 
firontispiepe. It has a few errors of the press incidental to the 
Italian oompoaitors' ignorance of Eng^h, and is acharaoteristi* 
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oallj irregnlftr piece of tjpographj ; bat on the whole it seems 
to me a preferable text to the second edition — a text more Ukt 
the absolute prodacidon of Shelley. In a letter to Mr. (Hiier 
dated the 80th of April 1820, Shelley writes : 

** I obserre that an edition of The Cend is adyertiaed as pub* 
lished in Paris by Galignani.— This, though a piracy botb npon 
the author and the pablisher, is a proof of an expectation of a 
oertain demand for sale that probably will soon exhaust th* 
small edition I sent you.* — In your reprint you will be guided 
of course by the apparent demand. I send a list of errata ; ths 
incorrectness of the forms of typography Ac whicb are oon« 
siderably numerous, you will be so obliging as to attend to your- 
self. I cannot describe the trouble I had with the Italian 
printer " — 

The list of erraUi, which is in my possession, is in the hand- 
writing of Mrs. Shelley. As it has nerer as fkr as I am aware 
been printed, I give it here : 

** PrefiEK)e. p. riii, line 2, the words The Papal government until 
the words a moAier cfiome diffiendiy — ^indusiye^-to be printed as 
a note. 

P. xii, line 2 from the bottom, dele the word moeL 

P. 8, 1. 5 from the bottom, for to read of. 

P. 4, 1. 9, for respited from heU^ read, retpiUd me from ML 

P. 6, last line, for Bid thai thore^ read, And ha (hat ihero. 

P. 8, 1. 6, for have read had, 

P. 8, 1. 15, for shall read shalt. 

P. 10, 1. 1, for yst read thus. 

P. 11, 1. 2 from the bottom, for dam read vatioL 

P. 18, L 9, for dare not one read dare no one. 

P. 55| L 2 fkx>m the bottom, read thus 

On. Why, that were well. I must be gone j good night 1 
When next we meet nay all be done 

Oiae, And all 
Forgotten-»Oh, that I had neTor been t " 

Except as regards the punctuation of the last item, the whole 
of these corrections were duly made in the second edition and 
must be followed in ftiture by faithful editorSi unless perhaps th» 
alteration of the line 

But that there yet remains a deed to tot 

to 

And bat that there yet remains a deed to act 

1 260 oopiet, aooording to letter of 16 October 1S19 {SksO^ limsrimk, 
page ISO). 
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be regarded as an imperfect falfilment of Shellej's inteDtion. 
Mj own impression is that he meant to cancel yet. Bat it is 
obvions that some of the variations concerned are tme variorum 
readings and not mere errors of the press. The license given bj 
Shellej, in the letter quoted above, in the matter of " the forms 
of typog^phj," accounts for the great number of small varia- 
tions between the two editions. 

Ths Cenei is the one book of Shellej's of which a second edition 
appeared during his life. The London edition of 1821 is an 
octavo, consisting of title-page with imprint at back (London : 
Prtnied by 0, H, BeyneU, Broad Street^ Oolden SquaTe)^ 2 pages of 
Dedication, Preface pages vii to xvii, flj-title The Cenci with 
DramaHs PereoncB at back, text pages 3 to 103 with head-lines 
The Cenci in the centre, the Act being marked at the right hand 
of the left page and the Scene at the left hand of the right page. 
The imprint is repeated, with the date 1821, in the centre of page 
104. The book has a baok-label, reading across. The title-page 
rons thus : 

(67) 

THE CENCI 

A TRAGEDY 

IN FIVE ACTS 
BT 

PERCY BYSSHE SHELLEY 

BBOOMD BDITIOV 

LONDON 
C AND J OLLIEB VEBE STREET BOND STBEET 

1821 

Whether Mr. Rejnell's reader or Mr. Oilier carried ont the 
instmction relating to tjpogpraphical irregularities, we are not 
informed; but that ideal perfection was not attained I have 
already hinted; and it maj be well to forestall any impntation 
of prcrjndice against the second edition bj pointing out that, 
when ^e Librarj Edition of Shellej's Poetical Works was issued, 
before the above quoted letter and the list of errata were known 
to exist, 1 recorded the suspicion that comparativelj few of the 
minnte changes in spelling and punctuation were Shelley's, and 
the opinion that the second edition was inferior to the first in 
these particulars. It is now clear that the proper basis of the 
text is the first edition ; and that the only legitimate revision, 
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beyond carrying oat Shelley's corrections, is to make the detail 
of the first edition text consistent in itself. 

I haye not succeeded in verifying Shelley's impression that an 
edition of The Cenci was printed by Gkilignani ; and such an 
impression may have arisen from (Mignani's haying obtained 
and adyertized for sale copies of Shelley's own edition. Aa fiur 
as I am aware, the third edition of this work waa a piracy iasned 
in London, namely— 

(58) 

THE CENCI./ A TRAGEDY/ w fit. acts/ bt/ PEROT 
BYSSHE SHELLEY./ LONDON:/ woxiam bbvbow^ 

252 BIOB HOLBORM./ 1827. 



This is a dnodecimo consisting of title-page, 2 pages of 
tion, 8 pages of Preface, fly-title The Cinei with DtamaltU Pet" 
mma at back, and pages 3 to 101 of text. It has a printed 
wrapper, on the face of which is the wording of the title-page- 
with the addition of the words ** Price 28. 6d." It is a curious 
and somewhat uncommon little book, prettily bat roughlj 
printed, from the second edition. 
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• 

The yolnme containing Promethetu Unbound^ published about 
August 1820, is an octavo consisting of fly-title Promdheut' 
Unbound/ 8^c 8^ with adyertisements and imprint at back, title* 
page. Contents, Preface pages yii to xy, fly-title Prmnethem TTn^ 
howid with DramatU PenonoB at back, text of Prometheus pages 
19 to 153 with head-lines Prometheus Unbound^ the Act being 
marked at the right hand of the left page and the Scene at tha- 
lefb hand of the right page, fly-title Miscelkmeous PoemSy text of 
those poems pages 157 to 222 with titular head-lines right and 
lefb, and two pages of Oilier's adyertisements ending with the 
imprint (in one line) Marchamiy iVinidr, Ingram^Oouirtf Fent^uire'k-' 
Street^ London. The adyertisements at the back of the fly-title 
are as follows : 

Latdy fubUshed^ in 8«o. 4ts. 6d« 

THE OSNCI : a Tragedy, in Fiye Acts. By PUOT Btsbrk 
Shillit. 
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Also, bj the same Aathor, 

THE BEYOI/T OF ISLAM : a Poem, in TweLye Oaatos. 
8to. 10«. 6(2. 

BOSAUND AND HELEN; a modem Eologne, with otiier 
Poems, 8to. ^.M. 

ALASTOB, OB THE SPIBIT OF SOLITUDE : f. o. 8to. 

St. 

Msfdiaat, Fkinter, Ingnm-Coiirt, Fenohnreh-Street, London. 

The book is nsnallj in drab boards ; and ihe baok-label reads 
"PBOHBTHEUS/ UNBOUND/ 9«". The tiUe-page is as 
follows: 

(59) 

PROMETHEUS UNBOUND 

A LYBIOAL DBAMA 

IK FOUR ACTS 
WITH OTHER POEMS 

BT 

PEBOT BTSSHE SHELLEY 

AUDmrC HiiC, AXPBIABAB, BUB TUtaAX ABDmf 

LONDON 
C AND J OLUER VERE STREET BOND STREET 

1880 

^he list of Ck>ntents is as follows : 

CONTENTS. 

PROMETHEUS UNBOUND •••••.•• 

MISCELLANEOUS POEMS. 

The SensitiTe Plant • -. 

A Vision of the Se» 

Ode to HeftTen • . • • • • • , • • • 

An Exhortation 

Ode to the West Wind 

An Ode, written Oelober, 1819, before Ihe Spaniards had reooTered 

their liberty • • • 

TheCkmd 

ToaSl^lark • . . • 

OdetoLiberty 

This is almost alwajs a oanoel4eaf. I nsed to think that^ as 
ICr. Oilier «t one tiine proposed to print JMom mud MaddaU 
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with Prometheui^ the original leaf might oonoeiTablj haye borne 
the title Julian and MaddoHo among the rest. The reason of the 
cancel was, however, much simpler than that. After examining 
a great number of copies, I found the original leaf in the one 
which was sold among Mr. Dew Smith's books on the 29th of 
January 1878 ; and in that copj the word muoeUaneoui had no 
c in it. Among the adyertisements at the end is the following: 

*«HISTORT of a SIX WEEKS' TOUR through a part 
of France, Switzerland, Germany, and Holland ; witii Letters 
descriptiye of a Sail round the Lake of Geneya, and of the 
Glaciers of Ohamouni ; foolscap 8yo. 5«." 

And among ^ Works in the Press " is announced 
«* JULIAN and MADDALO, and other Poems." 

There are numerous references to this, perhaps greatest 
yolume of Shelley's works, throughout his correspondence. It 
would seem that a considerable portion of Prometheui was 
written in 1818. In an undated letter to Mrs. Shelley, written 
from Padua to her at Este, apparently in September of that 
year, Shelley asks her to ** bring the sheets " of that poem, whidh 
she " will find numbered frt>m one to twenty-six on the table of 
the payilion " ; and in a letter to Peacock dated ** Este, October 
8, 1818," he says, **I haye been writing — and indeed haye just 
finished the first act of a lyric and classical drama, to be ci^ed 
Jhrometheus Unbound.** 

Mrs. Shelley records that he had meditated upon the subject, 
and written portions during his Italian trayels between the final 
departure from England in the Spring of 1818 and the settle* 
ment at Home in March 1819, but that it was only in the Spring 
of 1819 that he began to giye it his undiyided attention. Then, 
at all eyents, in the Baths of Oaracalla, the first three Acts were 
finished before The Cenci was composed: he mentions Pro- 
metheus as ** just finished " — ^in a letter to Peacock dated 6 April 
1819, which of course refers to the three acts only ; for, as 
Mrs. Shelley says in her note on Prometheus, ** it was not till 
seyeral months afber, when at Florence, that he oonceiyed a 
fourth act • . • ought to be added " ; and this was not finished 
till near the end of December 1819. In a letter to Mr. and 
Mrs. Gisbome, dated ** Pisa, May 26th, 1820," while accepting 
an offer of theirs to correct the proof-sheets, he says, ^ I enclose 
you two little papers of corrections and additions,— I do not 
think you will find any difficulty in interpolating them into their 
proper places." But on the 12th of July 1820 he writes to 
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Peacock, ** I make bold to write to jon on the news that jon are 
correcting mj PrbmethetUf for which I return thanks.*' In a 
letter to Mr. Oilier, dated '* Pisa, Noyember 10th, 1820," Shellej 
sajs *' It is to be regpretted that the errors of the press are so 
nnmerons, and in many respects so destractiye of the sense . . • 
I shall send jon the list of errata in a day or two.*' He does 
not seem to haye sent it till the 20th of January 1821, — in a 
letter printed in the Shelley MemoriaU^ but there misplaced and 
dated 1820 : he refers to the list as ** a formidable list" Mrs. 
Shelley seems to have recoyered it from Mr. Oilier, or to have 
had a duplicate, as she says in the note on Prometheus in her 
first collected edition, *' the yerbal alterations in this edition of 
Prometheus are made from a list of errata, written by Shelley 
himself." This must be understood with a reseryation to allow 
for errors of the press in Mrs. Shelley's own edition. A great 
part of the manuscript of PromeiheMf carefully written, is in the 
possession- of Sir Percy Shelley : an account of some of the 
yariations shown by it was giyen in 2%6 Westminster Beview for 
July 1870. I presume the minor poems were printed from 
copies made by Mrs. Si^elley ; for in an unpublished letter to 
Mr. C. Oilier, postmarked May 30, 1820, Shelley says *• Mrs. 
Shelley is now transcribing for me the little poems to be printed 
at the end of Prometheus ; they will be sent in a Post or two." 
It may be wortK recording that a copy of the book in my 
collection is inscribed on the fly-title in the hand-writing of 
Mr. Gharles Oilier ** — Ooulson £sq from the Author." I pre- 
sume this was ** the admirable Coulson " who used to walk on 
Bishopsgate Heath with Shelley and Hogg. 



(BDIPUS TYRANNUS ; OR, SWBLLPOOT THE TYRANT. 

(Edipus Tyrannus; oty SweUfoot the Tyrcmt is an octayo 
pamphlet of fiye half-sheets *' stabbed " together, without a 
wrapper, consisting of title-page, a page of Pireface oidled **Adyer- 
tasement," with BraanaJtis Pwsowb at back, and text pages 5 to 
39. The head-lines are, on the left-hand pages, (Edipus Tyrannus ; 
on the right-hand pageSf A Tragedy. There is an imprint in one 
line at the back of the title-page, Printed by 0. F. Beyfang^ 67, 
WUtt^mrkeL The title-page is as follows : 
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(60) 
(EDIPUS TYRANNUS; 

8WBLLF00T the TYRANT. 

3 Ctageop. 

IN TWO A0T8. 



TRANSLATII) FBOX THl ORIOIHAL DORXO. 



Choose Reform or cirO-war, 



When thro* thj itreets, instead of hue with dofi, 
A CoMSOST-QuBXK shftll hunt a Kmo with hoin. 
Riding on the IONIAN MINOTAUR. 

LONDON: 

PUBLISHED FOR THE AUTHOR, 

BT J. JOHNSTON, 98, CHEAFSIDE, AND SOLD BT 

ALL BOOKSELLERS. 



1880. 



It is a rough, oommon pieoe of printing, and has a general 
air of haste. The names of the speakers are nsnallj at the 
beginning of the first line of eaeh speech, abbreyiated; bnt 
sometimes thej are nnabbreyiated ; and, as in PrameHmtif the/ 
sometimes appear oyer the centre of the speech. I am not 
aware of the existence of Shellej's mannscript of this work ; bni 
a fragment of it is in the possession of Mr. H. A. Bright. In 
mj collection is a transcript in the hand-writing of John Gia- 
bcnrne, stated hj Miss Ramble, to whom he left it, to hare been 
made from Shellej's mannscript ; bnt I am disposed to think 
that this is a mistake, and that the transcript was really made 
firom a copj of the pamphlet. Mrs. Shelley, reyiring (Bdipim 
Tyrcmmu in her second edition of 1839, records that it was 
begun in August 1820, at the Baths of San GKuliano, near Pisa ; 
Shelley, in reading his Ode to Liberty^ was ^riotously aocom* 
panied by the grunting of a quantity of pigs brought for sale to 
the fair " in the square underneath the windows of his residence 
there; and, the struggle of George lY. to get rid of the claims 
of Queen Caroline being the current topic of conyersation, thai 
domestic episode seems to haye combined in his mind witfi the 
pordne chorus, and to haye borne fimit in this estmnrdinafx 

H 
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piece of intellecfcaal grotesque, with its clear andercnrrent of the 
same serious spirit that inspired the Ode to Liberty itself* 
**Wheii finished," says Mrs. Shellej, **it [(Edipus Tifrcmnus] 
was transmitted to England, printed and published anony- 
mously ; but stifled at the yery dawn of its existence by the 
* Society for the Suppression of Vice,' who threatened to prose- 
cute it, if not immediately withdrawn. The friend who had 
taken ihe trouble of bringing it out, of course did not think it 
worth the annoyance and expense of a contest, and it was laid 
aside," 

Messrs. Puttick and Simpson sold a copy of this pamphlet by 
auction on the 15th of May 1878 ; and it afterwards passed 
into the hands of Mr. Frederick Locker. At the top of the 
title-page was written, "Bought 16 Dec., 1820, M. O." The 
** 20 " has been cut off in binding, but 1820 must haye been the 
year, to judge from the well-known facts of the case; and 
** M. O." would seem to have been, not Maria Gisbome, but 
some virtuous inhabitant of the Ward of Cheap, who bought 
this copy for purposes of warfare, for in the same hand-writing 
18 written all oyer the title-page the following note : — 

" This work was published by Johnson in Cheapside at the 
commencement of the Caroline Phobia ; was bought by me, and 
presuming it to be highly libellous, some Inhabitants of the 
Ward determined to haye it prosecuted in accordance to the 
resolutions of the Wardmote ; it was, howeyer, suppressed by 
the interference of Alderman Bothwell without coming before a 
Jury, the publisher giving up the whole impression, except 7 
what [sie] he said was the whole number sold. He gave up as 
the Author (or at least his Employer) Smith, the Author of 
Ejected Addresses, Horace in London, &o. Smith, however, said 
it was sent to him from Pisa in Italy, at that time the residence 
of Lord Byron, Shelly [«ic], and others." 

If this is genuine (and the general air of the book, which I 
have examined carefully, is, or was, that of the most convincing 
genuineness), we learn that, whatever part the Society for the 
Suppression of Vice may have taken in the matter, the attack 
did not originate with that society ; that the sale, according to 
Johnston, only extended to seven copies, the rest falling into 
hands not likely to preserve them very carefully ; that Shelley's 
finendly agent was Horace Smith, and that that estimable 
gentleman staunchly refused to give up the name of his principal 
St Pisa; for «<M. G." would certainly have said which of the 
^Sateoioaohool " was the authori had he known. This copy of 
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**M. G." 'b was, of ooune, one of the seyen ; and, if Johnston and 
the Ward were all good men and tme, there are now onlj three 
oopies to oome to ■ the sorfiice, for this is the fonrth known to 
Shellej specialists. There are none in anj of the pnblio 
libraries, except the oopj in the Djce collection at South 
Kensington ; the late Mr. Trelawny had a copj ; and I harA 
one. I neyer heard of a copy coming to the hammer before 1878 
or since ; and it will not be surprising if none erer comes agmin, 
for pamphlets of twenty leayes are perishable things ; and eren 
if some of the high-minded ** inhabitants of the Wud " followed 
the example of " M. Q." in presenring copies for their own read* 
ing (for *' M. O." 's copy is marked in the margin throoghomt) 
still four copies would be a good percentage of surriyors. 

A yery curious case of minute yerbal and other yariation la 
afforded by ** the oracle," which first appears precisely as abone 
on the title-page of SweJ^oot^ and then occurs twice in the text 
of the poem. The oracle as uttered by Puboanax in Aot I| be- 
ginning at line 112, stands thus in the original edition : 

BoBotia, choofle reform or cML war I 
When through the itreets, inftend of huo with dogi, 
A Consort Qaeen shall hunt a King with hogs, 
Riding on the Ionian Minotaur. 

Here J haye not the least doubt that the word ih» in the second 
line is a misprint for thy ; but I do not suppose the other yaria* 
iions were the printer's doing ; and the note of exclamation at 
the end of the first line seems likely enough to haye been de* 
liberate. As repeated by the Ohorus in Act *II, Scene !» be* 
ginning at line 153, the oracle runs thus : 

Thebes, choose r^&rm or etvU war. 
When through your streets instead of hare with dogs, 
A Consort Qubbx shall hunt a Knro with hogs, 
Riding upon the IONIAN MINOTAUR. 

In that case a oomma after slreelB in the second line seems 
almost necessary to the sense ; and, whether Shelley or the 
printer dropped it, the omission must haye been purely aoci« 
dental. But in regard to yowr for thy in the second line, and 
v^pon for on in the fourth, I should not doubt that those yaria* 
tions would haye been left as they are, eyen if Shelley's atten- 
tion had been called to them. If any one had asked him, ** ^7 
don't your people repeat the orade oorrectly P *'— he might 
fkirly haye answered, ** Because real people don't repeat any* 
thing correctly in minute particulars " : and, as regurds the 
yariations in the matter of italicsi capitals, and so on, they pro* 
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bablj place the stress more precisely where Shellej meant it to 
fall m each instance than would be the case if we yentnred to 
print the oracle exactly alike in all three places. This case 
seems to me, without being of any intrinsic importance, to aflfbrd 
a good example of Shelley's un-minute way of work ; and I 
think any textual critic who will take the trouble to compare 
the three versions, letter by letter, and point by point, will 
readOy perceive how insecure must be the process of har- 
manizing or systematizing the text of Shelley's poems. 

There is a private Octavo reprint of (EdipuB Tyranmu of 
(61-62) which, owing to a mistake that need not be explained, 

there are two varieties, neither of them having a 
dated special title-page, but both executed in 1876. Both con- 
sist of fly-title (Edtpus Tyrannw; or, SiveUfoot the Tyrantf with 
bibliographical note at back, title-page. Advertisement, and 
DramattB Persona as in the original, and pages 7 to 45 of text; 
bat, wKile No. 61 has a note backing page 45, in No. 62 the 
same note is a fresh leaf forming pages 47 and 48 ; in No. 61 
there are foot-notes to the Advertisement and Dramcdie Pereonm 
not given in No, 62 ; and at page 45, over the imprint of Sey- 
&ng. No. 61 has and No. 62 has not the words ** The imprint of 
(Edipua Tyranmu is as follows : — ". Of No. 61, the issue was 
50 on plain paper, 25 on Whatman's hand-made paper, and one 
on vellum,— of No. 62, 10 on plain paper, 5 on Whatman's, and 
5 on vellum. 



BPIPSYCHIDION. 

The marvellous poetic rhapsody entitled Epipeychidian is a 
book with a reputation for being scarcer than it really is. Bare- 
it doubtless is ; but 1 have known of many copies for sale within 
the last ten years ; and more may be expected to come to the 
surface as knowledge of Shelley bibliography spreads. I^fnpey- 
ehidum is an octavo pamphlet, sewn, without wrapper, consist- 
ing of fly-title BPIPSYCHIDION/ Price, 2*., title-page, 1 page 
of Preface called ** Advertisement " with stanza from Dante at> 
back, and text pages 7 to 31. At the back of the fly-title is the 
imprint Xofufefi. Mntedby S.andB.BefUleyjIhreetJ^eeifSaUi* 
hwy Bquare^ and on the verso of page 81, in the centre, is the 
■lightly difi*erent imprinti Lond^m/ Printed by 8 ^ E BmUley} 
Dmnet Street/ MDCCCXXL The title-page is as follows :-- 
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m 

EPIPSYCHIDION 

T1B8I8 ADDEBSSBD TO THl NOBLI. 
AVD UKrOETUNATI LADY 

EMILIA V 

NOW IMFRI80NED IN THE CONVENT OF 

I/anima amuito ti ilaiioia fnori del ereato, • ti orea Bel infinito 
on Hondo tutlo ptr «••«, dimao usai da qvMto oaoofo • panroao 
baratro. Hbb owv woeds. 

LONDON 
C AND J OLLIER YERE STREET BOND STREET 

MDCCCXXI* 

Mrs. Shellej classes the poem among those of 1821 : in a letter 
to Leigh Hunt dated the 29th of December 1820 (Hunt's Oarre- 
ipondence^ Volume I, page 160), she seems to refer to it as alreadj 
written then, — ^but onlj seems, for a part of the letter not giyen 
in the (Jorretpondeno^f shows that there is no reference to Shelly 
or to Epipsychidum in the passage wherein those names were in- 
serted hj Thornton Hunt. Whatever the date of completion, 
the poem was sent to Oilier, to be published, in a letter dated 
the 16th of February 1821 (Shelley MemoridU^ pages 152-3), in 
which Shellej says, ^ The longer poem, I desire, i^ould not be 
considered as my own • • • It is to be published simply for the 
esoteric few ; and I make its author a secret, to ayoid the 
malignity of those who turn sweet food into poison ; transform- 
ing all they touch into the corruption of their own natures. My 
wish with respect to it is that it should be printed immediately 
in the simplest form, and merely one hundred copies • • • If 
you have any bookselling reason against publishing so small a 
number as a hundred, merely distribute copies among those to 
whom you think the poetry would afford any pleasure." I hare 
not been able to ascertain that there is in existence any finished 
manuscript of the poem. Trelawny says that it was originally 
written in Italian. 

There is a priyate ootayo reprint of Epipeyehidumf of 
(64) which, as of (Edvpue Tyramnus^ there are two yarie- 

ties. Of these. No. 64 has no distmctiye dated tiUe- 

.page (though executed the same year as liTo. 65, 1876), but 

begms with the fly-title EPIPSYCHIDION/ /Vios, 2$. with 

bibliographical note at back; the original title-page is repro* 

duced, with the stansa firom Dante at back; the ^^Adyertiae- 
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menf'oooiipies pages 5 and 6, the text pages 7 to 26, and the 
studies and cancelled passages as grouped in the Library Edition 
pages 27 to 33. The other variety begins with the titli 



(66) 

EPIPSTOHIDION./ Edited, with notes, by H. Buxton Forman,/ 
and printed for private distribution./ hdocolxxti. 

This is followed by the fly-title, bibliographioal note, title- 
page, stanza from Dante, Advertisement, and text, as in No. 
64; bat has not the studies and cancelled passages. The issue 
of No. 64 was 50 on plain paper, 25 on TThatman's hand-made 
pi^MT, and 1 on vellum ; the issue of No. 65, 10 on plain paper, 
5 on Whatmaa'Si and 5 on vellum. 



. ADONAIS. 

The Pisa edition of Adonms^ of which the title-page is repro* 
dnoed below, is a small quarto, stitched, in a blue ornamented 
wrapper, and consists of title-page, P^face pages 3 to 5, and text 
pages 7 to 25, — in all three sheets and a single leaf. It has no 
imprint beyond that at the foot of the title-page. 

(66) 

ADONAIS 



AM ELEGY ON THE DEATH OF JOHN KEATS, 
AUTHOB OF ENDYMION, HTFEBION ETC. 

PERCY. B. SHELLET 

Nw it 9av&v, XofLintg iempOQ tv fCifuviHg, 

PLATO. 

PISA 
WITH THE TYPES OF DIDOT 

MDCOOZXI. 

Aooording to a letter from Shelley to Mr, Oisbome, dated tl 
li of June 1821, he had been ** engaged these last days in con 
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posing " AdanaiB ; and on the 16tli of the same month he wrote 
to Mr. Gisbome that it was then finished, and was sent to '* the 
press at Pisa " on that daj : in writing again on the ISth of 
J11I7, he adyised Mr. Oisbome of the despatch, of the onlj oopj 
the printer had deliyered. This was a long time for the print- 
ing of a thin pamphlet, and seems to indicate some trouble giTon 
to the printer in the shape of corrections while at press. 

In 1877 I expressed the opinion that there were hardlj 
anj printer's errors in Shelle7's edition, and that the appear- 
ance of the work as well as the passages in Shellej's letters 
relating to it justified the belief that here at all erents Shellej 
took great care in writing and revising, and was not firustrated 
by the pnntor. At the same time I considered that he must 
haye made a few manuscript changes after publication. Among 
the letters of Shellej subsequenUj sold by the Oilier familj 
was one bearing on this subject It is an undated letter pur- 
porting to accompanj a sketch for a frontispiece to AdonaiBf 
which Shellej wished to be put into the engrayer's hands at once, 
so that the illustration might be readj for insertion in the Pisa 
book, alreadj on its waj to London. The poet describes the 
book as ** beautifullj printed, and what is of more consequence, 
oorrectlj." I haye also since obtained a letter of Mrs. Shellej's 
in which it is stated that Shellej had wished certain alterations 
made in AdonaU. This letter is on the subject of (3alignani*8 
edition (q.y.), in which the most important of the changes sub- 
sequentlj introduced into Mrs. Shellej's own text of this poem 
dulj appeared. I am not aware of anj extant manuscript of 
Adonaia approaching completeness, or of anj manuscript at all 
except the passages in the note-books in Sir Percj Shelley's 
possession, examined bj Mr. Gkumett, and said bj him to be 
•< the merest fragments.'* But eyen a finished manuscript would 
not affect the question of the few important changes made by 
Mrs. Shellej, for which I suppose she had the authority of a 
copy revised by Shelley after publication. 

A curious typographical detail in the Pisa Adonms is that 
the frequent dashes, which seem to have exactly the value usual 
with Shelley, are all double the usual leng^ except in two in- 
stances. The fact is that, in Shelley's bold writing, these dashes 
toere very long: the English printers would understand this; 
but Didot's people seem to have followed them literally ; and, 
the book being boldly printed, this peouliarity would not be 
likely to strike Shelley in revising. The two instances in whieh. 
the ordinary dash occurs in the Pisa edition are line 6 irfstaua 
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ix, md line 9 of stanza zzxiy. In all other cases the clashes are 
what printers call 2-em metal-roles. 

Shellej's ** intention to subjoin to the London edition of this 
poem a criticism npon the claims of its lamented object to be 
classed among the writers of the highest genius who haye 
adorned our age '* does not appear to haye left any traces among 
his manuscripts. With the exception of stanzas ziz to zziy the 
poem was reprinted in a reyiew, purporting to giye the whole, 
in 2%6 Literary Chmniole for 1 December 1821 ; but I am not 
aware that anj separate London edition of Adonadi was oyer 
published. The eurliest separate reprint known to me is an 
octayo pamphlet published in 1829 at Cambridge : 

(67) 
ADOKAIS./ flu (CltSU/ ON THi/ DEATH OF JOHN 

KEATS J AUTHOR OF ENDTMION, HTPEBtON, STO./ BT/ PEROT 

B. SHELLEY./ [motto as in original] CambrfUge :/ 

PSniTED BT W. HETCALFB,/ AND SOLD BT MESSRS. QBE & BRIDGES, 
HARKET-HILL./ MDCGCXXIX. 

It consists of title-page, note on a second leaf, P^face pages y 
to yiii, and text pages 1 to 28. The note is as follows : ** The 
present edition is an exact reprint (a few typographical errors 
only being corrected,) of the first edition of the * Adonais,' — 
dated, «Pisa, with the types of Didot, MDCGOXXL'" The 
minute yariations from the original are fkr more considerable 
than the projectors seem to haye been aware ; but, in essential 
matters, it is an accurate edition. The late Lord Houghton told 
me that, when at Cambridge, he and Arthur Hallam (who brought 
a copy of the Pisa edition from Italy), and one or two others, 
resolyed to get it reprinted ; and, after some difficulty in finding 
a publisher, this was done. Lord Houghton could not recollect 
whether he or Hallam edited the text : but he remembered that 
Deighton, a proposed publisher, objected to the words ** which 
was like Gain's or Christ's " (stanza xxxiy), and wanted to put 
asterisks for those names I 

There is a priyate octayo reprint of AdonoM (undated, 
(68) but executed in 1877), which consists of fly-iitle AdoncM 

with bibliographical note at the back, title-page as in the 
original, Preface pages 6 to 8, and text pages 9 to 20, The 
issue of this reprint was 50 copies on plain paper, 25 on What- 
maik^s haad^made paper, and 6 on yellum. 
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HELLAS. 

HelloBf the last work which Shelley pablished, is an ootaTO 
pamphlet, with drab wrapper, consisting of flj-title HeUat with 
imprint at back {IMnted by 8. and B. BenUeijt Donel Street^ Loi^ 
don,)^ title-page as giyen below, Dedicationy Prefaoe pages rii to 
zi« fly-title HeUat with DramatU Penana at back, and text pages 
8 to 60. The poem itself ends at page 53 of the pamphlet, 
where the imprint is repeated ; and tiie Notes form pages 65 to 
58 : these, again, are followed by the poem TFrt/isfi an kearmg 
ihe Newt of the Deaih of Napoleon^ forming pages 59 and 60. 
There is a label on the first side of the wrapper, reading 
«« HBLLAS/ A/ LTBIO AL DRAMA/ df ed ". The title-page 
as as follows : — 

(69) 

HELLAS 
A LYRICAL DRAMA 

BY 

PEBOY B. SHELLEY 

MANTIS EIM' ESOAQK 'AFONON 

(Edit. Colov. 

LONDON 
GHABLES AND JAMES OLLIEB VEBE STBEET 

BOND STREET 
MDCCCXXn 

In a letter to Mr. Oisbome, dated '* Pisa, October 22, 1821,** 
printed in the second yolame of Shelley's Essays &o. (1840), 
pages 332-5, we read, " I am jnst finishing a dramatic poem, 
called Hellas, npon the contest now raging in Greece — a sort of 
imitation of the Persa of ^schylns, fall of Ijrical poetry." In 
a letter to Mr. Oilier dated the 11th of Noyember 1821 {SheUey 
MemoriaUf page 160) he says, ** Isend yon the drama of HsI^m*' 
to be sent instantly to the printer, adding '' The Ode to NapdUon 
to print at the end " ; and on the 11th of January 1822 he wrote 
to his pnblisher complaining that he had receiyed no proofs of 
the work. A letter to Mr. Oisbome, dated ««Pisa, April 10, 1822;^* 
standing next in the yolnme, opens thus : *' I haye reoeiyed 
Hellas, which is prettily printed, and with fewer mistakes than 
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9kTLj poem I ever pablished. Am I to thank joa for theroTision 
of the press ? or who acted as midwife to this last of mj 
orphans, introducing it to obliyion, and me to my accustomed 
faUnre P • . . It was written without much care, and in one of 
those few moments of enthusiasm which now seldom risit me, 
and which make me paj dear for their visits." A day later he 
requested his publisher to send his general account to Mr. GKs- 
borne, enclosed a list of erraia for HeUaa, and said it was '*in 
general more correct " than his other books. In a letter to 
** 0. T. Esq." (Horace Smith), he calls HeUas ** a sort of lyrical, 
dramatic, nondescript piece of business." Shelley's remark as 
to the comparatiye fireedom from mistakes of course refers to 
essential mistakes only, and must be taken as a protection against 
any freedom of emendation, beyond what is authorized by the 
list of errata (see Library Edition, Volume lYi page 572)^ 
but from a technical point of yiew mistakes abound, as the 
utmost irregularity of production prevails. For instance, the 
names of speakers for the first 118 lines are printed in uniform 
small capitals, while throughout the remainder of the drama 
they are in large and small capitals : then we haye sometimes 
^ SsuiGHOEUs 2d," — at others ** Sshiohobus 2nd." There are 
yarious other small inconsistencies, probably attributable to 
the printer, or to Shelley's substitute in reyision. I am not 
aware that any autograph manuscript of HeUaSf beyond the 
fragments of the draft in Sir Percy Shelley's note-books, is now 
in existence; but the printer's copy, written fair by Edward 
Williams and revised by Shelley, is in the possession of Mr» 
F. Looker. It was preserved by Mr. OUier and sold by his 
family in July 1877. 

There is a private reprint of this volume, consisting of 
(70) fly-title HeUas with bibliographical note on verso, title- 
page and Dedication as in the original, pages 7 to 10 
Shelley's Preface, fly-title HeBat with Dramatii Pertanm on 
verso^ pages 18 to 59 ef text, 60 to 64 of Shelley's Notes, and 
the poem on Napoleon's death occupying pages 65-6. Of this 
edition there were 50 oopies on ordinaij paper, 25 on What-, 
man's hand^made paper, and 5 on veUnm. 
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POETICAL PIECES. 

In 1823 ** remainders " of Promeiheui Unbound Ac^ HdOof , 
the second edition of The Oenei, and Bo$al%nd and Hdm Ac, 
were made np into one rolnme with a flj-tiUe PaMeal Pidem^ 
and the title-page 

(71) 

POETICAL PIECES, 

BT THB LATB 

PEBOY BYSSHE SHELLEY; 
ooMTAnmro 

PROMETHEUS UNMASKED, A LYRICAL DRAMA \ 

WITH OTHER POEMS. 

HEILAS ; A LYRICAL DRAMA. 

THE CENCI} A TRAGEDY, IN FIVE ACTS. 

ROSALIND AND HELEN; WITH OTHER POEMS. 

LONDON I 

PRINTED FOR C. AND J. OLLIER t 

AND W. SIMPKIN AND R. MARSHALL, 

STATIONERS HALL COURT. 

1823. 

The Tolume consists of the original editions of these works, 
with their fl j-titleS| titles, and tables of contents. Thej were 
done np in boards nniformlj with the PoBthumouB Poenu^ and 
were labelled at the back <* POETICAL PIECES/ bt thb latb/ 
P. B. SHELLEY./ 10s. Sd. Boardi:' 

In the same jrear there was an issne without HeUoi. 
(72) The title was worded precisely as aboye except that the 

line relatbg to HeUoB was omitted, and that the point* 
ing of the imprint was slightly different ; bnt the printing of 
the fly-title and title for tldi second reissue was not executed 
from the types that were used for the first. This is worth 
noting, because the egpregious blunder of printing UfimaBhed for 
Unbound thus appears to haye been made twice oyer. I suspect 
copies of both these reissues haye been of tolerably frequent 
occurrence these last few years ; but they will not be found 
frequently hereafter, because the booksellers haye systematicallj 
slaughterad the special title-pages and rebound the oomponeni 
yolumes. I haye a copy of the first issue containing the book* 
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pktM (tiro) of Heniy T. Worlej, his Bignatnre dated 1826, and 
the foUowing sonnet, entitled in Tirtae of its ante-1829 date to 
aplaoehere: 

Shellej! high master of the mind exempt 

From fear aud fostered prejudice— eo long 

That have enslaved the mightiest eons of aong 
Fettering each spirit dubiously that dreamt 

That human Orisons mieht mount alone 

FhHos the pure heart to die Eternal throne 

Marred b/ no Mediator and bj Thee 

Sole-«wajring Infinite ! accepted be 

That in the fire-girt Centre— ever One— 

Sitteat with no assessor— God— nor Son- 
Blest wert thou in th/ bosom's glorious Friend — 
Blest in thine earlj undecajing end — 
Blest in thj Genius— but more blest than all 
That no gross impbus lies could th j bright soul enthralL 

H.T.W. 



POSTHUMOUS POEMS. 

The series of posthnmons yolnmes completing the first issues 
of Shellej's works oommenoes with his widow's initial in- 
leathering from the disordered papers which he left. The title* 
pageis 

(78) 

POSTHUMOUS POEMS 

or 
FEBCY BYSSHE SHELLET. 



In nobil sangue rita mnile e queta, 
Ed in alto intelletto un puro core \ 
Frutto senile in sul giovenil fiore, 
E in aspetto pensoso anima lieta. 

Petraxca. 

LONDON, 1824 : 
PRINTED FOR JOHN AND HENRY L. HUNT, 

TATI8TOCK 8TRBBT, COTSXT OABDBIT. 

This is an octaro yolnme, nsnally in drab boards, labelled 
«• POSTHUMOXTS/ POEMS/ OF/ PEROT BYSSHE SHEL- 
LEY./ PriM 15f. howrdin^ It is beantifollj printed on ribbed 
paper and has on the yerso of the title-page the imprint 
Loniofi : pri$ded hy 0. E. BeyneU^ Broad Street^ Ooldm Square. 
There is no flj-title: the Preface ooonpies pages iii to riii, and 
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ia dated ** London, Jane let, 1824i/' The list of oontenta ooon* 
pies pages ix to xL Page zii is blank. The poems oconp^ 
415 pages indnding the fly-titles to Jidiof^ and Maddalot Tk$ 

WUoh of AOoB, the Letter to [Mrs. Gisborne], The 

Triumph of Life^ FragmerUs from an TTf^lniUhed Drama^ Ih'imce 
Aihanaee^ the Ode to Naplee^ the reprints of Mariaiimt^e Dream 
and Ifoni Blanc^ and the flj-titles to the separate dirisio&s of 
MieeeXkmeoui Foemi^ Fragmeati^ Alaetor (reprinted), and Trame^ 
laUont. At the end of the Tolnme Beyndl's imprint is repeated 
at the foot of an otherwise blank page. 

In some oopies an additional leiftf is inserted after the Uank 
page zii, bearing a list of erraia (26 lines) on the reoto^ and en 
the ferso the following :— 



A L%tt of Mb. Shillit's Pbiyious Works, which may 
he had of the Publiihert of the *" JPbitkimoue Poeme/* 

Adonais, 4to. sewed, 8«. 6d. 
Cbhoi, 8yo. boards, 4t. 6d. 
EnpsTOHiDiON, 8to. sewed, 2$. 
HiLLAS, Bra sewed, 8«. 6d, 
Prohbthius Unbound, Byo. boards, 9f. . 
Proposals ior Bbioric, Bra sewed. It. 6d. 
Rosalind and Hblbn, Bto. 5f • 6d. 
Bbyolt or Islam, Bto. boards, lOt. 6d. 

Six Wbbks' Tour, foolsoap, boards, 5f • 

• 

This leaf has no signature; and the list of erraita was probablj 
compiled after the book had began to be oiroulated: henoe its 
frequent absence from copies. 

The following letter from Mrs. Shelley to Mr. Ohailes Oilier 
may have had reference to the scheme of the Posthnmons Poems, 
or merelj to the plan of transferring the abore-named works to 
John Hunt's establishment :— 

Mj dear Sir 

Will jou haTc the kindness to deliyer into Mr. John 

Hunt's hands such oopies of Mr. Shellej's works as jou still 

retain. — I should be TCrj glad of a single copy of Alastor if faj 

any chance there should be one remaining 

I hope that Mrs. Oilier and yourself are in good health. 

Your obedient Serrant 

Spelhnnt Stmt Maiy W. Shelly 

OelF.asth 
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If the words *' copies of Mr. Shellej's works " mean, as is 
most likeljy the books published by Messrs. Oilier on commission 
for Shellej, it is to be assumed that the list published bj John 
Hunt represents the stock, that the remainder otAloator had been 
sold or giyen awaj, and that there were no copies of the AddreM 
<m ihd Death of the Princess Oharlotte, If the reference is to 
manuscripts of unpublished works, they were of course wanted 
for the PoithumouB Poems ; and it was probably for the same 
<x>llection that Wtb, Shelley was seeking a copy of Aloitor^ 
which she reprinted in that yolume, mentioning the diffiouliy 
with which a copy could be obtained* 

That the books were again offered for sale separately after 
being made up twice, with different general title-pages, in the 
PoeHcal Pieces of the prerious year, is pusszling. Why there 
should hare been copies of that collection without Hdlas in 1828, 
though Hunt was able to offer Hellas for sale in 1824, 1 do not 
understand. But it would seem, at all eyents, that the last 
attempt of the Ollieni to sell Shelley's works was not Tory 
■uocessfuL 

The table of contents of the yolume of Pifsihumoui Poems is as 

follows : 

CONTENTS. 

JuLiAM tnd Middalo 

The Witch of AUm • . 

Letter to [Mn. Giibonie] 

The Triumph of Life 

Fragments from wi Unfinished Drama 

Frinoe Athanase 

Ode to Naples ........... 

Marianne's Draam 

Mont Bhmc • 

MISCELLANEOUS POEMa 

On the Medusa of Leonardo da Ymoi 

Song [Rarely, rarely, oomest thou] 

To Constantia, singmg •_ • • • 

TheFugitires 

▲ LamentTSwifter ikr than samnMC^t flight] . • 

The Fine iWest . 

To Night 

Erening • • • . • . • . . ... • 

Arethusa 

The Question 

Lines to an Indian Air 

StanflM [written in digeetioii near Naples] •••••• 

Antmnn, a Dirge 

Hymn of Apollo •• 

HvmnofFin 

TheBoaloatheSsiohb 



X 
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TheTwoSpiriU. * • • ' • • • . 

A Fragment [Tlie/ wen two eoufiiit] 

ABridiUSong , . • 

TIm Sunaet •••■•• 

On a Faded Vbfet • 

Lines tn a Critic • 

Good-Night • 

To-morrow 

Death [Thejr die— tlie dead return not] • • . • • • 

A Lament [Oh, world I oh, life! oh, tMll 

To £••• Y^** [Emilia Yiriani] 

To — -TI fear thjr kiaeetl • 

Lines [when the lamp is shattered] 

To William Shellej [if J lost WUliam] 

An Allegory ..••••••«•• 

MuUhility. ...«••*•••• 

From the Arabio • • • 

To [One word is too often profaned] ' • 

Mnsio .••• 

Lines [The cold earth slept below] • • 

Death [Death is here] 

To [Whm passion's tranee is orerpast] 

Passage of the Apennines 

To Mary 

The Fast 

Song of a Spirit [Unfinished Drama] • • • • • • • 

Lib«ty ' . • ... 

To [Mine eyes were dim] 

The Isle » • • • 

To [Mttsie, when soft Toioes die] 

Time ' • 

Lines [That time is dead forerer, ehild] • • . • • • 

A Sons [A widow bird sate moomingj 

The World's Wanderers 

A Dirge «•••• 

Lines [Far, ftur away, ye] • 

Dirge for the Year 

Sonnet L [Ye hasten to the dead] 

Sonnet IL [Political Greatness] • 

SonnetllL [Alas I good friend] 

Sonnet ly. [Lift not the painted Tea] 

FRAGMENTS. 

Ginerra ••••• 

Charles the First . • • ., 

Prince Athanase, Flurt IL 

Maaenehi [Marenrhi] 

The mK)dman and the Nightingale 

To the Moon 

Song for Tasso • • • • 

The Waning Moon • • • . 

Epit^>h . • * • • • • • 

ALASTOm, Om TBB SpIBIT or SOLITUDB •••••• 

TRANSLATIONS. 

]^mn to Meronry, firom Homer. 

The Cyekps, ftom Enripidet 
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TVansktion firom Moschna [Pan and Echo] . 
Scenes from the " Magico rrodigioeo ** of Cakleron 
Soenet from the '* Faust" of Goethe [He] • 



In 1834 Ascham issned, under tHe title of Poithumotu Poems 
by Percy Byeshs Shelley^ an excerpt from His pirated edition of 
Siellej's Poetry. It is not properlj a separate reprint of the 
genuine edition of Mrs. Shellej, bat merely the sheets from the 
pirated book done np separately ; and it contains, beside the 
Posthnmons Poems, The Seneitvoe Plant, It is therefore more 
properlj to be included under the head of the book of which it 
is a part. See Oollbctbd Editions. 



THE MASQUE OF ANARCHY. 

The Maeque of Anarchy is a foolscap octaTo rolume, consisting 
of flj-title The Maeque of Anarchy^ title-page as under, pages y 
to zxz of Preface by Leigh Hunt, pages 1 to 47 of text with im- 
print at foot of page 47 (London: Bradbury and Evane^ Printcre^ 
Bommrie Street,)^ and two pages of Mozon's advertisements. It 
ooonn in boards of Tarious colours, labelled along the back 
M SHEIiLET'S MASQITE." The tiUe-page runs thus : 

(74) 



MASQUE OF ANARCHY. 

BT PEBOT BYSSHE SHELLEY. 

vow wnan publishbd, with a prbfaob 
BT LEIGH HUNT. 

Hope if strong; 
Jottioe ud Tnih their winged ebud ha^e found. 

Rbtolt or Iblax. 
LONDON I 

EDWABD MOXON, 64, N£W BOND STREET. 

1832. 

The poem was written in 18 19 on the oooasion of the infamous 
** Peterloo ** affair, and was sent to Leigh Hunt, for publication 
in The EwammeTf befinro NoTomber* 1819. Hunt did not publish 
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' it then, but sayed it till 1882, and then iBsned it with a pre&oe 
of considerable interest, reprinted in the appendix to the third 
Tolnme of the Library Edition. The mannscript from which the 
poem was g^yen in that edition is that sent to Leigh Hunt ; and 
it is headed, in Shellej's writing. The Mask of Atwrchy writtm 
on the oeeation of the MoBiocre at Manchester. It is mainly in 
Mrs. Shelley's hand-writing ; and I am strongly nnder the im- 
pression that it was dictated by Shelley from his rongh notes ; 
— ^for there are lines filled in in his writing, as if he had, in the 
ardonr of reoomposition, told his amannensis not to wait when 
there was any hitch, bnt to go on and leave blanks for him to 
fill. The insertions and corrections in his writing are made 
with a mnch broader pen (or heayier pressure) than was used 
by Mrs. Shelley ; and this fact is Talnable in proring that he 
went oyer the whole mannscript rery carefally after her. The 
corrections in punctuation and minor detail, with the heayier 
pen, are yexy numerous. Mr. O. I. F. Tnpper produced an 
excellent fac-simile of some of the altered stanzas, which will be 
found in the Library Edition. 

In Leigh Hunt's proof-sheets of this book (penes me) there 
is abundant evidence, if such were wanted, of the earnest in- 
terest he took in his friend's work. On the title-page, the 
motto from Laon and Oythna is inserted in Hunt's writing as an 
afterthought. The Preface is the merest sketoh of what ulti- 
mately appeared : there are but seyen pages instead of twenty- 
fiye ; these are full of corrections ; and there is a **rider " con- 
taining all the best part of the Preface, which loyers of Shellej 
will eyer hold dear for ito admirable reply to the charge that the 
poet was ** an aristocrat by disposition " : 

'* It was finely said one day in my hearing by Mr. £btsliti| 
when asked why he could not temporize a little now and then, 
or make a compromise with an untruth, that it was *not worth 
his while.' It was not worth Shelley's while to be an aristocrat. 
His spirit was large enough to take ten aristocracies into the 
hollow of his hand, and look at them as I haye seen him look at 
insecto from a tree, certainly with no thought either of siq^e* 
rioriiy or the reverse, but with a curious interest." 

Against the second couplet of stanza lyiii*— 

** All who think those Uiiast mitnie 
Of which priettt mtke tiieh ado ''—^ 

Hunt wrote on the proof— '* If Mr. Moxon wishes these two 
lines omitted, their place can be supplied by asterisks.** Mr. 

I 
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Hozon did not arail himself of this permiBsioiu The note ex- 
plaining why stanzas Ixxxi to Izzziii are in italics is an after- 
thought, being written in the margin of the proof. 

The onlj other independent edition of the Poem known to ma 
bean the following title : 

(76) 

tbm/ masque of ANAECHY./ to which is added,/ QUEEN 
LIBERTY ;/ SONG— TO THE MEN OF ENGLAND/ 
BY PEBGY BY6SHE SHELLEY./ with a pbifacb/ 
BY LEIGH HUNT./ 

Hope 18 strong I 
Jnstioe and TVnth their winged child have found. 

Rbyolt of Islam. 

LONDON:/ J. WATSON, 16, CITY ROAD, FINS- 
BURY./ 1842. 

This foolscap octaro pampUet of a sheet and a half consists of 
title-page, Preface pages 8 to 10, The Masque pages 11 to 22, — 
pages 28 and 24 being ocoapied bj Shelley's yersion of the 
National Anthem and the Song to the Men of England. There 
is an imprint at the foot of page 24, J, Watson^ Printer^ 15, Oxiy 
Boadf Fint^fwy. The pamphlet has a drab wrapper : page 1 of 
this repeats the title-page, with the addition of the words Price 
Threepence and a long list of booksellers. The other three pages 
mre filled with Watson's advertisements. Mr. W. J. Linton tells 
me this publication was snggested bj him, and that Hunt's per^ 
mission was got 



THE SHELLEY PAPERS. 

Oar next sabstantire instalment of Shelley's remains is The 
Shelley PaperSf republished from The Athenceum, This contri- 
bution of Thomas Medwin's to Shelley literature is an elegantly 
printed pocket yolume folded in eight, but somewhat smaller 
than foolscap octaTO. It is what booksellers not infrequently 
call by the somewhat questionable name '* eighteenmo." The 
book occurs in boards of rarious colours, labelled at the back 
•< SHELLEY/ PAPERS./ Si. 6(2.'* The title-page runs thus: 
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(7d) 



MEMOIB 

OF 

FEBCT BYSSHB SHELLEY 

BT T. MlDWniy BflQ. 

ORIGINAL POEMS AND PAPERS 

BT PBBOT BT88H1 8H1LLBT. 
MOW FIBST COtLBOTBD. 



LONDON: 

WHTTTAKER, TREACHEB, k CO. 

1893. 

The title-page is immediatel j followed bj the '* AdTwiiBe- 
ment," and that bj <• LINES/ WrUtm by the Author of < Tho 
Br%M$ Tragedy,^ ^ in the/ blank-lecff of the ^Ptomeihmu Ufj^ 
hound "* ; a table of contents occnpies pages vii and Tiiii the 
Memoir pages 1 to 106 : this is followed bj a fly-title PoentfOful 
Papen/ by/ Percy Byuhe BheHley ; the Poems ooonpj pages 109 
to 126, the Papers pages 127 to 180. Page 180 ends with the 
imprint (in one line), London : J, Holmee^ Took^i Oowrt^ Okamoery 
Lone ; and this is followed bj three pages of adrertisements. 

^ Tbete lines bj ThomM Lorell BeddoM origintU/ appeared in The 
A t hmmm ^ and are as follows i — 

Write it in gold — a Spirit of the tun, 

An Intellect ablaze wiui beaYonlj thoughts, 

A Soul with all the dews of pathos shining, 

Odorous with lore, and sweet to silent woe 

With the dark glories of concentrate song, 

Was sphered in mortal earth. Angelie sounds, 

Alive with panting thoughts, sunned tho dim world; 

The bright creations of a human heart 

Wrought magic in the bosoms of mankind : 

A flooding summer burst on Poetry, 

Of which the crowning sun, the nirht of beautj, 

The dancing showers, the birds, whose anthems wild, 

Note after note, unbind the enchanted leares 

Of breaking buds, ere, and the flow of dawn, 

Were centred and condensed in his one name 

Ae in a proridenoe— and that was SUSLLET.' 



/ 
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The table of contents is as follows ; bni instead of the pages I 

give references to 2%6 Aihewswm* 

To be fotmd 

in Athenvnm 

1832 

PAOB 

Memoib of Shxllbt. 

Ihtocation to Misebt . . . • . . • 686 

To A Ladt siNomo to bbr Acookpabimbvt ov tbb OuiTAm • 746 

Limbs — written during the Castleremgh AdminiitnitkMi • • 794 

With a Guitar [half the poem] 680 

Tbb Magnetic tthurt to heb Patibbt . . • • • 522 
To tbb Qubeb or mt Hbabt [doI in AikmmmC[ 

Snauts • • • 554 

Thb Coliseum : aiVagment • • 568 

Tbb Age OF Pbriolbs 601 

Sculpture ib tbb FtOBBHOB Gallbbt i 

TheNiohe 602 

TheMinenra 617 

The Venus called Anadyoment 617 

ABas-Relief • • 617 

Michael Angelo's Baochns 618 

A Juno •• . 618 

An ApoUo . . • • • 618 

Abch OF Titus 633 

Rbilbotioms I 

Life 633 

Death 633 

Lore 633 

* Rbmabbs OH 'IfAHDBTiLLE'ABD Mb. Godwin^ • • 698 

OH'FBABKBMBTBnr' 730 

Oh TRB Rbtital OF Litbbatubb 761 

• A Ststsx or Gotbbhmbht by Jubies t a Fhigmeot • • •• 250 

of volnme for 
1833 



BSSAYSi LETTERS FROM ABROAD, TRANSLATIONS, 

AND FRAGMENTS. 

Mm. Shelley's two collected editions of 1889, though mainly 
reprints, added mnch to what we before had of Shelley's, espe- 
ciallj the second edition. They however fall to be described in 
the list of collected editions, while the Essayi, Letten Ao. take 
their place here among the sabetantiTe first editions, notwith* 
standkig their containing reprinted matter, as the PMihumoui 
Ihem$ had done before. The book is in two Tolnmes, crown 
oetaTO^ with titles as follows : . 

* SetFteiHyVBdertlMheadofAMMMbMr. 
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(77) 
. ESSAYS, 
LETTERS FROM ABROAD, 

TRANSIATIONS AND FBAOMENT8, 

BT 

FEBCr BT8SHB SHBLLSY. 

SOITBD 
BT MBS. 8HKLL1T. 



** The Post, it ii trae^ is the apn of his tiiM j but pilj 
forhimif heiBiUpnpil,oreTeiiiufaTOttrite! Let tome ^ 

beneficent deitj tnatoh him when a lockling from the 
broMt of hie mother, and nnne him with the milk of a 
better time ; that he maj ripen to hie fiiU stature be- 
neath a distant Ghredan skj. And having grown to 
manhood, let him return, a foreign shape, into his 
oentnrr { not hewerer to delight it bj his prawnee, bnl 
dreadral, like the son of Agamemnon, to purify tl."^ 

SOULLBS. 

nr TWO T0LUMB8. , 

VOL. L [n.] 

LONDON: 
EDWARD MOXON, DOYEB STREET. 

MDOCCZIn 

The flj-titles read Essays^/ LeUen from Abroad^/ ^ ^ 
After the title (which has at the back a central imprint^ London i 
Bradbwry and Evam^ Prtnterit WhUefnari)^ Yolnme I consiata 
of pages T to xxviii of Preface by Mrs. Shellej, dated ** Patney, 
December^ 1839/' an unpaged leaf with motto from Oarijle 
(*' That thouy my Brother/' d^), pages xxzi and zxxii of 
Contents, fly-title as at the beginning, and pages 1 to 819 of 
text. The imprint is repeated in the centre of page 820. 
The title of Yolnme II has the same imprint as that d 
Yolnme I at the back, but differently arranged. For the rest, the 
Tolnme consists o£ pages y to yiii of Contents, fly-title JBOtiary 
of a Sim Weeks* Tou/r [Ao. as in title-page of Shelley's edition], 
pages 3 to 46 of Preface and Journal (reprinted with slight 
alterations), fly-title Lettert/ deecripiive of/ a Bail roumd the Lake 
of Oeneva,/ and of the/ Olaoiert of Ghamouni^ pages 49 to 95 of 
tiiose letters (reprinted), pages 96 to 106 of the posthumous 
Journal with Ghost stories, fly-title Lettenfrom Italy, and pages 
109 to 860 of those letters. At the foot of page 860 the imprinl 
IS repeated. The Contents of the Tolumes 
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CONTENTS OF VOL. I. 

A DEFENCE OF POETRY . • • ' 

ESSAY ON THE LITERATURE, ARTS, AND MANNERS OF 

THE ATHENIANS— A FRAGMENTJinclnding Um smaUer 

fragment giTen in The Shelley Papers' m Ine Age <ifPmoU»\ ^ 
PREFACE TO THE BANQUET OF PLATO . . . • 
THE BANQUET— TRANSLATED FROM PLATO . • • 
ON LOVE [reprinted from The Keepsake, 1829] .... 
THE COLISEUM-A FRAGMENT rrepeated from lU Shdky 

Papers with considerable addition ana alteration] . • • • 
THE ASSASSINS— FRAGMENT OF A ROMANCE . 

ON THE PUNISHMENT OF DEATH . 

ON LIFE [including the imaller fragment giren with Ttrifttions in 

The Shelley Papers] 

ON A FUTURE STATE [including the smaller fragment ffiTea with 

Tariations in The Shelley Papers as a Reflection on Deau] • . 
SPECULATIONS ON METAPHYSICS. 

I. THB MIKD • . • • • 

n. WHAT MBTAPHTBICS ABB— BRBORS IK TBB USUAL MBTBODl 

OP OOMSIDBRIMO TBBX 

111. DIVVIOULTT OF AM ALTtINO TBB BUMAX XIKD • . • 

IT. BOW TBB AVALT818 SBOULD BB CABBIBD OB • • . 

T. CATALOQUB OV TUB PBBBOMBBA OV DBBAXt • • • 

SPECULATIONS ON MORALS. 

I. FLAX or A TRBATI8B ON MORALS 

U. MOBAL SCIBVCB CONSISTS IN OOBSIDBBIBO TBB DiyVBm- 
BBOB, HOT TBB BB8BMBLAB0B, OV PBBSOBS . 

ION : OR. OF THE ILIAD— TRANSLATED FROM PLATO . 

MENEXENUS,— OR THE FUNERAL ORATION— A FRAQ- 

MENT ........... 

FRAGMENTS FROM THE REPUBLIC OF PLATO • * • 
ON A PASSAGE IN CRITO . . 

CONTENTS OF VOL, IL 

JOURNAL OF A SIX WEEKS^ TOUR ...... 

LETTERS FROM GENEVA \ . 

JOURNAL AT GENEVA.— GHOST STORIES .... 
JOURNAL.— RETURN TO ENGLAND . . . . 
LETTERS FROM ITALY t— 

LT0B8. 

I. *To IduoB HuBT| Esq. • . . • • • . 

MILAV. 

n. To T. L. P., Esq. [Thomas Lovs PsMoek] . . 

in. To T. L. P., Esq 

IT. To T. L. P., Esq. . 

• Ths whole fraffment was named h/ Shells j - A IXsoonrse on ths Manners 
«r the Ancients, relatiTe to the subject of Lots." • 

• Eight Isttors to Hnnt, marked with asterisks, had nhmidT Mmsand in 
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IATIBB8 FROM ITALY {cmiimmBd^, 

LBQBOBV. 

T. To T. L. P., EiQ. • • ' • 

BAOm DI LVCNUU 

Ti. To Mb. AMD Mm, Oubobiib • • • • ^ • 

TO. To WnxiAM Oovwnr, Esq. •••••• 



Tin. To Mm. Sbbubt • • - • • • • • 

Tsiiioa* 
iz. To Mis. Sbblut • • 

FADUA. 

z« To Mm, Sbhuit • # # • • • 



XI. To T. L. P.» Esq. 
zn. To T. L. P., Esq. • # • 

BOLOOVA. 

zm. To T. L. P.y Esq. •••••••• 

lOMB. 

ziT. To T. L. P., Esq. ••#••••• 

ZT. To T. L. P., Esq. •••••##• 
XTL To T. L. P., Esq. • • • 



xm. To T. Ifc P., Esq. • • • «^ • # • • 
zTin. To T. L. P., Esq. •••••••• 

ziz. To Mb. AMD Mbs. Gisbobbb • 

LBQBOBV. 

zz. To T. L. p., Esq. •••••#•• 

zxi. ^o Lbiob Humt, Esq. • • 

zzn. *To Lbioh Hunt, Esq. ..#•••• 
zxiu. *To Lbiob HuMTy Esq. • • • • • • • 

VLOBBBOB. 

zxiT. To Mrs. Gisbobbb • 

zzT. To Hbbbt Rbyelbt, Esq. # 

xzYi. To Mb. AMD Mrs. Gisbobbb 

zzYii. To Mb. AH d Mrs. Gisbobbb • • • . • • 
zznii. *To Lbiob Hubt, Esq. • 

zzix. To Mbs. Gisbobbb 

XIX. To JoBB Gisbobbb, Esq • • 

zzzi. To Hebbt Rbvblbt, Esq. •••••• 

zxxn. *To Lbioh Hunt, Esq. • 

zzxm. *To Lbiob Hunt, Esq. • 

zxxiT. To Hbbbt Rbtblbt, Esq. • • • . • • • 

xzzT. To Mb. and Mbs. Gisbobbb • 

zzzn. To JoBB Gisbobbb, Esq. • • • # • • 
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BSMARKS ON SOME OF THE STATUES IK THE OALLEBY 
OF FLORENCE 

[LBTTEBS FBOM ITALY {e<mtinued).] 

PISA. 

zxxni. To Mr. and Mrs. Gisbornb 

zzxnn. To Mr. avd Mrs. Gisbobwb • • • • • 

Xxxix. To John Gisborhb, Esq 

ZL. To Mr. AMD Mrs. Gisborhb • • • • • 
zu. To Mrs. Sbbllbt • • 

LBOHORM. 

zui. To Mrs. Sbbllbt ..••••• 

PISA. 

xuiL To TBB Editor of thb " Quabtbblt Bbtibw** • 

ZLiT. To John Gisborhe, Esq. 

XLT. To Hbhrt Rbtblbt, Esq. 

. zLTi. To Hexbt Rbyblbt, Esq. 

BAOBI DI PISA. 

XLTii. To Mr. abd Mrs. Gisborbb 

ZLTiii. To JoBN Gisborhb, Esq. • • • • 

zuz. To Mb. abd Mrs. Gisborbb 

L. To Mb. abd Mbs. Gisbobbb • • • • • 

FLOBBBOB. 

. U. To Mbs. Sbbllbt • • • • • • • 

BOLOOBA. 

LiL To Mbs. Sbbllbt . • • • • • • 

BATBBBA, 

iiiL To Mbs. Shbllbt ••••••• 

• UT. To Mbs. Sbbllbt 

• • LY. To Mrs. Sbbllbt 

LTi. To Mrs. Shbllbt ' • « 

LTu. To Mbs. Shbllbt 

PISA. 

LTm. *To Lbiob Hubt, Esq. • . • • , • ', 
Lix. To Hobatio Smitb, Esq. • • • • ' • 

• LX. To JoBB GiSBORins, Esq. 

LZI. To JOBB GiSBOBMB, ESQ. • • • • • 

UJL To C. T., Esq. [Horatio Saiith] . . • • 

LBBIOL 

Lzm. To Mas, Shbllbt • « 

LziT, To Hobatio Smith, Esq 

ULT. To a T., Esq. [Horatio Smith] • • • • 

PISA. 

LXfi. To Mbs. Wiluaiis ^ , 

UETiL To Mbs. Sbbllbt 

A letter to Joseph Seyem was interpolated, in lubseqaeni 
editionBy between £X and LU. 
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Essays^ Letters from Abroad^ TransloHane ^c. 121 

The resnlt of MudyBing and oomparing the oontente of ihase 
TolmnM and the oontente of TK^ SheUey Papen is thai Medwin 
IS left sole anthoritj for four eompoeitions in proee— 

Bemarke on * Mandeville ' and Mr, Godwin, 

On * Frankenatein,' 

On the ReriTal of literatore, and 

A Sjstem of Goyemment hj Jnries. 

The poems in The SheOey Pofert were all reprinted by Mrs* 
Shelley ; but the stanzas To ths Qveen of my Hearty she rejected 
in her seoond edition of 1839. 

The issue of the two rolnmes of prose would seem to hare 
taken place yeiy shortly after the date of the Preface ; for on 
the 19th of December 1839 Mrs. Shelley wrote to Mr. Moxoa 
on the subject of reviews which had already appeared. ** The 
Examiner/* she says, ** was reaUy good — very — ^the AthensBum 
creditable. — But the Spectator I— its editor must be both a goose 
and a coxcomb — the notion that L[ord] B[yron] had any hand 
in the Peter Bell is half-witted — the incapacity of appreciating 
the Defence of Poetry betrays a degree of ignorance rarely to be 
parallelled in the whole circle of criticism — to so foolish and 
nnedncated a person the Fragments of Metaphysics must indeed 
appear devoid of meaning — ^he does not know his a. b. o. of the 
language in which they are written." 

I presume this handsome edition of the Euayi and LoHen was 
not a very brisk financial success ; for up to 1844 advertisMnents 
of it still appeared in Mozon*s publications. In the following 
year a new edition was issued ; and I have not found any advert 
tisements of the original edition after the issue of the new one, 
the title of which runs thus : 

(78) 

ESSAYS,/ LBTTEBS FBOM ABBOAD,/ TBANSLATIONS 
AND FBAGMENTS./ BY PEBOY BYSSHE SHEL- 
LEY./ EDITED BY MBS. SHELLEY./ [motto as in 
Isted.]/ A NEW EDITION./ LONDON:/ EDWABD 
MOXON, DOVEB STBEET./ 1845. 

This is a royal octavo consisting of fly-title as in the first 
edition, but with the motto tcom Carlyle on the verso, title-page 
with imprint on verso, London : Bradbury and Evans^ PritUert^ 
Whitefiiwrif Preface pages v to zii. Contents pages ziii to xvi, 
and 164 pages of text without any divisional fly-titles. Brad- 
bury's imprint is repeated in one line at the foot of page 164. 
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The Preface and Contents are set in single column, the rest of 
the book being in two columns. The pages throughout are sur- 
rounded with double rules. The book was issued in a primrose- 
coloured wrapper with the title repeated on the recto. It con- 
tained, in addition to what had been previouslj published, a 
letter from Shellej to Joseph Severn, inserted as No. lxi, with 
a note to the effect that the original was in the possession of the 
Bev. T. Wilkinson. It appears to hare been Mrs. Shelley's 
wish to add other letters ; for I have a letter from her to Mr. 
Charles Oilier, asking whether he had any from her husband 
which he could let her have to publish, and adding ** You will 
see that I hare published such as I have been able to collect." 
This letter is undated, but must have been written between 
1889 and 1845. Mr. Oilier has inscribed at the head of it 
** I did fioi accede to this request, because no money was offered 
me, and I felt the letters were valuable to me." 

The royal octavo edition was stereotyped ; and I believe the 
plates are still in existence. It has been through many vicissi- 
tudes. In 1847 it was combined with the royal octavo edition of 
the poetry in a single volume, and it is in that form that it 
is still issued. (See under the head of Collected Editions.) 
After being incorporated in the single volume it was still on sale 
separately ; and I presume it hung on hand ; for in 1850 copies of 
the book were in the hands of Messrs. Tegg and Co., who re- 
moved the title-pages, and made them up with other similarly 
printed volumes in a single royal octavo book entitled 

(79) 

STANDARD LIBRARY./ compbisino/ THE INDICA- 
TOR AND THE COMPANION, BY LEIGH HUNT./ 
THE POETICAL WORKS OP CHARLES LAMB./ 
TALES FROM SHAKESPEARE, BY CHARLES 
LAMB./ THE POEMS OF WILLIAM SHAKE- 
SPEARE./ ESSAYS, LETTERS FROM ABROAD, 
Aa BY P. B. SHELLEY./ LONDON:/ WILLLAM 
TEOO AND CO., 85, QIJEEN-STREET,/ CHEAP- 
SIDE./ MDCCCL. 

I can find no difflsrenoe but the want of title-page between 
this issue of the prose volume of Shelley and the issue of 1845, 
— «ven the paper seems'to be the same. The only other separate 
edition of the Euayi ^. known to me is that in two foolscap 
ootavo volumes, of which also I only know one issue— 
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Rdica of Shdley. 123 

(80) 

ESSAYS,/ LBTTEBS FROM AB^AD,/ TRANSLATIONS 
AND FRAGMENTS./ BY PEROY BYSSHE SHEL. 
LEY./ EDITED BY MRS. SHELLEY./ iir-TWO 

TOLUMM./ VOL. I. [VOL. 11.]/ A MEW BDITIOV./ 

LONDON:/ EDWARD MOXON, DOVER STREET^ 
1852. 

Volame I coiuists of fl/-title Euayt^ Leiten from abroad,/ 
TrandaHofu and Fragmenis, with motto from Schiller on the 
verso, title-page with imprint on the verso, London : Bradbwy 
a/nd Evant, Printon, WhUefriaiti, Preface pages v to xxii, Oon« 
tents pag^ xziii and zxiv, flj-title E$$wj$, TramilaiswnB, amd/ 
Fragmenli, with motto from Carljle on the verso, and pages S 
to 259 of text, with Bradbnry's imprint at foot of last page. 
Volume n consists of flj-title with motto on verso as in Volume 
I, title-page. Contents pages v to viii, flj-title HiHory of a 8*9 
Week$* Towr [&c. as in title-page of Shellej's edition], pages S 
to 84 of that work and the journal with ghost-stories and on 
return to England, flj-title Leltenfrom liciy, WSP^ 87 to 293 of 
those letters (the imprint being repeated at the foot of page 
298), and one leaf with advertisements of the rojal octavo 
edition of Poetrj and Essajs d;o., and of Mrs. Shellej's three- 
volume edition of the poetrj. This charming pocket edition of 
the Etioytf Leti$n dc was in print for man j jears, and was at 
last done up in a single volume, but without anj other ohauge ; 
so that copies of the foolscap octavo edition, two volumes in 
one, are not in an j sense of a separate issue. 



RELICS OF SHELLEY. 

Dr.- Gamett's admirable contribution to Shellej literature 
is a foolscap octavo volume consisting of flj-title Bdiei of 
Bhelley, title-page with imprint at back (London: Bradbury and 
Ev ^«>r, Printertf WhAUfria/n), pages vii to xiv of Preface dated 
** in Arch, 1862," pages xv and xvi of Contents, flj-title PoomiJ 
Ete,, pages 8 to 91 of ** Relics '' in verse and prose (anno* 
tated), pages 92 to 99 **0n the Text of Shellej's Poems,** 
flj-title LetioTi to Leigh Huni, pages 108 to 144 of letters firom 
SheUej and his wife to the Hunts (annotated), flj-title SMUif^ 
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Harriet SheiUey and/ Mr, T. L. Peacock/ (with motto ^), pages 
147 to 174 of Mr. Garnett's remarks on that subject, flj- title 
lAnes at Bascamhe, pages 177 to 182 of the charming poem so 
called (addressed bj Mr. Gkirnett to the adopted child of Sir 
Peroj and Ladj Shellej, now Mrs. Scarlett), flj-title AppendMf 
pages 185 to 191 of Appendix containing an additional letter of 
Shellej to Leigh Hunt with postscript bj Mrs. Shellej, and two 
pages of advertisements. At the end of page 191 the im- 
print is repeated. The first page of advertisements is headed 
^ Shellejana published bj Messrs. Moxon A Oo." These sre 
three in number, the SheUey MemoridUf Trelawnj's BecoUecUani^ 
and Hogg's Life (Volumes I and II), — a fact which should 
suffice to remove the baseless heresj of the second-hand book- 
sellers that Hogg's volumes were withdrawn. The title-page 
«ad Contents of ^e Belies are as follows : 

(81) 

RELICS OF SHELLEY. 

BDITED BT 

BIGHAED GAENETT. 



" Siog agAuiy with jour dear toim raTealing 

Atone 
Of some world fiur firom oun, 
Wliere mnsic and moonliffht and fteling 

Are one. 



LONDON I 
EDWARD MOXON A: CO., DOVEB STBEET. 

1862. 

CONTENTS. /^ 

[prbfacb] • 

rROLOODB TO BELLAS fwith tlOte] • • # . • • • 

TBB MAOIO PLANT rwitJI BOte]- . . . . . . • • 

ORPBEUS [with note] 

SOBMB VBOM TAB80 [wilh BOte] v • 

noBDisptBA [with Bote] . . . • 

TO BIS OBHIUS . • 

U>TB, HOPK, DB8IBB, AND FBAB 

LINES [" We meet Bot as we parted "] •••••• 

UNBS WBITTBN IN THB BAT OP LEBICI 

TBAOMBNIS OF TBB AOONAIS [with Butet] 

TRAIMLATION OF TBB FIBST CANBONB OF DANTE'S OONTITO • 

» "Words 

That BMks a maa feel strong Ib speaking troth. 

Tbnntson.* 
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The Demon of the World. 12& 



MATILDA OATBBmiHa FLOWSKS 

TRAXBLATIOV OP BOMBS'S HTMIT TO TBIIUS 

UVA FATOLA 

A FABLB [tbavblation] [bj Mr. GariMtt] 

msoBLLANBOim FBAOMBiras [41 in number] 

OH tbb tbzt of bbbllbt's rOBMB 

lbttbbs to lbiob buht • • • 

■BBLLBT, BABUBT SBBLLBTy AKD MB. T. L. FBAOOCK • 

LDIBS AT BOBOOMBB 

APPBHDIZ 



THE DJSMON OF THE WORLD. 

The two parts of The DiBmon of the World show in oom* 
pleteness how much Shellej in 1815 thought worth preeerring 
of Qtteen Mab^ how he reyised and reeonstmoted those portioiiBy 
and how much new work he added to the old ; and m j prirate- 
issue of this poem seems to come more appropriatelj apart than 
under the head of Queen Mob : so mudi, indeed, is special to 
the reyised poem that I think the separate impression of it maj 
properlj be included in the present dirision of The BheOey Ltbrmy^ 
For an account of the copj of Queen Mob upon which Shellej 
worked to produce the fresh poem, see pages 36 to 44. 'The- 
title-page of this little square decimo-sexto Tolume is worded 
thus :-— 

(82) . 

THE DiEMON OF THE WORLD 

BT 

PEBOY BYSSHE SHELLEY 

AS PUBLUBBD IN 1816 WITB ALAITOB 

C|e l^econlr 9^tt 

2>BCnPBBBBD AKD BOW FIBST PBIBTBD FBOM BIS OWB MABUBOBir* 
BBTI8ION ABD IBTBBPOLATIONB IB TBB BBWLT DltOOTBBBB 

COPT OF QUBBB MAB 

LONDON 

PRIVATELY PRINTED BY H BUXTON FORMAN 

M MABLBOROUOH HILL 
1876 

The book consists of a leaf with note on rerso as to the 
number issued (pO)^ flj-title The Demon ^ ike WaMt litle» I»» 
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scriptioD to the Memory of Thomas Wade, flj-title Frefa>C6^ 
pages zi to ziy of Preface, fl/-title Firtt Part^ Part I of the 
poem pages 3 to 18, flj-title Second Part^ and Part 11 of the 
poem pages 21 to 88. 

The fifbj copies were all printed on the same paper,-— a fine 
hand-made **woye" paper, the whitest I could get; bnt, to 
avoid bibliographical pnszles in the fatnre, it is well to record 
that two copies were palled on an uglj yellow Dntoh hand- 
made paper, which I rejected. Thej were not destroyed, but 
are stowed away somewhere, and may perhaps be found among 
my papers some day* 



NOTES ON SCULPTURES &c. 

This private print consists mainly of the unpublished Notes 
and Fragments which I was fortunate enough to recover while 
preparing the Library Edition of Shelley's Prose Works. The 
short title of the book is Notes on Sculptwres, It is an octavo con- 
sisting of fly-title, Shelley's Notes on Sculptures ^c, with certifi- 
cate as to issue at back, title-page, Preface pages v to viii, fly- 
title Notes on Sculptures in Borne/ and Florence^ pages 11 to 45 of 
those Notes, fly-title The Elysian Fields^/ a Luciandc Frokgment^ 
pages 49 to 51 of that Fragment, fly-title On Peacock*s *' Bhodo^ 
daphne^** and pages 55 to 61 of the Essay on Bhododaphne. At 
the foot of page 61 is the imprint Printed by BaUantyne and 
Hanson London and Edinburgh (it was printed in London). 

The Notes which Shelley jotted down when visiting the 
galleries of Rome and Florence have the same spontaneity and 
vividness of impression that we find in the best of his inimit- 
able letters to Mrs. Shelley, Peacock, and other favoured 
correspondents. The Notes composing the series given in the 
private volume are sixty in number. Of these, though only 
eight were given in the Essays^ Letters ic, eleven had ap-' 
peared in print before I edited tiienu The eight which figure 
in the Essays had been previously printed in Ths Shelley Papers : 
the remaining three of those which had seen the light before 
they were given in my little volume had appeared in Medwin's 
Life of Shelley. The manuscript from which The Elysian Fields 
was given is remarkable for the pen-and-ink drawing by Shelley 
on the outside.— 4he drawinff of which a fiu^-simile is mentioned 
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Notes on Sculptures ^c. 127 

ftirther back (page 66). The title-page of the NoUi tm Bc^ 
INTM runs thus: 

(83) 

NOTES ON BOULPTUBEB IN BOMS AND 
FLORENCE TOOETHEB WITH A LIT- 
01 AN 10 FRAGMENT AND A ORITI^ 
OISM ON PEAOOOPS POEM **BBO' 
DODAPHNE'' BT PSBCT BT88HB 
SHELLEY EDITED BY HABBY BUX^ 
TON FOBMAN. 




,^t'^X 









LONDON PBINTED FOB PBtVATE DISTBIB Ul 

TION MDOOOLXXIX 

In the following jear the contents of the book were published 
in the Library Edition. The separate issue of the Noie$ an ScuHp* 
iurei was limited to tweniy-fiye copies on Whatman's hand- 
made paper and fiftj on ordinary paper. I should mention that 
one or two phrases which were omitted from the Notes as pab- 
lished are to be found in the priTatelj-printed Tolume. 
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THE ■OnnOWM WILL K CHAnOCD 
AN OVERDUE FEE IF THIS BOOK » 
HOT RETURNED TO THE LIBRARY ON 
OR BEFORE THE LAST DATE STAHKD 
BELOW. NON-RECEIPT OF OVERDUE 
NOTICES DOES NOT EXEMPT THE 
BORROWER FROM OVERDUE FEES. 
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